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Economic Development
HB 451 & SB 1046 — Relating to Entertainment Industry Tax
Credit Program

HB 451, by Rep. Mike Miller (R-Orlando) and SB 1046,
by Sen. Nancy Detert (R-Venice), relating to Entertain-
ment Industry Tax Credit Program, proposed significant
modifications to the current incentives and benefits the
state offers companies within the film and entertainment
industry. HB 451 and SB 1064 modify the processes by
which companies may receive such tax credits and exemp-
tions and creates an additional incentive, the “Production
Action Fund.” AIF supported this legislation regarding
the Entertainment Tax Credit Program due to the jobs
that a more robust film industry would produce here in
the state of Florida.

HB 451 died on the calendar in the Florida House cham-
ber; while SB 1046 died in its last committee stop in the
Senate Appropriations Committee.

SB 1032 — Relating to Point-of-Sale Terminals

SB 1032, relating to Point-of-Sale Terminals by Sen. Gar-
rett Richter (R-Naples), allowed a limited use of “point-of-
sale terminals” for the sale of lottery tickets or games. A
“point-of-sale terminal” is a charge card reader, like those
used at a retail counter, self-service fuel pump or self-
service checkout line. The bill authorizes the Department
of the Lottery, approved vendors, and approved retailers
to use point-of-sale terminals to facilitate sales of lottery
tickets or games, provided that the purchaser is verified to
be 18 years of age or older. Additionally, the terminal does
not dispense lottery winnings. Lottery ticket sales revenue
generated from point-of-sale terminals must be used to en-
hance instructional technology resources for students and
teachers in Florida. AIF supported legislation that intro-
duced innovative means of funding Florida’s education
system. In addition, enactment of this legislation would
have created more manufacturing jobs in the state.

SB 1032 died in the Senate Fiscal Policy Committee, its
last committee stop before heading to the floor.

AIF supports the Entertainment Tax Credit Program due to the jobs that a more
robust film industry would produce in the state of Florida.

Energy
HB 1205 & SB 1468 — Relating to the Regulation of Oil and
Gas Resources

HB 1205, by Rep. Ray Rodrigues (R-Fort Myers) and
SB 1468, by Sen. Garrett Richter (R-Naples), relating to the
Regulation of Oil and Gas Resources, sought to revise the
Oil and Gas Program under the Department of Environ-
mental Protection’s (DEP) Mining and Minerals Regulation
Program in the Division of Water Resource Management
(Division) to establish safer and more effective practices for
oil and gas drilling, production, and exploration activities
within Florida. The Program’s primary responsibilities
would include conservation of oil and gas resources, cor-
relative rights protection, maintenance of health and hu-
man safety, and environmental protection. AIF supported
the need to maintain appropriate permitting laws to
protect the environment, to enhance efficiency between
industry and the state, and to ensure the clear communi-
cation of appropriate standards.

HB 1205 passed the Florida House with a vote of 82 yeas
and 34 nays. HB 1205 was then substituted for the Senate
companion bill SB 1468 by the Senate. The bill sponsor
“temporarily postponed” the bill, and died on the calendar
in the Senate chamber.

Environment & Agriculture
HB 7003 & SB 918 — Relating to Water Resources

HB 7003, by Rep. Matt Caldwell (R-Lehigh Acres) and
SB 918, by Sen. Charlie Dean (R-Inverness), comprehen-
sively addressed major water issues, including shortages
in the state of Florida. The bill created an interagency
agreement to develop and implement a uniform water
management system, regarding water supply planning,
consumptive water use permitting, and resource protec-
tion programs. Some key components of the bill included
the Springs Protection Program, the Central Florida Water
Initiative, the Central and Southern Florida Project, and
the Northern Everglades project. These issues are critical
to Florida’s future because the Department of Environ-
mental Protection projects a water shortage of 1.3 billion
gallons of water per day by 2030. AIF supported efforts to
address Florida’s serious water challenges by developing
legislation that would address a series of critical issues.

The Senate and House each passed different versions of
this legislation, but the bill ultimately died in the Senate.

2 2015 Regular Session Wrap-up



Gaming
HB 1233 — Relating to Gaming

HB 1233, relating to Gaming by Rep. Dana Young
(R-Tampa), would have created a statewide gaming com-
mission to better regulate Florida’s gaming industry. There
were two good amendments to HB 1233 that AIF support-
ed. One would have allowed two existing, long-standing
pari-mutuel facilities to offer slot machine wagering, which
would then permit these facilities to operate in a more
competitive manner with other nearby gaming facilities.
The second amendment would have called for referendum
votes to take place in Miami-Dade and Broward counties
on the creation of destination resorts, thereby putting the
decision into the hands of the communities where these
resorts would be located.

AIF supported legislation that would have created a
statewide gaming commission to better regulate Flori-
da’s gaming industry. In addition, we supported allow-
ing Florida’s existing pari-mutual industry to operate
in a competitive manner. AIF has long supported the
creation of high-end destination resorts to bring jobs
and outside capital to the state.

HB 1233 died in its last committee stop in the House
Appropriations Committee.

AIF has long supported the creation of high-end destination resorts to bring
jobs and outside capital to the state.

Permitting
SB 466 & HB 413 — Relating to Low-Voltage Alarm Systems

SB 466, by Sen. Anitere Flores (R-Miami) and HB 413,
by Rep. Bob Cortes (R-Maitland), relating to Low-Voltage
Alarm Systems, amends the current law related to permits
required for low-voltage alarm system installation. The bill
clarifies that the current law applies to “all” low-voltage
alarm system projects for which a permit is required by
local government or “local enforcement agencies,” includ-
ing both residential and commercial low-voltage alarm
systems. The bill also clarifies that a permit is not required
to install or service a “wireless alarm system,” and defines
“wireless alarm system” as a burglar alarm system or
smoke detector that is not hardwired. The bill lowers the
maximum permitting fee from $55 to $40 per permit label.
AIF supported legislation that reduces unnecessary per-
mitting on Florida businesses.

SB 466 was substituted for HB 413 and passed through
the Florida House by a vote of 115 yeas to 0 nays. SB 466
was approved by the Governor on Thursday, May 21st.

Property Rights
HB 391 & SB 896 — Relating to Location of Utilities

HB 391, by Rep. Clay Ingram (R-Pensacola) and SB 896,
by Sen. Jeff Brandes (R-St. Petersburg), relating to the
Location of Utilities, created new standards for financial
responsibility when a municipality requires relocation of
utility equipment situated in a right-of-way or easement.
AIF supported this legislation protecting the private
property rights of Florida businesses.

HB 391 passed through the House chamber by a vote of
110 yeas to 5 nays.

SB 896 died without hearing in its last committee stop in
the Senate Appropriations Committee.

Taxation
HB 7141 — Relating to Taxation

HB 7141, by the House Finance & Tax Committee and
Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-Shalimar), was a tax package bill that
would encompass a wide variety of issues from tax
exemptions, including agricultural items like feed for
aquatic organisms, irrigation equipment, costs of mainte-
nance and repairs of irrigation and power farm equipment,
stakes and certain trailers, the reduction of taxes on state
communications services tax (CST), tax exemptions on
school supplies, to extending dates for tax credit in certain
community contribution donations. AIF supported
legislation that would provide tax cuts for Florida’s

2015 Regular Session Wrap-up 3



consumers and businesses.

HB 7141 passed through the Florida House by a vote of
112 yeas to 3 nays. HB 7141 was then referred to Senate Ap-
propriations and Rules Committee. HB 7141 died without
hearing in the Senate Appropriations Committee.

Note: Portions of HB 7141 were encompassed on HB 33A,
which passed during the Special Session. See section on Special
Session A to follow.

SB 544 — Relating to Exemption from the Sales and Use Tax for
Certain Machinery and Equipment

SB 544, relating to Exemption from the Sales and Use
Tax for Certain Machinery and Equipment by Sen. Dorothy
Hukill (R-Port Orange), would have removed the expira-
tion date for the exemption from sales and use tax for
certain industrial machinery and equipment. The current
exemption for industrial machinery and equipment con-
tinues through April 2017; therefore, the bill does not have
a cash impact in Fiscal Years 2015-2016 or 2016-2017. The
Revenue Estimating Conference has determined that the
bill will reduce general revenue receipts by $122.4 million
in Fiscal Year 2017-2018, with a $122.4 million recurring
impact. The bill will reduce local government revenue by
$27.4 million in Fiscal Year 2017-2018, with a $27.4 million

recurring impact. AIF supported the removal of the three
year sunset on the complete elimination of sales tax im-
posed on the purchase of manufacturing equipment and
machinery. Doing so would lead to expanded manufactur-
ing here in Florida.

SB 544 died in the Senate Appropriations Committee,
the bills last committee stop before heading to the floor.

Transportation
HB 817 — Relating to Transportation Network Companies

HB 817, relating to Transportation Network Companies
by Rep. Matthew Gaetz (R-Shalimar), prompted the state to
create a regulatory framework for the operation of Trans-
portation Network Companies (TNC), instead of regula-
tions being created at the local level. Currently, TNC’s are
not referenced in the state of Florida’s statute; however,
some jurisdictions at the local level have enacted regula-
tions regarding TNC’s. AIF supported this legislation re-
garding statewide digital transportation service policies
to create price competition, promote consumer choice,
enhance customer experience, create jobs and remove
anti-competitive local regulations.

HB 817 died on the calendar in the Florida House chamber.

The removal of the three year sunset on the complete elimination of sales tax imposed on the purchase of manufacturing equipment and machinery will help
to expand manufacturing here in Florida.
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P> Special Session A * June 1-19

HB 33A — Relating to Taxation
HB 33A, relating to Taxation, by House Finance & Tax
Committee and Rep. Matthew Gaetz (R-Shalimar), is a

broad-based tax package designed to bring relief to Florida

families and businesses.
Below is some of what the tax package, HB 33A, will
include:
¢ Reduces the communications services tax (CST)
rate by 1.73 percentage points permanently.
¢ Exempts aquacultural products and feed for
aquacultural products from sales tax.
¢ Expands the farm equipment sales tax exemption to
include storage equipment, irrigation equipment,
parts and repairs, trailers, and plant stakes.
¢ Increases the annual limit on the Research and
Development Corporate Tax Credit from $9 million
to $23 million for calendar year 2016.
¢ Increases the amount of tax credits available for
brownfield rehabilitation from $5 million annually to
$21.6 million in Fiscal Year 2015-2016 and returns to
$5 million annually thereafter.
* Provides a 10-day “back-to-school” tax holiday.
¢ Allows businesses in enterprise zones as of May 1,
2015, to apply for enterprise zone incentives for an
additional three years.
As of Tuesday, June 16th, HB 33A was approved by the
Governor.
AIF supports tax cuts for Florida’s consumers and
businesses.

SB-2A — Relating to Health Insurance Affordability Exchange

SB-2A, relating to the Health Insurance Affordability
Exchange, by Sen. Aaron Bean (R-Jacksonville), would
have established the Florida Health Insurance Exchange
(FHIX) program. SB-2A was the same version approved by
the Senate during the regular session. The FHIX program
would have used federal dollars to provide premium
assistance to approximately 800,000 of the low income
and uninsured Floridians. Participants would have been
required to pay premiums ranging from $3 to $25 a month
and show proof that they were employed or were receiving
employment assistance services. AIF supported SB-2A be-
cause it is consistent with our longstanding health care
policy objectives that seek to ensure a thriving Florida
workforce by increasing the accessibility and affordabil-
ity of quality health care for Florida residents.

SB-2A passed through the Florida Senate by a vote of
33 yeas to 3 nays, but failed to pass through the Florida
House by a vote of 41 yeas to 72 nays, causing this bill
to die.

of Florida
Business”

2008 to address the educational and development needs of Florida’s
business community. FAIF is governed by an independent board of
directors. The Foundation does not engage in any political activities.
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The private business sector’s support is critical to the success and continu-
ance of FAIF’s initiatives and programs. Florida businesses cannot afford
to rely on public opportunities alone to train and prepare their future
employees and leaders. FAIF will foster programs that identify business
needs today and create solutions that will last into the future.

We are confident you will want to be a part in these programs and
opportunities. We welcome your participation and suggestions as we
move forward. Your contributions to FAIF are tax deductible and can be
made by visiting www.faif.org or contacting our executive director,
Steve Trickey at 850.224.7173.

FAIF is a 501 (c)(3) organization. Registration Number: CH28665. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND
FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING
TOLL-FREE (800.435.7352) WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL,
OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. FAIF may use a percentage of your contribution to support required
administrative costs, direct costs, and/or activities.




AIF 2015 LOBBYING TEAM

OFFICERS

Tom C. Feeney
President & Chief
Executive Officer
Associated Industries
of Florida

Tamela Perdue, Esq.
General Counsel
Associated Industries
of Florida

Brewster B. Bevis
Senior Vice President -
State and Federal Affairs
Associated Industries

of Florida

Ryan Tyson

Vice President —
Political Operations
Associated Industries
of Florida

Chris Verlander

Senior Vice President -
Corporate Development
(Jacksonville) Associated
Industries of Florida

CONSULTANTS

Slater Bayliss
The Advocacy Group at
Cardenas Partners

Sarah Busk
The Advocacy Group at
Cardenas Partners

Al Cardenas, Esq.
The Advocacy Group at
Cardenas Partners

Jorge Chamizo
Floridian Partners

Chuck Cliburn
New Capitol IT

Jon Costello
Rutledge Ecenia

Carlos Cruz
Cruz & Company

Justin Day

Cardenas Partners

Charles F. Dudley
Floridian Partners

Leslie Dughi
Greenberg Traurig

John French, Esq.
AlIF Special Counsel for
Election Law

Cory Guzzo
Floridian Partners

Jim Horne
Strategos Group

The Advocacy Group at

Ashley Mayer
Capital City Consulting, LLC

Frank Mayernick
The Mayernick Group

Tracy Hogan Mayernick
The Mayernick Group

Sean Pittman
Pittman Law Group PL.

Teye Reeves
Floridian Partners

Stephen W. Shiver
The Advocacy Group at
Cardenas Partners

Gerald Wester
Capital City Consulting, LLC

Doug Mann

Littlejohn, Mann & Associates = . .
Governmental Relations ‘l j Follow Us on Twitter @VoiceofFLBIZ

Chris Chaney
The Advocacy Group at
Cardenas Partners

. For more information on AlF’s Lobby Team visit aif.com.
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FLORIDA -

Septem

Be the first
to hear from

Florida’s
key policy-
makers on

critical water
legislation.

Renaissance Orlando at SeaWorld

2015

ber 24th & 25th

This meeting will provide participants with the most
current information from Florida’s policy leaders in the
legislature and state government on issues relating to
water policy. Experts and policymakers in the industry
will serve as guest speakers and panelists and will provide
a solid agenda of the on-going, critical issues facing our
state.

The Florida Water Forum has garnered overwhelming
recognition by business community leaders, regional and
local government officials and members of the general
public. Registration is open to all. A detailed agenda will
be announced at a later date.

Day 1.9/24

5-7pm Networking
Reception

Day 2.9/25

9am-1pm General Session
(lunch included)

1-3pm Breakout Sessions

Register On-Line at www.flawaterforum.com




2015 ANNUAL CONFERENCE
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Don't miss your chance to
attend this Summer’s most
informative and comprehensive
conference!

For more information, please visit: http://aif.com



