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VOTING RECORDS ARE TIIE KEY

The votilg records contained in this booklet are of the utmost importance to your business.
These records reflect how each mernber of the 1998 Florida Legislature voted on key issues affecting
industry thus far this year.

While these are not all of the issues debated in the Legislature, they are those that had the
greatest impact on the business community - either in a fucal or a regulatory manner. Each issue
required a legislcor's deliberate vote, either for or against a positive economic climate.

During a campaign it matters very little what a candidate professes he or she will do regarding
a panicular issue if his or her voting record cannot suppoft that stand. Your company! its employees
and its stockholders have a stake in the legislative process. We hope this information will give you the
insight needed to draw your own conclusions as to whether your legislators' voting panerns have been
in the best interest of your business. We urge you to become involved in the electoral process by
supporting those candidates who have supported you - and industry as a whole.

The AIF Voting Records are complete. In addition to votes on final passage for each business
bill, we have also included committee and amendment votes. In many cases these votes are more
crucial than vote,s on final passage. An amendment can completely alter the charter of a bill. A
committee vote can stall a bill or send it speeding toward final passage. AIF only tallies those votes on
which we had a public position. These positions will be defined in the accompanying vote keys.

All votss taken in each chamber are tailied in the respective sections of this booklet. For
example, a vote taken in the Senate on a House bill is included in the Senate section.

The votes contained in the booklet are the actual votes cast, as reported in offrcial state records.
We do not include changed or paired votes. Please remember that these votes have not been corrected
by the Legislature at this time. It is still possible for official corrections to be made. These will be
available in the bound Senate and House Journals in October of this year; changes will not be made to
this publication. AIF records positions of members of the Legislature at the time the vote is recorded,
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How ro Rnlu Vornc Rnconus

The Voting Records are divided by House and Senate and then divided in
each chamber by topic (i.e., Health Care, Environmental, etc.). The secrion on
each topic begins with a key that summarizes the content and action on each
selected bill. The bills are assigned issue numbers and are numbered consecu-
tively ( 1 , 2, 3, etc.). Each vote on an issue (bill) is identified by a lower case letter
in alphabetical order. See the following example.

Following the keys in each section will be a chan that shows the voting
tallies for each action on each selected issue. The first row will identify the issue
and i ssue number ( I -a, I -b, etc. ). The coiumn s record how each senator or repre-
sentative voted on the action. The letter "F' signifies that the legislator voted for
the AIF position; an '4" indicates that the legislator voted against the AIF posi-
tion. The lasl column gives the percentage of pro-business votes recorded by each
legislator on that topic during the 1998 Regular Session.

The first part of Voting Records carries the entire repon of the Senate, be-
ginning with the overall ranking for each senator on all issues selected by AIF,
followed by the section repons. The second half gives the entire report on the
House of Representatives.

CSIHB 767 Bo'd
Check Chorges

by rhe House
€ommittee on Crime

ond Pgnishmenf
qnd Representotive

Tony Hill
(D-Jocksonville)

IF suppons greater remedies made available to businesses seeking recovery
from dishonored checks. This bill provides for the imposition of treble

damages when a stop-payment order is placed on a check by the issuer with the
intent to defraud. The bill also removes "race" as an identiiying background fea-
ture that can be used to determine the identity of the issuer

On March l?, 1998, the House passed the carry-over bill as amended by a
vote of I l7 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 2a: On April 24, 1998, the Senate substituted CS/IIB 767 for SB
212. SB 212 was laid on the table. The Senate passed CSA{B 767 by a vote
of 32 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/IJB 767 became Law without the Governor's signature on May 28,
1998: refer to Ch. #98-297. Laws of Florida.
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Tonr RnroRM



S E N A T E  .  T O R T  R E F O R M

t99B Snrunrn YoUNG Knvs

Tonr Rnronm

his bill is the comprehensive tort reform package. The bill includes modified
provisions of the six House bills which made up the House tort reform pack-

age. CS/SB 874 reflects the final work product of the Senate and the House Tort
Reform Conference Committee.

The provisions of the bill include the following:

. Provides a series of jury reform measures to inform and instruct jurors and
allow greater participation by the jurors in civil trials;

. Authorizes more sanctions to deter litigation activities that are frivolous in
nature or are designed to delay the process;

. Provides a safe harbor for employers when they hire new employees

. Defines adequatq security for premises liability;

. Defines clearly trespassers and the duty owed to them by the owners of

Propeny;
. Reforms punitive damages including, raising the burden of proof for en-
titlement to punitive damages to "clear and convincing" evidcnce, repealing
vicarious liability for punitive damages, placing caps on punitive damages
when they are imposed because of gross negligence, defining clearly the
conduct nece$sary to impose punitive damages, and allowing for a single
punitive damage award;

. Reforms joint and several liability for economic damages for defendants
who are less than 20 percent at fault, requires that all defendants bejoint and
severally liable for $300,000 in economic damages, and requires that all
defendants be liable for their percentage offault thereafter;

. Modifies vicarious liability for owners of vehicles by capping damages at
$800,000;

. Creates a government rules defense, which is a rebuttable presumption, and
allows a jury to consider a manufacturer's adherence to government rules if
a three-part test is met:

C$ISB 874 Tort
Reform by the

Senole Committee
on Rules snd

Colendqr ond
Senqlor John

McKoy
(R-Brodenlon)

I 9 9 8  A I F  V O T I N G  R E C O R D S



CS/gg 874 Continued

S E N A T E  .  T O R T  R E F O R M

. Creates a 12 year statute of repose, but gives claimants five years to file

cases.

Record la: On March 26, 1998, the Senate Rules and Calendar Committee
passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 2l yeas to I

nay. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record I b: On April 9, 1998, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a vote

of 30 yeas to l0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 9, 1998, the House adopted fl "strike-everything" amendment and

passed the bill br a vote of 77 yeas to 2l nays. The House requested the

Senate to concur. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 13, 1998, the Senate refused to concur with the House amendment

and a Conference Committee was appointed.

Record 1c: On April 30, 1998, the Senate passed the Conference Committee

Report by a vote of 24 yeas to 16 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF
position.

On April 30, 1998, the House passed the Conference Committee Report by a

vote of 70 yeas to 46 nays. A "yeat' vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB E74 was Vetoed by the Governor on May lE, 1998.
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F - Vote fttr position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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EuucATroN



Colleges/Bonding
Equipmenr by rhe
Senate Committee
on Educotion snd

Senstor John Grant
(R'Tompa)

S E N A T E  .  E D U C A T I O N

EnucnrroN

his bill expands the purposes for which student capital improvement fees may
be bonded.

During the 1997 Special Session A, the Legislature authorized community

colleges to bond capital improvement costs only for the purpose of new construc-
tion of educational facilities. This bill would expand the bonding authority of
community colleges to include capital improvements and expansion of existing
facilities and the purchase of equipment for educational facilities.

The concern with this proposal is that community colleges may use monies
acquired from the bonding to purchase equipment and attempt improvements that

are not related to education (i.e. lawn equipment and administration vehicles). If

community colleges are going to leverage the future of their campus, it should be

directly related to the education of students. The bill provides that equipment
costs which may be bonOeO must be purchased as a part of the educational facili-
t ies.

I Record la: On March 12, 1998, the Senate Committee on Education passed

the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 1 I yeas to 0 nays. A

"yeatt vsls is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record lb: On April 7, 1998, the Senate Committee on Govemmental Re-
form passed the bill as favorable by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays. A "yefl" vote

is a vote for the AIF position,

On April 24, 1998, the Senate substituted HB 3799 for CS/SB 962.

CS/SB 962 was laid on the table; refer to HB 3799.

cslsB 962
Community
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cslsB 1736
Jobs for Florido

Grsdustes Progrom
by rhe Senqte
Committe€ orr r
Educotion ond

Senotor
Jqmer Horna

(R-Oronga Pork)

HB lg0l Johs for
Floridq Grodusles

Progrom by rhe
House Committee

on Educstion
Innovslion snd
Representotive

Jerry Melvin
(R-Fr, Wolton Beoch)

S E N A T E  r  E D U C A T I O N

Ttr" bill would create the Florida Endowment Foundation for Florida's Gradu-

I ut"r, under the Department of Education, This foundation would be created
as a direct-support organization of the Department of Education to encourage pub-

lic and private support to enhance school-to-work transition for recent graduates.

This bill provides for the operation of the program in accordance with cer-

tain standards of the "Jobs for America's Graduates, Inc." The bill creates an en-

dowment fund and provides for eamings on investment funds to be deposited in an

operating account for use by the Foundation. The bill also creates a one-year pilot

apprenticeship program at the Okaloosa-Walton Community College.

I Record 2a: On March 24, 1998, the Senate Committee on Education passed

the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of l0 yeas to 0 nays. A

"yeatt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 2b: On April 14, 1998, the Senate Committee on Governmental Re-

form passed the bill as favorable by a vote of 6 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote

is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 27, 1998, the Senate substituted HB 1901 for CS/SB 1736.

CS/SB 1736 was laid on the table; refer to HB 1901.

fftir bill is a caffy-over bill from the 1997 Legislative Session. AIF supports
I any assistance that can be given to Florida's college graduates that will aid

their transition into the Florida workforce. HB l90l by the House Committee on

Education Innovation and Representative Melvin creates such an initiative.

The bill would create the Florida Endowment Foundation for Florida's Gradu-
ates under the Department of Education. This foundation would be created as a
direct-support organization of the Department of Education to encourage public

and private support to enhance school-to-work transition for recent graduates.

This bill provides fbr the operation of the program in accordance with cer-
tain standards of the "Jobs for America's Graduates, Inc." The bill creates an en-
dowment fund and provides for earnings on investment funds to be deposited in an
operating account for use by the Foundation. The bill also creates a one-year pilot

apprenticeship program at the Okaloosa'Walton Community College.

On March 24, 1998, the House passed the carry-over bill as amended by a
vote of I l7 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 3a: On April 27, 1998, the Senate substituted HB l90l for CS/SB
1736. CS/SB 1736 was laid on the table. The Senate passed HB l90l by a
vote of 38 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

HB f901 became Law wlthout the Governor's signature on May 22,
1998; refer to Ch. #9E-218, Laws of Florida.
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HB 3799
Community

S E N A T E  .  F D U C A T I O N

his bill was introduced as PCB CC 98-2 bv the House Committee on Commu-
nity College and Carcer Prcparation. The bill expands the pu{poses for which

student capital improvement fees may be bonded.

During the 1997 Special Session A, the Legislature authorized community
colleges to bond capital improvement costs only for the purpose of new construc-
tion of educational facilities. This bill would expand the bonding authority of
community colleges to include capital improvements and expansion of existing
facilities and the purchase of equipment for educational facilities.

The concern with this proposal is that community colleges may use monies
acquired from the bonding to purchase equipment and attempt improvements that
are not related to education (i.e. lawn equipment and administration vehicles). If
community colleges are going to leverage the future of their campus, it should be
directly related to the education of students. This bill provides that equipment
costs, which may be bonded, must be purchased as part of the educational facili-
ties.

On February 18, 1998, the House Committee on Community Colleges passed
PCB CC 98-? as favorable by a vote of l0 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a
vote for the AIF position.

PCB CC 98-2 became HB 3799.

On March 18, 1998, the House Committee on Finance and Thxation passed
the House bill as favorable by a vote of 14 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a
vote for the AIF position.

On March 26, 1998, the House Committee on Education passed the bill as
favorable by a vote of 15 yeas to 0 nays. A {}ea" vote is a vote for the AIF
position.

On April 16, 1998, the House passed the bill by a vote of I l7 yeas to 0 nays.
A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

f Record 4a: On Apnl24,1998, the Senate substituted HB 3799 for CS/SB
962. CS/SB 962 waslaid on the table. The Senate passed HB 3799 by a vote
of 36 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

HB 3799 became Law without the Governor's slgnature on May 28,
1998; refer to Ch. #98-300, Laws of Florida.

Colleges/Bonding
Equipmenr by rhe
House Committee

on Communify
Colleges ond Cqreer

Preporolion,
Represantofive

Bob Sindler
(D-Apopka), ond

Representotive
lf{ike Fsssno

(R-New Port Richey)
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F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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C5l58 272 Citizan
Porticipotien in

Government Acr by
the Senore Judiciory

Committee ond
Senstor John Grsnt

(R-Tompo)

cslsB | 202
Brownfields

Redevelopment by
the Senqte

Committoe on
Naturol R.esources

ond Senstor
Jock LoWolq

(R-Polm Horbor)

S E N A T E  .  E N V I R O N M E N T A L

EnvmoNMENTAt

f o, ,"u"rul years, bills have been filed in the Legislature addrcssing what have
I become known as SLAPP suits. $LAPP stands for Strategic Lawsuits Against
Public Participation and refer to civil lawsuits brought against per$ons that have

participated in a public forum against a governmental action or commented against
a governmental action. Recently, these suits have been used by governmental en-

tities against private citizens who have taken action in a public forum.

AIF has long opposed legislation which limits access to courts and redresses

of grievances by private citizens and private businesses. This bill addresses citizen

participation and govemment action by limiting SLAPP suits brought only by gov-

ernmental entities against its citizens by providing for expedited motions and sanc-
tions against a governmental entity bringing suit.

I Record 1a: On March 5, 1998, the Senate Judiciary Committee passed the

bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays. A
'dyea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record lb: On March 17, 1998, the Senate Committee on Governmental

Reform passed the bill by a vote of B yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote

for the AIF position.

CS/SB 277 died on the Senate Calendar.

ln 1997, the Legislature passed the Brownfields Redevelopment Act, Sections
1376.77-376.84, Florida Statutes. The Act authorizes local governments to des-

ignate brownfields areas by resolution if specified criteria are met. The Act estab-
lishes processes and provides for regulatory oversight of the clean-up process.

Language has now been passed to clarify these provisions. The Brownfields

"glitch" bill addresses several issues that were identified since the passage of the
1997 Brownfields Redevelopment Act as "glitches." The Brownfields bill also
provides a brownfields area loan and guarantee program and other economic in-

centives to encourage the redevelopment and reuse of these brownfields areas. The

bill authorizes closed military bases to be designated as brownfields areas, Addi-
tionally, the bill revises eligibility criteria and liability protection provisions.

I Record 2a: On March 5, 1998, the Senate Committee on Natural Resources
passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of l2 yeas to 0

nays. A d'yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I 9 9 8  A I F  V O T I N G  R E C O R D S 5.1
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C$IHB 1377 Florido
Cleon Outdoor Air

I

t

t

S E N A T E  .  E N V I R O N M E N T A L

Record 2b: On March 12, 1998, the Senate Committee on Community Af-

fairs passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of 5 yeas to 0 nays. A

"yeatt vote is for the AIF position.

Record 2c: On April l, 1998, the Senate Committee on Ways and Means
passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of 24 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea"
vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 2d: On April 15, 1998, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a

vote of 38 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vorc is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 29, 1998, the House substituted CS/SB 1202 for HB 4435. HB

4435 was laid on the table. The House passed CS/SB 1202 by a vote of I l3
yeas to 1 nay. A "yeatt vote is a vote for thc AIF position.

CS/SB 1202 was signed by the Governor and became Law on May 21,
1998; refer to Ch. #98-75, Laws of Florida,

I n 1997, the EPA adopted more stringent clean air standards and a new method of

I measurement of air quality. In the year 2000, the EPA will determine compli-

ance with the new standards. Any area not meeting the standards will be declared

in "non-attainment" and the state will be required to submit a "State Implementa-

tion Plan" (SIP) to bring the area into compliance by the year 2010 or beyond.

During 1999 and 2000, each of Florida's MPO transportation plans for the period

of ?000-2020, will be reviewed for conformity with the SIP. Any area not meeting
the confbrmity requirements will be subject to having all federal transportation
funding for new projects in the area withheld until the plan is brought into compli-
ance. Current vbhicle emissions inspection contracts expire in two years.

The Florida Legislature faced difficult choices in handling this EPA require-

ment. Under any scenario, if air quality deteriorates it would impact the health of

citizens and medical costs and would impact the ability of industry to expand or

relocate into Florida.

CS/HB 1377 is a reasonable compromise which would allow the careful con-

sideration of choices available to Florida for compliance with the new EPA air
standards. The bill prohibits the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Ve-

hicles from entering into a contract for vehicle emissions inspections until directed
by the Legislature to do so. The Depanment is directed to hire an independent
consultant to make recommendations before January I, 1999.

If the issue is not addressed by the Legislature in the 1999 Session, the De-
partment is authorized to enter into contracts for no longer than two years for bien-
nial inspection for vehicles five model years or older using the basic test. A ten
dollar inspection fee is authorized if appropriated by the Legislature.

Act by lhe House
Committee on

Tronsportotion ond
Representotive

Jim Fuller
(R-Jocksonville

Beoch)
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CSIHB 1377 Continued

C5l58 1458 Coostol
Redevelopment by

lhe Senote
Committee on

Community Affairs
snd Senofor
Jock Lotvolo

(R-Polm Horbor)

S E N A T E  .  E N V I R O N M E N T A L

AIF's position is to suppon maintaining auto emissions testing to protect air
quality attainment so that Florida businesses and industries are not unduly im-
pacted by new EPA requirements. The l-egislative action in CS/HB 1377 provides
for the contemplative study of the issue and keeps the inspection program intact,
which is to the benefit of Florida industry.

On April 14, 1998, the House passed the committee substitute as amended by
a vote of 113 yeas to 0 nays. A '?ea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

t Record 3a: On April 28, 1998, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a
vote of 40 yeas to 0 nays. and requested the House to concur. A "yea" vote is
a vote for the AIF position.

On April 30, 1998, the House consurred with the Senate amendments and
passed the bill by a vote of I l8 yeas to I nay. A "yea" vote is a vote for the
AIF position.

CS/HB 1377 became Law wlthout the Governor's signature on May
27, 1998; refer to Ch. #98-254, Laws of Florida.

his bill expands the scope of the Community Redevelopment Act. [t provides

Legislative intent for redevelopment of coastal resort areas which are deterio-
rating or are economically distressed. The bill also contains a pilot project for the
Daytona Beach area containing exemptions from certain coastal construction re-
quirements and targeting the area for meaningful development.

The legislation is designed to establish pilot projects to encourage redevel-
opment of those areas to promote economic growth. Tax incentives, technical
assistance to expedite permitting, and the EPA exemptions from certain siting and

design criteria will be allowed, so long as the redevelopment meets other design
and structural requirements.

If this concept works in pilot project areas, the implications for expanding
into other coastal areas could provide a boost to economies of older, dilapidated
coastal areas throughout the state.

Record 4a: On March 13, 1998, the Senate Committee on Natural Resources
passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of l0 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea"
vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 4b: On March 23, 1998, the Senate Committee on Community AF
fairs passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 7 yeas to
0 nays. A "yes" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 4c: On April 15, 1998, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a
vote of 39 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I
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CSISB 1458 Continued

S E N A T E  T  E N V I R O N M E N T A L

On April 27 , 1998, the House substituted CS/SB 1458 for CS/HB 4107. CS/
HB 4107 was laid on the table.

On April 29, 1998, the House adopted amendments and passed CS/SB 1458

as amended by a vote of I l8 yeas to 0 nays. The House requested the Senate

to concur. A ttyeatt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 4d: On April 30, 1998, the Senate concurred with the House amend-

ments and passed the bill by a vote of37 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a
vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 1458 became Law without the Governor's signaturel refer to
Ch. #9E-201, Laws of Florida.
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CSl58 228 Heqlth
InsurqncelCleft Lipl

Cleft Pslqte by rhe
Sensle Committee

on Heqlth Csre ond
Senslor

Alberto Gutmqn
(R-Miomi)

S E N A T E  .  H E A L T H  C A R E

HnnmH Cnnn

/f, ffnur consistently opposed additional mandated insurance coverage because
Fl the resultant cost incrcases could force some insurers out of the market and
price health care insurance out of the reach of many small businesses.

This bill requires an insurance policy that covers a child under age l8 to
provide coverage for treatment of cleft lip and cleft palate for the child. Insurers
must cover medical, dental, speech therapy, audiology, and nutrition services, if
such services are prescribed by a treating physician or surgeon and the physiciin
or surgeon certifies that such services are medically necessary and impact treat-
ment of cleft lip or cleft palate. The bill specifies terms and conditions which may
apply.

Under cunent law, treatment for cleft palate is covered under most insurance
policies. This is considered a birth defect, and its treatment is covered. However,
the bill mandates additional coverage for cleft palate birth defects. This bill would
require insurance coverage when certified as medically necessary by the treating
physician.

Due to amendments adopted in the Senate Committee on Health Care that
allow the care to be managed, AIF supports the bill.

I Record la: On March 31, 1998, the Senate Committee on Health Care passed
the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of E yeas to 0 nays. A

"yee" vote is a vote for the AIF position

I Record lb: On April 24, 1998, the Senate passed the bill by a vote of 39 yeas

to 0 nays. A "yefl" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 29, 1998, the House passed the bill by a vote of I l9 yeas to 0 nays.
A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 228 became Law without the Governor's signature on May 21,
1998; refer to Ch. #98-66, Laws of Florida.
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CSISB 268 Mentol
Heolrh Pority by

Senote Committee
on Bonking ond

lnsuronce snd
Senslor John Grsnt

(R-Tompo)

S E N A T E  .  H E A L T H  C A R E

his is the Mental Health Parity bill. In its original form, this bill would

have mandated that all health insurance policies cover mental illness to the

same extent that they cover physical illness. The initial bill had no limits on inpa-

tient or outpatient days, no premium caps, and applied to all biologically-based
mental il lnesses.

The Senate Committee on Banking and Insurance amended the bill to limit

coverage for serious mental illness to 45 days of inpatient treatment and 60 days of
outpatient trcatment; exempt small groups from the mental health mandate; define

coverage for "serious mental illness" to include only schizophrenia, schizoaffective

disorder, panic disorder, bipolar affective disorder, major depressive disorder, and
specific obsessive-compulsive disorder; allow an insurer or health maintenance

organization (HMO) to employ their usual case management techniques to this
benefit; and caps premium increases to two percent.

In 1966, Congress passed the Kassebaum/Kennedy bill, which is the federal
mental health parity law. If Florida passes its own version of parity, Florida em-
ployers and workers will be forced to pay more for coverage than employers and
workers in other states.

Amendments were adopted in the Senate which limit the scope of this bill.
So long as the amendments remain, AIF will support this bill.

I Record ?a: On February 17, 1998, the Senate Committee on Banking and
Insurance passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of l2
yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 2b; On April 6, 1998, the Senate Committee on Ways and Means
passed the bill as favorable by a vote of 29 yeas to 5 nays. A "yea" vote is a
vote for the AIF position.

I Record 2c: On April 30, 1998, the Senate passed the bill by a vote of 39 yeas

to 0 nays. A d'yefltt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 268 died in messages to the House.

I
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CSISB 792 Denrol
Insuronce Coveroge

by the Senole
Committee on
Bonking ond

Inguronce snd
Senator

Jock Lotvslo
(R-Polm Horbor)

CSIHB 3487 Dentol

S E N A T E  .  H E A L T H  C A R E

/f, f mr consistently opposed additional mandated insurance coverage because
Fl the resultant cost increases could force some insurers out of the market and
price health care insurance out of the reach of many small businesses.

At the present time, coverage for anesthesia for dental care is not a mandated
covered benefit of subscribers of a health maintenance organization (HMO), an
exclusive provider organization, or preferrcd provider.

This bill mandates coverage for anesthesia given to dental patients. As origi-
nally filed, this bill also had wide implications. A series of amendments were
adopted that nanowed the scope of this bill. The amendments clarified this bill to
say that the dental procedurcs must have implications to the patients general health
and that there must be a joint consultation with a primary care physician. They
also limited the provision of anesthesia to a hospital or ambulatory surgical center
only. These amendments also make this bill much more acceptable, since the man-
date is not as broad as it was in the original bill.

t Record 3a: On April 14, 1998, the Senate Committee on Banking and Insur-
ance passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of I yeas to
0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 3b: On April 20, 1998, the Senate Committee on Health Care passed
the bill favorably as amended by a vote of6 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is
a vote for the AIF position.

On May l, 1998, the Senate substituted CS/HB 3487 for CS/SB 792.

CS/SB 792 was laid on the table: refer to CS/HB 34E7.

1f, f nor consistently opposed additional mandated insurance coverage because
tt the resultant cost increases could force some insurers out of the market and
price health care insurance out of the reach of many small businesses.

At the present time, coverage for anesthesia for dental care is not a mandated
covered benefit of subscribers of a health maintenance organization (HMO), an

exclusive provider organization, or preferred provider.

This bill mandates coveraBe for anesthesia given to dental patients. As origi-
nally filed, this bill also had wide implications. A series of amendments werc
adopted that nanowed the scope of this bill. The amendments clarified this bill to
say that the dental procedures must have implications to the patients general health
and that there must be a joint consultation with a primary care physician. They
also limited the provision of anesthesia to a hospital or ambulatory surgical center
only. These amendments also make this bill much more acceptable, since the man-
date is not as broad as it was in the original bill.

Ingurqnce Coveroge
by the House

Committee on
Heolth Csre

Stondords ond
Regulotory Reform
ond Represenlstive

Sondy Sofley
(R.Cleorwoter)
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CSIHB 3487 Continued

S E N A T E  .  H E A L T H  C A R E

On March 31, 1998, the House Committee on Health Care Standards and
Regulatory Reform passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a
vote of 8 yeas to 0 nays. A'!ea" vote is n vote for the dIF position.

On April 21, the House Committee on Health and Human Services Appro-
priations passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of 8 yeas to 0 nays.
A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 28, 1998, the House passed the bill by a vote of I 19 yeas to 0 nays.
A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 4a; On May l, 1998, the Senate substituted CS/HB 3487 for CS/SB
792. CS/SB 792was laid on the table. The Senate passed CS/HB 3487 by a
vote of 40 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/HB 34E7 was signed by the Governor and became Law on May 29,
1998; refer to Ch. #9E-312, Laws of Florida.
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S E N A T E  .  L E G A L  A N D  J U D I C I A L

5B 212 Bod Check
Chorges by Senotor
Motthew Mesdows

(D-Louderhill)
I

[ncn, Anu JuntclAr

IF supports greater remedies made available to businesses seeking recovery

from dishonored checks. This bill provides for thc imposition of treble

damages when a stop-payment order is placed on a check by the issuer with the

intent to defraud. The bill also removEs "race" as an identifying background fea-

ture that can be used to determine the identity of the issuer.

Record la: On December 2,1997, the Senate Committee on Criminal Jus-

tice passed the bill as favorable by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is

a vote for the AIF position.

Record lb: On March 19, 1998 the Senate Judiciary Committee passed the

bill as favorable by a vote of 6 yeas to 0 nays. A 'yea" vote is a vorc for the

AIF position.

On April 24, 1998, the Senate substituted CSIHB 767 for SB 212.

SB 212 was laid on the table; refer to CS/HB 767.

lF supports greater remedies made available to businesses seeking recovery

from dishonored checks. This bill provides for the imposition of treble

damages when a stop-payment order is placed on a check by the issuer with the

intent to defraud. The bill also removes "race" as an identifying background fea-

ture that can be used to determine the identity of the issuer.

On March 17, 1998, the House passed the carry-over bill as amended by a

vote of 117 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 2a: On April 24, 1998, the Senate substituted CS/HB 767 for SB

212. SB 212 was laid on the table. The Senate passed CS/HB 767 by a vote

of 32 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/HB 767 became Law without the Governor's signature on May 28'
l99E; refer to Ch. #98-297, Laws of Florida.

CS|HB 767 Bad
Check Chorger

by rhe House
Commiltee on Crime

ond Punishment
ond Represenlqtive I

Tony Hill
(D-Jocksonville)
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cs/sB t 192
Medicoid Third-

Porfy Liobility by
rhe Senste

Committee on Rules
and Colendsr,

Sensfor Charlie
Clory (R-Destin),

Senotor
Chorles Williqms
(D-Tollohossee),

ond Senotor Buddy
Dyer (D-Orlondo)

cs/sB r402
Elections by ihe

Senote Commitfee
on Executive

Business, Ethics,
snd Elections ond

Senqtor
Jock Lotvqlo

(R-Polm Horbor)

S E N A T E  T  L E G A L  A N D  J U D I C I A L

f ftir bill repeals the 1994 amendments to Florida's Medicaid Third-Pany

I tiaUitity Act. During the final hours of the 1994 Legislative Session, CS/CS/

SB 2l l0 was amended, which drastically altered the scope of the bill. Prior to the

last-minute floor amendment, the bill was a non-controversial bill that merely sought

to transfer the Medicaid Fraud-Control Unit of the Auditor General to the Depart-

ment of Legal Affairs. As amended, the bill removes the defenses of third parties

who are sued by the State to recover Medicaid expenditures. The State has used

the removal of these defenses to sue the tobacco industry.

AIF supports the repeal of the amendments to the Medicaid Third-Pany Li-

ability Law.

I Record 3a: On April 16, 1998, the Senate Committee on Rules and Calendar

combined SB ll92 with SB 628 and SB 1412. This action created CS/SB

1192. The Senate Committee on Rules and Calendar passed the bill favor-

ably as a committee substitute by a vote of l3 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is

a vote for the AIF position.

On April 23, 1998, the Senate substituted HB 3077 for CS/SB I 192.

CS/SB 1192 was laid on the table: refer to HB 3077.

his bill as adopted by the House and Senate substantially rewrites areas of the

Florida Election Law with an emphasis on absentee balloting. This is in re-

sponse to issues of voterfraud which arose in the 1997 City Commission race in

MiamiBeach.

The bill tightens the law primarily in voter registration and absentee voting
procedures. It enhances the penalties for existing crimes, creates penalties for new

crimes, expands Supervisor of Elections authority and creates a voter fraud hot-

l ine.

AIF has continued to demand tighter controls over absentee ballots to pre-

vent voter fiaud and has opposed effofts to allow fax ballots to overseas electors.

CS/SB 1402 goes a long way in guaranteeing election integrity.

I Record 4a: On April 24, 1998, the Senate passed the conference committee

repon for CS/SB 1402 by a voteof 30 yeas to 9 nays. A "yes" vote is a vote

for the AIF position.

On April 28, 1998, the House passed the conference committee report for
CS/SB 1402 by a vote of 73 yeas to 42 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the
AIF position.

CS/$B 1402 becsme Law without the Governor's signature on May ?1,
1998; refer to Ch. #98-129, Laws of Florida.



HB 3077 Medicoid
Third-Porty tiobility

by Represenlslive
Hony Goode

(R-Melbourne) ond
Reprerentstive
Pouls Dockery

(f,,-tokelcnd)

S E N A T E  .  L E G A L  A N D  J U D I C I A L

ffrir bill repeals the 1994 amendments to Florida's Medicaid Third-Party
I Liability Act. During the final hours of the 1994 l-cgislative Session, CS/CS/

SB 2l l0 wa$ amended, which drastically altered the scope of the bill. Prior to the
last-minute floor amendment, the bill was a non-controversial bill that merely sought
to transfer the Medicaid Fraud-Control Unit of the Auditor General to the Depart-
ment of Legal Affairs. As amended, the bill removes the defenses of third parties
who are sued by the State to recover Medicaid expenditures. The State has used
the removal of these defenses to sue the iobacco industry.

AIF supports the repeal of the amendments to the Medicaid Third-Party

Liability Law.

On April 9, 1998, the House passed the bill by a vote of ll2 yeas to 2 nays.
O "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 23, 1998, the Senate substituted HB 3077 for CS/SB I 192. CS/SB
I192 was laid on the table.

I Record 5a: On April 24, 1998, the Senate passed HB 3077 as amended by a
vote of 39 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 28, 1998, the House adopted an amendment to the Senate amend-
ments, concurred with the Senate amendments as amended, and passed the
bill by a vote of I l7 yeas to I nay. The House requested the Senate to concur.

A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May l, 1998, the Senate refused to concur and requested the House to
recede.

On May I , 1998, the House receded and passed the bill by a vote of I l3 yeas
to 0 nays. A 'dyea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

HB 3077 was sent to the Governor on June l, lggS; deadline of June
16, 1998.
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C5l58 328 Soleg
Tox Exemptions/

Aircrqft by the
Sensle Committee

on Woys ond
Means. ond Sensfor

John Osfolkiewicz
(R-Orlondo)

C5l58 338 Soles
Tox Exemption on

Electririty by the
Sensle Commitfee

on Woys ond
Meons snd Sentrtor

Jock Lotvsls
(R-Pulm Horbor)

S E N A T E  .  T A X A T I O N

TlxltIoN

f urrently, the State of Florida imposes a sales tax on parts and equipment used

tl in the repair and maintenance of commercial aircraft. Consequently, the

airline industry performs only such repair or maintenance that must be performed

in this state, since other state$ exempt aircraft pans from taxation. Any planned or

scheduled maintenance is performed in other states, even though Florida is better

suited for performing year-round maintenance because of its climate.

This bill exempts from sales tax the purchase or lease of certain commercial
aircraft for use by a common carrier. The bill also exempts replacement engines,
parts, and equipment used in the repair and maintenance of cenain aircraft, includ-
ing rotary wing aircraft.

Record la: On February 2,1998, Subcommittee E (Finance andThxation) of

the Senate Ways and Means Committee passed the bill favorably as amended

by a vote of 6 yeas to I nay. O '*yef," vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record lb: On April l, 1998, the Senate Committee on Ways and Means
passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 29 yeas to 0

nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 29, 1998, the Senate substituted CS/HB 317l for CS/SB 328.

CS/SB 328 was laid on the table; refer to CS/HB 3l7f.

f, m supports certain changes to the previously passed electric energy sales tax

Fl exemption to include steam energy and to clarify the threshold for qualify-

ing for the exemption.

This bill clarifies the provisions of the exemption forelectricity used in manu-

facturing that was granted in 1996. The new provision does not require separate

metering of electricity use, but requires at least 75 percent of the use to be for

manufacturing to receive a 100 percent exemption. It also grants a 50 percent

exemption if more than 50 percent, but less than 75 percent of the elecricity is

used in manufacturing. Steam energy is also granted the same sales tax exemption
as electrical energy,

I Record 2a: On February 2, 1998, Subcommittee E (Finance and Thxation) of

the Senate Committee on Ways and Means passed the bill favorably as
amended by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF
position.
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C5l58 33E Continued

cslsB 434 soles
Tax Exemprion/

Pollution Control
Equipmenr by the
Senole Committee

on Woys ond
Mesns ond Senqtor

Buddy Dyer
(D'Orlando)

S E N A T E  .  T A X A T I O N

f Record 2b: On April l, 199E, the Senate Comminee on Ways and Means
passed the bill favorably as a committec substitute by a vote of 24 yeas to 0

nays. A e!ea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 29, 1998, the Senate substituted CS/CS/I{B 3249 for CS/SB 338'

CS/SB 33E was laid on the table; refer to CS/CS/IIB 3249.

IF supports removal of the sales tax on pollution control and prevention equip
ment devices. Providing tax incentives for business and industry on the

purchase and construction of pollution control and prevention facilities is good

public policy since it will encourage business to go beyond the minimum require-

ments for pollution control.

This bill provides an exemption for cenain facilities, devices, fixtures, equip-

ment, machinery, and structures used for pollution prevention or control in manu-

facturing, processing, compounding, or producing for sale cenain items of per-

sonal property. The bill also provides an exemption for certain machinery, equip-

ment, or materials purchased for use at privately owned or operated waste manage'

ment facilities.

t Record 3a: On March I l, 1998, Subcommittee E (Finance and Taxation) of

the Senate Committee on Ways and Means passed the bill favorably as a PCS

by a vote of 6 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 3b: On April l, 1998, the Senate Committee on Ways and Means
passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 27 yeas to 0

nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position,

On April 29, 1998, the Senate substituted CS/CS/HB 3229 for CS/SB 434.

CS/SB 434 was laid on the table; refer to CS/CS/IIB 3229.

I
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Intangible Personsl
Property Tox by the

Sensle Commiftee
on Woys ond

Meons qnd Senqtor
Bill'Bonkheod

(R-Jocksonville)

S E N A T E  T  T A X A T I O N

IF supports legislation that would trncourage the development of high tech-
nology industry by making available a business climate more receptive to

research and development.

This bill provides that any company willing to contract with a state univer-
sity or certain private universities to conduct sponsored research in connection
with its research and development activities would be able to have propeny or
payroll involved wilh that research and development excluded from the apportion-

ment formula used to apportion income among the various states in which the

company operates. This exclusion would ignore any expenses in the state related
to research and development and, therefore, not increase the amount of corporate

tax due to the State of Florida as a result of research and development activities

done in conjunction with the universities. Further, any expense for propeny and
payroll would not subject a company to Florida's corporate tax if it is otherwise
not subject to Florida's tax. The propeny and payroll would become transparent to
the State of Florida.

Record 4a: On March 4, 1998, the Senate Committee on Commerce passed

the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of l0 yeas to 0 nays. A

"yea" is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 4b: On March 17, 1998, the Senate Committee on Education passed

the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 1 I yeas to 0 nays. A

"yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 4c: On March 26, 1998, the Senate Committee on Ways and Means
passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of ?3 yeas to 0 nays. A '!ea"

vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 29, 1998, the Senate substituted CS/CS/HB 3351 for CS/CS/SB

742.

CS/CS/SB 742was laid on the tablei refer to CS/CS/IIB 3351.

Tnr intangibtes tax js one of the biggest deterrents in Florida to attracting new

I business to the state. Intangible personal property to which the tflx applies
includes among other things, stocks, bonds, notes, other obligations to pay moneyl
and accounts receivable. The term "accounts receivable" is not currently defined
by statute.

The major provisions of the bill include the foltowing:

. Raises the minimum amount of tax due before a return and payment are

required frorn $5.00 to $60.00 dollars. This equates to an exemption of

taxable securities of $80,000 for a single taxpayer, $100,000 exemption for
a married taxpayer filing a joint return, and a $30,000 exemption of taxable

assets for business:

Sponsored Reseorch
snd Development

by the Senole
Gommittee on
Education, the
Committee on

Commerce snd
Economic

cslcslsB 74?;

Opportunities, ond
Senotor Chorlie
Clory (R-Destin)

cslsB t450

I

I

I
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CSISB l45O continued

CSIHB 317l Soles
Tox Exemptions/

Airrroft by the
House Committee

on Finsnce snd
Tsxotion qnd

Representqtive
Bob Storks

(R-Cosselberry)

t

I

S E N A T E  .  T A X A T I O N

. Defines "accounts receivable" as a "business debt that is owed by another

to the taxpayer on the taxpayer's assignee in the ordinary course of trade or

business and is not supported by negotiable instruments";

. Begins a three year phase out of the tax on accounts receivable;

'Exempts banks, savings associations, and insurance companies from the

tax;

' Reduces penalties significantly.

Record 5a: On March 26, 1998, the Senate Committee on lffays and Means
passed the bill favorably as a,committee substitute by a vote of 19 yeas to 0

nays. A r'yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 5b: On April 29, 1998, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a

vote of 37 yeas to 0 nays. 6 n'yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On Apri}30, 1998, the House passed the bill by a vote of I l7 yeas to 0 nays.
A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 1450 became Law without the Governor's signature on May 21,
1998; refer to Ch. #98-132, Laws of Florida.

urrently, the State of Florida imposes a sales tax on parts and equipment used
in the repair and maintenance of commercial aircraft. Consequently, the air-

line industry performs only such repair or maintenance that must be performed in
this state, since other states exempt aircraft parts from taxation. Any planned or
scheduled maintenance is performed in other states, even though Florida is better
suited for performing year round maintenance because of its climate.

This bill exempt$ from sales tax the purchase or lease of certain commercial
aircraft for use by a common carrier. The bill also exempts replacement engines.
parts, and equipment used in the repair and maintenance of certain aircraft, includ-
ing rotary wing aircraft.

On December 4, 1997 the House Committee on Finance and Taxation passed

the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of l0 yeas to 0 nays. A

"yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On February 19, 1998, the House CommittEe on Transponation and Eco-
nomic Development passed the bill as favorable by a vote of 8 yeas to 0 nays.
A 'dyeatt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On March 24,1998, the House passed the bill as amended by a vote of I 16
yeas to 3 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position,

I Record 6a: On April 29, 1998, the Senate substituted CS/HB 3l7l for CS/

I 9 9 8  A I F  V O T I N G  R E C O R D s



CSIHB 317I Coniinucd

ESICSIHB 3229
Soles Tax

Exemption/
Pollution Contrul

Equipmenr by the
House Committee

on Finsnce ond
Toxstion, fhe

Committee on
Environmentol

Protecfion, ond
Representqtive
John Throsher

(R-Oronge Pork)

S E N A T E  .  T A X A T I O N

SB 328. CS/SB 328 was laid on the table. The Senate passed CS/HB 3 17 I

by a vote of 37 yeas to 0 nays. A'tea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/IIB 3l7l was signed by the Governor and became Law on May 15'
1998; refer to Chapter #98-60' Laws of Florida.

IF supports rcmoval of the sales tax on pollution control and prevention equip
ment devices. Providing tax incentives for business and industry on the

purchase and construction of pollution control and prevention facilities is good

public policy since it will encourage business to go beyond the minimum require-

ments for pollution control.

This bill provides an exemption for certain facilities, devices, fixtures, equip-

ment, machinery, and structures used for pollution prevention or control in manu-

facturing, processing, compounding, or producing for sale certain items of per-

sonal property. The bill also provides an exemption for certain machinery, equip-

ment, or materials purchased for use at privately owned Or operated waste manaBe-

ment facilities.

On February 4, 1998, the House Committee on Environmental Protection

passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of I I yeas to 0

nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On March 5, 1998, the House Committee on Finance and Taxation passed

the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of l5 yeas to 0 nay,s. A

"yeatt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 14, 1998, the House Committee on General Government passed the

bill favorably as amended by a vote of l0 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a

vote for the AIF position.

On April28, 1998, the House passed the bill as amended by a vote of I l8

yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 7a: On April 29, 1998, the Senate substituted CS/CS/HB 3229 for

CS/SB 434. CS/SB 434 was laid on the table. The Senate passed CS/CS/HB

3229 as amended by a vote of 39 yeas to 0 nays and requested the House to

concur. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 29, 1998, the House concurred with the Senate amendments and

passed the bill by a vote of I l7 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the

AIF position.

CS/CS/HB 3229 became Law without the Governor's signature on
May 29, l99E; refer to Ch. #98-317, Laws of Florida.
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cslcslHB 324e
Soles Tsx

Exemption on
Electricity by rhe

House Committee
on Finsnce qnd

Toxotion, the
Commiffee on

Business

S E N A T E  .  T A X A T I O N

f, m supports certain changes to the previously passed electric energy sales tax

tt exemption to include steam energy and to clarify the threshold for qualify-

ing for the exemption.

This bill clarifies the provisions of the exemption for electricity used in manu-

facturing that was granted in 1996. The new provision does not require separate

metering of electricity use, but requires at least 75 percent of the use to be for
manufacturing to receive a 100 percent exemption. It also grants a 50 percent

exemption if more than 50 percent, but less than 75 percent of the electricity is

used irr manufacturing. Steam energy is also granted the same sales tax exemption
as electrical energy.

On March 4, 1998, the House Committee on Business Development com-

bined the HB 3249 with HB 3305 and passed the bill favorably as a commit-
tee substitute by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays. This action created CS/HB 3?49.

A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On March 18, 1998, the House Committee on Finance and Taxation passed

the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of l5 yeas to 0 nays. A

"yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 2 I , 1998, the House Committee on General Government passed the
bill as favorable by a vote of 1 0 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the
AIF position.

On April 28, 1998, the House passed the bill by a vote of I I 6 yeas to ? nays.
A'(yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 8a: On April 29, 1998, the Senate substituted CS/CS/HB 3249 for

CS/SB 338. CS/SB 338 was laid on the table. The Senate passed CS/CS/HB
3249 by a vote of 39 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF
position.

CS/CS/HB 3249 became Law without the Governor'$ $ignature on
May 29, 1998; refer to Ch. #98-318, Laws of Florida.

Jerry Burroughs
(R-Poce)

Developmenf ond
Internotionol Trsde,

Representqtive
Mike Fqsono
(R-New Port
Richey), ond

Representotive
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cslcslHB 3351
Sponsored Reseorch

ond Development
by rhe House

Committee on
Finonce ond

Toxotion, lhe
Committee on
Colleges ond

Universities ond
R.epresentstive

Mike Fosqno

S E N A T E  .  T A X A T I O N

IF supports legislation that would encourage the development of high tech-

nology industry by making available a business climate more rcceptive to

research and development.

This bill provides that any company willing to contract with a state univer-

sity or certain private universities to conduct sponsored research in connection

with its research and development activities would be able to have property or

payroll involved with.that research and development excluded fmm the apportion-

ment formula used to apportion income among the various states in which the

company operates. This exclusion would ignorc any expenses in the state rclated

to research and development and therefore not increase the amount of corporate

tax due to the State of Florida as a result of research and development activities

done in conjunction with the universities. Funher, any expense for property and

payroll would not subject a company to Florida's corporate tax if it is otherwise

not subject to Florida's tax. The property and payroll would become transPflrent to

the State of Florida,

On March 5, 1998, the House Committee on Colleges and Universities passed

the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of I I yeas to 0 nays. A

"yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On March 18, 1998, the House Committee on Finance and Taxation passed

the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of l4 yeas to 0 nays. A
{6yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 21, 1998, the House Committee on General Government passed the

bill as favorable by a vote of l0 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the

AIF position.

On April 28, 1998, the'House passed the bill by a vote of I l9 yeas to 0 nays.
A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

t Record 9a: On April29, 1998, the Senate substituted CS/CS/HB 3351 for

CS/CS/SB 74?. CS/CS/SB 742 was laid on the table. The Senate passed CS/

CS/HB 3351 by a vote of 40 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the

AIF position.

CS/CS/HB 3351 became Law without the Governor's signature on
May 29, 1998; refer to Ch. #98-325, Laws of Florida.

(R-New Port Richey)
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THn Flontul SnNATE

WonrffiRS

ComPENSATToN



csl58 to92
Workers

Compensstion/
Benefits by the

Sensle Commiftee
on Bsnking and

Insuronce ond
Senotor

Jock Lotvslq
(R-Polm Horbor)

S E N A T E  r  \ { O R K E R S  C O M P E N S A T I O N

WonrERS
CoupENsATIoN

ff,i* bill conects the Burger King decision by the First District Court of Ap-
I peals and the Grice decision by the Supreme Court of Florida. AIF supports

clarification of both decisions.

In the case of Burger King Corporatiott/Cigna Insurance Company v. Morcno,
the District Court of Appeals held that the workers compensation supplemental
benefits ceased at age 62, if the claimant is eligible for social security retirement
benefits and social security benefits. The bill corrects the inteqpretation of the
Appeals Court so that supplemental benefits will cease at age 62 when the claim-

ant is receiving either social security retirement benefits or social security disabil-

ity benefits, An injured worker cannot collect both, thereby, rendering the 1994

amendment ineffective.

In the case of Escambia County Sheriff's Department v. 6rice, the Supreme

Court held that the employer could offset a claimant's workers compensation ben-

efits ro the extent that the total of the compensation benefits, disability retirement,

and social security disability benefits exceeded his "average weekly wage." The
bill clarifies the interpretation of the Court by: allowing the employer to take

offsets to allow 100 percent of the employee's average weekly wage, including

supplemental benefits to age 62, to be calculated by combining workers compen-
sation benefits, social security benefits, and employer-funded benefits provided to
the employee and his dependents for which the employer has contributed more

than 50 percent of the costs of benefits. This includes: retirement benefits; disabil-

ity benefits; and any other payment of wages by the employer. Supplemental ben-
efits are excluded from the definition of benefits. The language is stronger for
business than in the House bill.

I Record la: On March 31, 1998, the Senate Committee on Banking and In-

surance passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 9
yeas to 0 nays. O *yefl" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

t Record lb; On April 16, 1998, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a

vote of 26 yeas to I I nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 22, 1998, the House substituted CS/SB 1092 forHB 4781. HB
4781 was laid on the table.
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CSISB lO92 Continued

cslsB | 346
Division of Sofety

by the Senste
Committee on
Bonking ond

Insursnce ond
Senqtor

Morio Dioz.Bolort
(R-Miomi)

S E N A T E  T  \ A ' / O R K E R S  C O M P E N S A T I O N

On April 27,1998, the House passed CS/SB 1092 as amended by a vote of

I 16 yeas to 0 nays. O "yes" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

f Record lc: On May l, 1998, the Senate adopted an amendment to the House

amendments, concurred with the House amendments as amended, and passed

the bill by a vote of 36 yeas to 2 nays. The Senate requested the House to

concur. A '!ea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 1091 died in messages to the House.

fnir bill authorizes the Division of Safety of the Department of Labor and Em-
I ployment Security to adopt rules in relation to public-sector employers and

employees. These areas include: investigations of public sector employees; record-
keeping requirements for public-sector employers; and regulation of public-sector
employees. The bill also requires temp agencies to enact workplace safety pro-
grams.

In the four years since becoming a Division, the Division of Safety has qua-

drupled in size and now has an annual budget approaching $l I million. In a recent
report by OPPAGA, the Division is cited as not following statutory guidelines and
wasting taxpayer money. AIF believes much of the Division's services are dupli-
cative of federal agencies, and the past four years have not justified such a large
bureaucracy and budget. AIF also believes the private consultation program by the
Division is ineffective and not cost-productive.

Further. AIF believes that the Division's functions should be focused in the
public-sector, and not the private-sector, where the Division has no power to inde-
pendently investigate or penalize employers.

I Record 2a: On March 17, 1998, the Senate Committee on Banking and In-
surance passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 7
yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I  Record 2b: OnApri l  1,  1998, thesenatepassedthebi l l  by avoteof36yeas
to 0 nays. A "yes'r vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 9, I 998, the House Committee on Financial Services passed the bill
as favorable by a vote of 10 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF
position.

On April 28, 1998, the House passed the bill by a vote of I l8 yeas to 0 nays.
A d'yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 1346 became Law without the Governor's signature on May 21,
1998; refer to Ch. #98-126, Laws of Florida.
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sB 1348 AHCA/
Workers

Compensstion

S E N A T E  r  \ A / O R K E R S  C O M P E N S A T I O N

IF believes the current administrative rules enacted by the Agency for Health
Care Administration (AHCA) do not work. This bill delegates the rule-

making authority to AHCA for the sufftcicnt oversight of the workers comPensa-

tion managed care arrangements, under which the current workers compensation
law requires individual self-insured companies to provide coverage. The bill di-

rects the agency to adopt rules that specify procedures for the following: the au-

thorization and examination of managed care arrangernents by AHCA; the autho-

rization of provider networks; the authorization of exceptions from the accessibil-

ity of services; case management, utilization management, and peer review; qual-

ity assurance and medical records; dispute resolution; pmvider education; and data

reporting relating to the grievance procedure, return-to-work outcomes, and pro-

vider networks. AIF suppons amending AHCA's rules to require the use of nation-

ally recognized guidelines for devising practice parameters.

I Record 3a: On March 17, 1998, the Senate Committee on Health Care passed

the bill as favorable by a vote of6 yeas to 0 nays. A ttyea" vote is a vote for

the AIF position.

I Record 3b: On April l, 1998, the Senate passed the bill by a vote of 35 yeas

to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 15, 1998, the House Committee on Health Care Reform passed the
bill as favotable by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the
AIF position

On April 28,1998, the House passed the bill by a vote of 117 yeas to 0 nays.
A ({yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

SB f348 became Law without the Governor's signature on May 21,
1998; refer to Ch. #98-127, Laws of Florida.

Monoged Core by
Senqlor

Ginny Brown-Woite
(R-Bruoksville)
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cslcslsB 1406
Workers

Compensstion
lnsurqnce Froud

by the Senste
Committee on Woys

ond lVleons, the
Committee on
Bonking ond

Insurqnce, ond
Sensior

Chorlie Clory
(R-Destin)

S E N A T E  r  \ { O R K E R S  C O M P E N S A T I O N

his bill addresses the fraud issues in the workers compensation construcdon

industry. Hundreds of thousands of dollars are lost each year due to the many

ways construction workers can be exempt from carrying workers compensation
coverage. AIF believes that by requiring all employees in the construction indus-

try to carry workers compensation insurance, overall rates for employers in the

construction industry would decrease. AIF estimates this at a l0 percent rcduction

in one year.

This bill allows an independent contractor to elect to be exempt as an em'

ployee for workers compensation by affidavit and by an exemption. The person

acknowledges they are not an employee and cannot recover benefits. The bill

gives authority to the Division of Workers Compensation to revoke the exemption

certificates and limits their validity to two years.

AIF believes that the penalties for insurance fraud are not tough enough to

deter employers from committing fraud. The bill starts to remedy this by increas-

ing penalties against employers who are found not providing the required workers

compensation coverage for their employees. It increases criminal penalties for

worker$ compensation fraud to match the criminal penalties for general theft for

first, second, and third degree felonies. The statute of limitations for bringing

action against a person for fraud is increased to five years. The Division would

also be required to issue an order when an employer is suspected to be committing

fraud. The employer would have 24 hours to produce documentation that he is in

compliance with coverage; neglecting to do so would result in the issuing of a

stop-work order by the Division.

AIF supports increasing the investigatory powers for state officials seeking

to confirm an employer's compliance with workers compensation coverage require-

ments. This bill allows the Division of Workers Compensation to monitor compli-

ance by inspecting business records and to utilize subpoena authority of these

records.

t Record 4a: On March 17, 1998, the Senate Committee on Banking and In-

surance passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 8
yeas to 0 nays, A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 4b: On April 8, 1998, the Senate Committee on Ways and Means
passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 29 yeas to 0

nays. A ('yeatt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 4c: On April 16, 1998, the Senate passed the bill by a vote of 3T yeas

to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 28, 1998, the House substituted CS/CS/SB 1406 for HB 4523. HB
4523 was laid on the table. The House passed CSICS/SB 1406 as amended

by a vote of I I I yeas to 0 nays and requested the Senate to concur. A "yea"
vote is a vote for the AIF position.
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CSI CS I SB I 406 Gontinued

cs/sB t408
Confidentiolity of

Workers
Compensotion
Records by fhe

Senole Committee

S E N A T E  r  \ A / O R K E R S  C O M P E N S A T I O N

t Record 4d: On April 30, 1998, the Senate concurred with the House amend-
ments and passed the bill by a vote of 40 yeas to 0 nays. A '!ea" vote is a

vote for the AIF position-

CS/CS/SB 1406 was signed by the Governor and became Law on May
22, l99t; refer to Ch. #9E-U4, Laws of Florida.

he bill provides that investigatory records, obtained by the subpoena power
given to the Division of lVorkers Compensation to insurc compliance with

coverage requirements by employers, be held confidential and exempt from public

records. This applies if the disclosure would jeopardize the integrity of another

investigation; reveal investigative techniques or procedures; reveal a trade secret;

reveal business or personal information; reveal the identity of a confidential sourcei

defame or cause unwarranted damage to a good name or reputation of an indi-

vidual; or jeopardize the safety of an individual. This bill is tied to CS/CS/SB

1406, which contains the substantive provisions relating to the subpoena power of

the Division of Workers Compensation.

I Record 5a: On March 17, 1998, the Senate Committee on Banking and In-

surance passed the bill favorably as a comrnittee substitute by a vote of 9
yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 5b: On April 7, 1998, the Senate Committee on Govemmental Re-

form passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of 5 yeas to 0 nays. A

"yeatt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 5c: On April 16, 1998, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a

vote of 35 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 29,1998, the House passed the bill as amended by a vote of I 19

yeas to 0 nays and requested the Senate to concur. A "yeatt vote is a vote for

the AIF position.

Record 5d: On April 30, 1998, the Senate adopted an amendment to the

House amendments, concurred with the House amendments as amended and

passed the bill by a vote of 40 yeas to 0 nays. The Senate requested the

House to concur. A t'yeatt vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 30, 1998, the House rcfused to concur with the Senate amendment,

and requested the Senate to recede.

Record 5e; On March l, 1998, the Senate receded and passed the bill by a
vote of 40 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 1408 was received by the Governor on June I, 1998; deadline of

June 16,1998-

on Bonking ond
Ingursnce ond

Senotor
Chorlie Clory

(R-Destin)

I
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cs/sB 1626

S E N A T E  .  W O R K E R S  C O M P E N S A T I O N

fnir bill repeals provisions in the Florida Statutes, Chapter 442, relating to the

I Division of Safety's requirements, compliance, enforcement, and penalties

for workplace safety programs by private employers.

This bill authorizes the Division of Safety of the Depanment of Labor and

Employment Security to adopt rules in relation to public-sector employers and

employees which have not been granted to the Division through the Florida Stat-

utes. These areas include: investigations of public sector employees; record-keep-

ing requirements for public-sector employers; and regulation of public-sector em-

ployees. The bill also requires temp agencies to enact workplace safety programs.

In the four years since becoming a Division, the Division of Safety has qua-

drupled in size and now has an annual budget approaching $l I million. [n a recent

report by OPPAGA, the Division is cited as not following statutory guidelines and

wasting taxpayer money. AIF believes much of the Division's $ervices are dupli-

cative of federal agencies, and the past four years have not justified such a large

bureaucracy and budget. AIF also believes the private consultation program by the

Division is ineffective and not cost-productive.

Further, AIF believes that the Division's functions should be focused in the

public-sector, and not the private-sector, where the Division has no Power to inde-

pendently investigate or penalize employers.

I Record 6a: On April 13, 1998, the Senate Committee on Commerce and

Economic Opportunities passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute
by a vote of 10 yeas to 0 nays. A "yef," vote is a vote for the AIF position.

t Record 6b: On Apnl27,1998, the Senilte passed the bill as amended by a

vote of 35 yeas to I nay. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 27, 1998, thb House substituted CS/SB 1626 for HB 3907. HB

3907 was laid on the talile. The House passed CS/SB 1626 by a vote of 67
yeas to 47 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 1626 was Vetoed by the Governor on May 2l' 199E.

A tt supports the adoption of a rebuttable presumption for drug-free work

Fl place injuries, In the case, Hall v. Recchi American, Inc. and Palmer and

Cay Carswell, the Supreme Court held that the presumption of Chapter 440 of the

Florida Statutes that any employee who had an injury on a drug-free workplace

premise was automatically denied workers compensation benefits was unconstitu-

tional. This bill establishes that employees of drug'free workplaces found to be

intoxicated or under the influence of drugs at the time of an injury, must show "that

there is no reasonable hypothesis supponing the possibility that the intoxication or

drug use contributed to the injury." This bill is necessary in order to keep the

Division of Sofery
by rhe Senote
Committee on

Commerce dnd
Economic

Opportunities ond
Senqtor

Koiherine Hsrris
(R-Sorosoro)

SB 1972 Workers
Compensstion/

Intoxicotion/Drugs
by Senotor Tom Lee

(R-Erandon)
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S E N A T E  .  W O R K E R S  C O M P E N S A T I O N

protection of the Drug-Free Workplace Program in the workers compensation sys-
gB 1972 Gontinuad tem in place.

I Record 7a: On March 23, 1998, the Senate Committee on Banking and In-
surance passed the bill as favorable by a vote of I yeas to 0 nays. A "yea"
vote is a vote for the AIF position.

t Record 7b: On April 16, 1998, the Senate passed the senate by a vote of 37
yeas to 0 nays. A *yed' vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 20, 1998, the llouse substituted SB 1972 for HB 4705. I{B 4705
was laid on the table.

On April 22,1998, the House passed SB 1972 by a vote of lll yeas to 0
nays. A "yeat' vote is a vote for the 4Xl prpsition.

SB 1972 became Law wlthout the Governor's slgnature on May 21,
199E; refer to Ch. #98.161, Laws of Florida.
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cslsB 640
Telecommunicstiong

S E N A T E  .  T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S

TnIncoMMUNIcATIoNS

his bill was initially filed as PCB RI98-6. The committee substitute imposes

a major workload on the Public Service Commission (PSC) to study telecom'

munications issues and rcpoft to the Legislature by February 15, 1999. The bill

requires the Commission to address universal service to assist the Legislature in

establishing a permanent mechanism to address services to low-income customers

and high-cost service areas. The PSC is also required to repoft on long distance

rates, business rates, and special services as they impact local phone rates; and

provide conclusions as to a fair and reasonable rate for residential local phone

service.

The bill further extends from 1999 to 2000 the caps on local phone rates for

GTE and Sprint. The bill requires a total reduction of l5 percent in network access

charges by GTE and Sprint.

The bill creates the "Telecommunications Consumer Protection Act" to ad-

dress selected consumer rights.

I Record I a: On April 21, 1998 the Senate Committee on Regulated Industries

passed the bill as a committee substitute by a vote of l0 yeas to 0 nays. A
('yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 29, 1998, the Senate substituted HB 4785 for CS/SB 540.

CS/SB 640 was laid on the table; refer to HB 4785:

his bill was initially filed as PCB UCO 98-3. As substantially amended, the

bill imposes a major workload on the Public Service Commission (PSC) to

study telecommunications issues and report to the Legislature by February 15,

1999, The bilt requires the Commission to address universal service to assist the

Legislature in establishing a permanent mechanism to address services to low-

income customers and high-cost service areas. The PSC is also required to report

on lOng distance rates, business rates, and special services aS they impaCt local

phone rates; and provide conclusions as to a fair and reasonable rate for residential

local phone service.

The bill further extends from I 999 to 2000 the caps on local phone rates for

GTE and Sprint. The bill requires a total reduction of 15 percent in network access

charges by GTE and Sprint.

The bill creates the "Telecommunications Consumer Protection Act" to ad-

Services hy Senate
Committee on

Regulored
Industries

HB 4785
Telecommunicofions

Services by House
Committee on

Ufiliries ond
Communicotions

dnd Represenlotive
Joe Arnoll

(R.Jocksonville
Beoch)
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Tonr Rnponu

CSISB 874 Tort
his bill is the comprehensive tort reform package. The bill includes modified
provisions of the six House bills which made up the House tort reform pack-

Reform by rhe age. CS/SB 874 reflects the final work product of the Senate and the House Ton

Senole Committea
on Rules snd
Colendar and

Senstor
John McKoy

(R-Brodenton)

Reform Conference Committbe.

The provisions of the bill include the following:

'Provides a series ofjury reform measurcs to intbrm and instruct jurors and
allow greater panicipation by the jurors in civil trials;

. Authorizes more sanctions to deter litigation activities that are fiivolous in
nature or are designed to delay the process;

. Provides a safe harbor for employers when they hire new employees;

. Defines adequate security for premises liability;

. Defines clearly trespassers and the duty owed to them by tbe owners of

Propeny;
. Reforms punitive damages including, raising the burden of proof for en-
titlement to punitive damages to "clear and convincing" evidence, repealing
vicarious liability for punitive damages, placing cirps on punitive damages
when they are imposed because of gross negligence, defining clearly the
conduct necessary to impose punitive damages, and allowing tbr a single

. punitive damage awardi

. Retbrms joint and several liability for economic damages for defendants
who are less than 20 percent at fault, requires that all defendants bejoint and
severally liable for $300,000 in economic damages, and requires that all
defendants be liable for their percentage of fault thereafter:

. Modifies vicarious liability for owners of vehicles by capping damages at
$800.000:

. Creates a government rules defense, which is a rebuttable presumption. and
allows a jury to consider a nranufacturer's adherence to government rules if
a three-part test is met;
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CSISB 874 Continued

H O U S E  .  T O R T  R E F O R M

. Creates a 12 year starute of repose, but gives claimants five vears to file

cases.

On March 26, 1998, the Senate Rules and Calendar Committee pas-sed the

bill favorably as a comminee substirute by a vote of 3l veus to I nur" A

"yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On Aprit 9, 1998, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a vote of 30 r'eas

to l0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record la: On April9, 1998, the House adopted a "strike-everything" amend-

ment and passed the bill by a vote of 77 yeas to 2l nays. The House re-
quested the Senate to concur. A'!ea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 13, 1998, the Senate rcfused to concur with the House amendment
and a Conference Committee was appointed.

On April 30, 1998, the Senate passed the Conference Committee Repon by a
vote of 24 yeas to I6 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record lb: On April 30, 1998, the House passed the Conference Committee
Repon by a vote of 70 yeas to 46 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF
position.

CS/SB 874 was Vetoed bv the Governor on Mav 18. f 998.

T

I
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HB 3871 Product
his bill was one of six bills which passed the House and made up the House
ton reform package. This package was the result of extensive hearings on tort

Liobility by the
reform conducted bv the House Comminee on Civil Justice and Clirims

House Commiltee
on Civil Jurtite snd

Clsims ond
Representofive Tom

Wsrner (R.Stuorr)

his bill was one of six bills which passed the House and made up the House

HB 3873 Punitive ton reform package. This package was the result of extensive hearings on tort

Domoges hy the
reform conducted by the House Committee on CivilJustice and Claims.

HB 3873, which was voted out of committee as PCB 98-3. contains thrce
changes to the punitive damages law. First, it changes the burden of proof in order
to obtain punitive damages from the lowest possible standard to a middle standard
of "clear and convincing" evidence. Many other states use a "clear and convinc-
ing" evidence standard tbr punitive damages. This is not new or radical. Thc bill
contains a single punitive damage award provision which provides that a defen-
dant will be punished one time for a course of action. The bill also cleans up the
three times compensatory damage cap on punitive damages so that it is non-discre-
tionary with the judge. Most states that have a punitive damages cap have a true
punitive damages cap, as does this bill.

AIF supports the provisions of the bill.

I Record 3ar On February 17, 1998, the House Committee on Civil Justice
and Claims passed PCB CJ 98-3 as favorable by a vote of 7 yeas ro 2 nays. A

"yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

R.epresentotive Tom
Wsrner (R-Stuorf)

HB 3871. which was voted out of commiuee as PCB CJ 9E-1. conrains the
sratute of repose and the governrnent rules defense. Both of these are aflirmative
defenses. This means that the defendant must plead and prove these def'enses.

The bill creates a statute of repose for product liability by providing that no
action may be brought more than l2 years after the sale or delivery of a product. In
addition, the bill creates a "government rules defense." If the seller or manufac-
turer fully complies with government rules and regulations. there is a rebuttable
presumption that no liability exists in connection with the product.

AIF suppons the provisions of the bill.

I Record 2a: On February 17, 1998, the House Committee on Civil Justice
and Claims passed PCB CJ 98-2 favorably as amended by a vote of I yeas to
I nay. A "yes" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

PCB CJ 98-2 became HB 3871.

I Record 2b: On March 10, 1998, the House passed the bill as amended by a
vote of 8? yeas to 34 nays. A'?ea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

lfB 3871 died in the Senate Committee on Rules and Cslendar.

House Committee
on Civil Justice snd

Cloims ond
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HB 3873 Continucd
PCB CJ 98-3 became HB 3873.

I Record 3b: On March 10, 1998, the House passed the bill as amended b-v a

vote of 68 yeas to 22 nays. A '?ee" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

IIB 3E73 died in the Senate Committee on Rules and Calendar.

'his is one of six bills which passed the House and made up the House ton

HB 3875 Premiser reform package. This package was the rcsult of extensive hearings on ton

tiobility by rhe
reform conducted by the House Committee on Civil Justice and Claims.

House Committee
on Civil Justice snd

Cloims ond
Representqtive

Johnnie Byrd
(R-Plonr Ciryl

HB 3875, which was voted out of committee as PCB 98-1, limits the liability

of propeny owners for injuries to trespassers and injuries caused by third panies.

It creates a "safe harbor" for owners of commcrcial propeny by specifying what

should be done to provide adeguate security for customers and other members of

the public on the premises. The bill also provides protection to land owners from

suits by trespassers for injuries occurring on the propeny.

The bill contains a list of eight safety measures a person who operates a storc
or parking lot or other semi-public place can take to protect their customers. If six
of the eight steps are taken, it is presumed that the person who controls the prop-
erty is not liable for criminal acts that occurred on their property, as the actions
taken would be an indication of their attempt to protect customers.

AIF suppons the provisions of the bill.

I Record 4a: On February 17, 1998, the House Committee on Civil Justice
and Claims passed PCB CJ 98-l as favorable by a vote of 7 yeas to 2 nays. A

"yea" vote is a vote for the AIF posidon.

PCB CJ 98-2 became IIB 3875.

I Record 4b: On March 10, 1998, the House passed the bill as amended by a
vote of 107 yeas to I nays. A d!ea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

HB 3875 died in the Senate Committee on Rules and Calendar.
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HB 3877 Renfol Cor
tiobility by rhe

House Commiftee
on Civil Justice snd

Cloims ond
Representstive

Mork Flcnogon
(R-Brodenton)

HB 3879 Joint ond
Severol Liobility by

House Committee
on Civil Justice ond

Cloims ond
Representsfive
Scotf Clemons

(D-Ponamo City|

H O U S E  .  T O R T  R E F O R M

fi,ir bill was one of six bills which passed the House and made up the House

I ton reform package. This package was the result of extensive hearings on ton

reform conducted by the House Committee on Civil Justice and Clarms.

HB 3877, which was voted out of committee as PCB CJ 98--1, provides ir-

nancial limitations on liability for persons who lease motor vehicles under shon-
term leases. Under cunent law, if the owner of a motor vehicle gives express or

implied permission to a third party to operate the motor vehicle, the owner can be

held liable for the negligence of the operator, even if the owner exercised reason-

able due care in giving permission to the third party. This is based on a coun made

doctrine which classifies automobiles as dangerous instrumentalities.

The bill l imits the vicarious liability of rental car agencies to $100,000/
$300,000 bodily injury and $50,000 in property damage. plus an additional $500,000
in coverage if the driver or lessee is uninsurcd or underinsured. The bill does not
Iimit the liability of rental car agencies for their own negligence.

I Record 5a: On February 17, 1998, the House Committee on Civil Justice

and Claims passed PCB CJ 98-4 as favorable by a vote of 7 yeas to 2 nays. A

"yeat' vote is a vote for the AIF position.

PCB CJ 984 became HB 3877.

I Record 5b: On March 10, 1998, the House passed the bill by a vote of 73
yeas to 42 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position,

HB 3877 died in the Senate Committee on Rules and Calendar.

ton

his bill was one of six bills which passed the House and made up the House
tort reform package. This package was the result ofthe extensive hearings on
reform conducted bv the House Committee on CivilJustice and Claims.

HB 3879, which was voted out of committee as PCB CJ 98-5, contains joint

and several liability repeal language. This is the most important issue to the Florida
business community. This bill repeals joint and several liability completely for

damages under $25,000. It also preserves joint and several liability fbr economic
damages (lost wages, etc.) up to $250,000. In cases involving over $250,000 in
economic damages, defendants would pay according to their share of tault.

AIF suppons the complete repeal of joint and several liability; however, the
provisions of the bill are a responsible compromise. Therefore, AIF supports HB
3879.

I Record 6a: On February 17. 1998, the House Committee on Civil Justice
and Claims passed PCB CJ 98-5 as favorable by a vote of 9 yeas to 0 nays. A

"yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position,

PCB CJ 98-5 became HB 3879.
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HB 3879 Confinuad

Committee on Civil
Justice ond Clsims

ond Representslive
Tom Wqrner

(R-5tuad)

HB 3881 Litigorion
reform conducted by the House Committee on Civil Justicc and Claims.

Reform by House

H O U S E  .  T O R T  R E F O R M

I Record 6b: On March 10, 1998, the House passed the bill as amended b.v a

vote of 74 yeas to 43 nays. A '?ea' vote is a vote for the AIF position.

IIB 3879 died in the Senate Committee on Rules rnd Calendar.

his bill was one of six bills which passed the House and made up the House

ton reform package. This package was the result of extensive hearings on tort

HB 3EBl, which was voted out of committee as PCB 98-6, includes a num-
ber of issues relating to litigation reform aimed at promoting settlement and reduc-
ing the dme, cost, and uncertainty of the litigation process. It esmblishes proce-

dures for expedited trials, private judges, and jury reforms. It attacks frivolous
claims and unnecessary expenses by providing standards for the award of expert
witness fees and by imposing sanctions against panies and attorneys who file un-

founded claims or defenses or take actions to delay a case. The bill also simplifies
jury verdict forms and offers of judgment.

AIF suppons the provisions of the bill.

I Record 7a: On February 17, 1998, the House Committee on Civil Justice
and Claims passed PCB CJ 98-6 as favorable by a vote of 9 yeas to 0 nays. A
(6yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

PCB CJ 98-6 became HB 3881.

I Record 7b: On March 10, 1998, the House passed the bill as amended by a
vote of I 15 yeas to I nay. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

IIB 3EEf died in the Senate Committee on Rules and Cslendar.
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ii:::::;: Reddick (D) A A A F F A

ir:;r;::::;:; ::r:i::;:r;rli:i:

;1f;itdi;1iii$*lr+' Ritchie (D) A A A F F A A F

.i#JI
Ritter (D) F A F F A A F A A F A F F
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H O U S E E D U C A T I O N
I

HB | 9Ot Jobs for
Florido Grsdusfes

Prugrom by the
House Commiftee

on Educotion
InnovEtion qnd

Representstive
Jerry ftlelvin (R-Ft.

Wolton Beoch)

EnuclrIoN

his bill is a cany-over bill from the 1997 Legislative Session. AIF suppons
any assistance that can be given to Florida's college graduates that will aid

their transition into the Florida workforce. tIB l90l by the House Commi[ee on

Education Innovation and Representative Melvin creates such an initiutive.

The bill would create the Florida Endowment Foundation for Florida's Gradu-

ates under the Department of Education. This foundation would be created as a
direct-suppon organization of the Department of Education to encDurage public

and private support to enhance school-to-work transition for recent graduates.

This bill provides for the operation of the program in accordance with cer-
tain standards of the "Jobs for America's Graduates, Inc." The bill creates an en-
dowment fund and provides for earnings on investment funds to be deposited in an

operating account for use by the Foundation. The bill also creates a one-year pilot

apprenticeship program at the Okaloosa-Walton Community Colleee.

I Record l a: On March 24, l99S, the House passed the carry-over bill as amended
by a vote of I I7 yeas to 0 nays. O "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 27,1998, the Senate substituted HB l90l for SB 1736. SB 1736
was laid on the table. The Senate passed HB l90l by a vote of 38 yeas to0
nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

HB 190f became Law without the Governor's signature on May 2?,
l99E; refer to Ch. #98-21E, Laws of Florida.
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HB 3799

H O U S E E D U C A T I O N

his bill was introduced as PCB CC 98-? by the House Committee on Commu'

nity College and Career Preparation. The bill expands the purposes tbr rvhich

student capital improvement fees may be bonded.

During the 1997 Special Session A, the Legislature aurhorized ctrmmunitv

colleges to bond capital improvement costs only for the purpose of nerv conslruc'

tion of educational facilities. This bill would expand the bonding authorit!' of

community colleges to include capital improvements and expansion of existing

facilities and the purchase of equipment for educational facilities.

The concern with this proposal is that community'colle*les milv use monies

acquired from the bonding to purchase equipment and attempt improvements that

are nor related to education (i.e. lawn equipment and administration vehicles). If

community colleges are going to leverage the future of their campus. it should be

directly related to the educadon of studenm. This bill provides that equipment

costs, which may be bonded, must be purchased as a part of the educational facili-

ties.

Record 2a: On February lE, 1998, the House Committee on Community

Colleges passed PCB CC 98-2 as favorable by a vote of l0 yeas to 0 nays. A

"yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

PCB CC 98-2 became HB 3799.

Record 2b: On March 18. 1998. the House Committee on Finance andTaxa-

tion passed the House bill as favorable by a vote of 14 yeas to 0 nays. A

"yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 2c; On March 26, 1998, the House Committee on Education passed

the bill as favorable by a vote of l5 yeas to 0 nays. A '!ea" vote is a vote for
the AIF position.

Record 2d: On April 16, 1998, the House passed the bill by a vote of ll?
yeas to 0 nays. O *'yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 24, 1998, the Senate substituted HB 3799 tbr CS/SB 962. CS/SB
962 was laid on the table. The Senate passed HB 3799 by a vote of 36 yeas to
0 nays, A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

HB 3799 became Law without the Governor's signature on May 28,
1998; refer to Ch. #98-300, Laws of Florida.

Community
Colleges/Bonding
Equipmenr by the
House Committee

on Community
Colleges snd Csreer

Preporolion,
Represenftrtive Bob
Sindler (D-Apopko),
ond Representotive

Mike Fssono
(R-New Port R,ichey) t

I

I

I
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irt .,:0 it00 Albright (R) F F

'!, 0 100 Alexander (R) F F

.3 0 100 Andrews (R) F F F

2 0 t00 Argenziano (R) F F

3 0 , ' 100 Arnall (R) F F F

, 0 100 Arnold (D) F F

2 0 r00 Bainter (R) F F

2 0 100 Ball (R) F F

,| 0 r00 Baneiro (R) F F

2 0 100 Betancourt (D) F F

, 0 r00 Bitner (R) F F

z 0 100 Bloom (D) F F

2 0 100 Boyd (D) F F

2 0 100 Bradley (D) F F

3 0 100 Brennan (D) F F F

2 0 100 Bronson (D) F F

2 0 100 Brooks (R) F F

F - Vate for position af AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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,, 0 100 Brown (D) F F

I I 0 Bullard (D) F

2 0 ,100 Bunoughs (R) F F

2 0 r00 Bush (D) F F

3 0 ::I.00 Byrd (R) F F F

7 0 100 Carlton (R) F F

3 0 r00 Casey (R) F F

3 0 r00 Chestnut (D) F F F

2 0 r00 Clemons (D) F F

3 0 100 Constantine (R) F F F

3 0 100 Cosgrove (D) F F F

, 0 r00 Crady (D) F F

", 0 100 Crist (R) F F

2 0 100 Crow (R) F F

3 0 100 Culp (R) F F F

I 0 100 Dawson-White (D) F

,, 0 r00 Dennis (D) F F

F - Vote for position of AIF , A - Vate against position of AIF
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I 0 100 Diaz de la Portilla (R) F

3 0 r00 Dockery (R) F F F

,l 0 100 Edwards (D) F F

,| 0 r00 Effman (D) F F

1 0 100 Eggelletion (D) F F

4 0 100 Fasano (R) F F F F

2 0 100 Feeney (R) F F

7 0 r00 Fischer (D) F F

2 0 r00 Flanagan (R) F F

7 0 100 Frankel (D) F F

2 0 100 Fuller (R) F F

3 0 r00 Futch (R) F F F

I 0
'100

Garcia (R) F

J 0 100 Gay (R) F F

2 0 100 Goode (R) F F

2 0 r00 Gottlieb (D) F F

3 0 r00 Greene (D) F F F

F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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3 0 t00 Hanington (R) F F F

2 0 100 Healey (D) F F

7 0 r00 Heyman (D) F F

3 0 100 Hilr(D) F F F

3 0 r00 Horan (D) F F F

3 0 100 Jacobs (D) F F F

J 0 100 Jones (R) F F

3 0 100 Kelly (R) F F F

2 0 100 King (R) F F

7 0 100 Kosmas (D) F F

) 0 100 Lacasa (R) F F

, 0 100 Lawson (D) F F

2 0 r00 Lippman (D) F F

) 0 100 Littlefield (R) F F

1 0 100 Livingston (R) F F

2 0 100 Logan (D) F F

F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position af AIF
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3 0 100 Lynn (R) F F F

3 0 100 Mackenzie (D) F F F

,, 0 100 Mackey (D) F F

, 0 100 Maygarden (R) F F

2 0 100 Meek (D) F F

, 0 r00 Melvin (R) F F

2 0 r00 Merchant (R) F F .

4 0 100 Miller (D) F F F F

7 0 100 Minton (D) F F

'l 0 r00 Mononi (R) F F

1 0 100 Morse (R) F F

3 0 r00 Murman (R) F F F

3 0 100 Ogles (R) F F F

,, 0 100 Peaden (R) F F

, 0 100 Posey (R) F F

3 0 100 Prewitt (D) F F F

3 0 100 Pruitt (R) F F F

F - Vote for positian of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF

I3 .7I 9 9 8  A I F  V O T I N G  R . E C O R D S



llous: Av:nlcr ox Eouclrlox lssurs lcornrnurof

Eo
It
-t
{

E

l-|az
{(9
{t
-l

Fo
F

,lr
{
E
E
F
"-e

ltl

E
F

Hzrr|
ta
trl
Er
ltl
E

o0

r
q)

rY
tt

I

+,

l r  1

oo

U
h

E

U
(g(\

c)

4

U
h

U

t\

el

l ! r

E4

h

U
I

(J
r|

io

I

r 1

h

(\

3 0 r00 Putnam (R) F F F

j 0 r00 Rayson (D) F F

2 0 t00 Reddick (D) F F

7 0 100 Ritchie (D) F F

., 0 r00 Rirrer (D) F F

J 0 r00 Roberts-Burke (D) F F

3 0 r00 Rodriguez-Chomat (R) F F F

2 0 100 Rojas (R) F F

I 0 100 Safley (R) F

", 0 100 Sanderson (R) F F

2 0 r00 Saunders (R) F F

,| 0 100 Sembler (R) F F

3 0 100 Silver (D) F F F

3 0 100 Sindler (D) F F F

2 0 100 Smith (D) F F

2 0 100 Spratt (D) F F

3 0 r00 Stabins (R) F F F

F - Vote for positi:on of AIF , A - Vote against position of AIF
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3 0 r00 Stafford (D) F F F

3 0 r00 Starks (R) F F F

3 0 100 Sublene (R) F F F

3 0 ll{Xl ,, Tamargo (R) F F F

2 0 100 Thrasher (R) F F

3 0 100 Tobin (D) F F F

z 0 r00 Trovillion (R) F F

3 0 r00 Turnbull(D) F F F

2 0 r00 Valdes (R) F F

I 0 100 Villalobos (R) F

2 0 100 Wallace (R) F F

3 0 100 Warner (R) F F F

3 0 r00 Wassbrman-Schultz (D) F F F

2 0 r00 Webster (R) F F

2 0 100 Westbrook (D) F F

2 0 100 Wiles (D) F F

2 0 r00 Wise (R) F F

2 0 100 Ziebarth (R) F F

274 o too TOTAL

F - Vote Jor position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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cslsB 1202
Brownfields

H O U S E  .  E N V I R O N M E N T A L

EUvmoNMENTAL

ln 199?, the Legislature passed the Brownfields Redevelopment Act, Sections

llllJl-116.84, Florida Starutes. The Act authorizes local governments to des-

ignate brownfields areas by resolution if specified criteria are met. The Act estab-

Iishes processes and provides for regulatory oversight ofthe clean-up process.

Cleanup language has now been passed to clarifl ' these provisions. The

Brownfields -'glitch" bill addresses several issues that were identified since the
passage of the 1997 Brownfields RedevelopmentAct as -'glitches." The Brownfields
bill also provides a brownfields area loan and guarantee program and other eco-

nomic incentives to encourage the redevelopment and reuse of these browntields

areas. The bill authorizes closed military bases to be designated as browntields
areas. Additionally, the bill revises eligibility criteria and liability protection pro-

visions.

On March 5, 1998, the Senate Committee on Natural Resources passed the

bill tavorably as a committee substitute by a vote of l2 yeas to 0 nays. A
'!ea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On March 12, 1998, the Senate Committee on Community Affairs passed the
bill favorably as amended by a vote of5 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is for
the AIF position,

On April I, 1998, the Senate Committee on Ways and Means pussed the bill
favorably as amended by a vote of24 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote

for the AIF position

On April I 5, I 998, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a vote of 38 yeas
. to 0 nays, A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position

I Record la: On April 29, 1998, the House substituted CSISB 1202 for HB
4435. HB 4435 was laid on the table. The House passed CS/SB 1202 by a
vote of I l3 yeas to I nay. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB I?02 was signed by the Governor and became Law on Mey 21,
l99E; refer to Ch. #98-75, Laws of Florida.

Redevelopment
by the Senole
Commiftee on

Notursl Resources
snd Senolor
Jock lstvolq

(R-Polm Horbor)
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CSIHB 1377 Florido
Cleon Outdoor Air

H O U S E  .  E N V I R O N M E N T A L

I n 1997, the EPA adopred more stringent clean air standards and a neu' methorJ ot

I measurement of air quality. In the year 2000. the EPA rvill detennine compli-

ance with the new standards. Any area not meeting the standirrds u ill be declared

in "non-attainment" and the state will be required to submit a "Slrte Implenrentit"

tion Plan" (SIP) to bring the area into compliance by the year l0l0 or be1'ond.

During 1999 and 2000, each of Florida's MPO transponation plans tbr the period

of 2000-2020, will be reviewed for conformity with the SlP. Any area not meeting

the conformity requirements will be subject to having all federal transponation

funding for new projects in the arca withheld until the plan is brought into compli-

ance. Current vehicle emissions inspection contracts expire in two years.

The Florida Legislature faced difficult choices in handling this EPA require-

menr. Under any scenario, if air quality deteriorates it would impact the health of

cidzens and medical costs and would impact the ability' of industrl' to expand or

relocate into Florida.

CS/HB 1377 is a reasonable compromise which would allow the caretul con-

sideration of choices available to Florida for compliance with the new EPA air

standards. The bill prohibits the Depanment of Hi*ehway Sat'ety and Motor Ve-

hicles from entering into a contract for vehicle emissions inspections until directed

by the Legislature to do so. The Department is directed to hire un independent

consultant to make recommendations befbre January I, 1999.

If the issue is not addressed by the Legislature in the 1999 Session, the De-
partment is authorized to enter into conracts for no longer than two years fbr bien-
nial inspection for vehicles five model years or older using the basic test. A ten
dollar inspection f'ee is authorized if appropriated by the Legislature.

AIF's position is to support maintaining auto emissions testing to protect air
quality attainment so that Florida businesses and industries are not unduly im-
pacted by new EPA requirements. The Legislative action in CS/HB 1377 provides
for the contemplative study of the issue and keeps the inspection program intact,
which is to the benefit of Florida indusrry.

I Record 2a: On April 14, 1998. the House passed the committee substitute as
amended by a vote of I l3 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF
position,

On April 28, 1998, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a vote of 40 yeas
to 0 nays and requested the House to concur. A "yea" vote is a vote for the
AIF position.

I Record 2b: On April 30, 1998, the House concurred with the Senate amend-
ments and passed the bill by a vote of l18 yeas to I nay. A r'yea" vote is a
vole for the AIF posirion.

CS/IIB 1377 became Law without the Governor's signature on May
27,19981refer to Ch. #98-254. Laws of Florida.

Acr by the House
Commiltee on

Tronsportotion snd
Representstive

Jim Fuller
(R-Jocksonville

Beach)
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H O U S E  .  E N V I R O N M E N T A L

his bill expands the scope of the Community Redevelopment Act. It provides

CS/SB 1458 Coostol Legislative intent fOr redevelopment Of coastal reson areas u'hich are deteritl-

Redevelopmenl
rating or are economically distressed. The bill also contains a pilot project tbr the

Daytona Beach area containing exemptions from certain coastal constructlon re-
quirements and targeting the area for meaningful development.by the Senole

Committee on
Community Affoirs

qnd Senotor
Jsck lotvclo

(R-Polm Horbor)

The legislation is designed to establish pilot projects to encourage redevel-

opment of tho$e areas to promote economic growth. Tbx incentives, technical

assistance to expedite permitting, and the EPA exemptions from cenain siting and
design criteria will be allowed, so long as the redevelopment meets other design

and structural requirements.

If this concept works in pilot project areas, the implications tbr expunding
into other coastal areas could provide a boost to economies of older, dilapidated

coastal areas throughout the state.

On March 13, 1998, the Senate Committee on Natural Resources passed the
bill favorably as amended by a vote of l0 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a
vote for the AIF posidon.

On March 23. 1998, the Senate Committee on Community Aftairs passed the

bill favorably as a commiilee substitute by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays. A

"yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 15, 1998, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a vote of 39 yeas

to 0 nays. A {'yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 27 , 1998, the House substituted CS/SB I 458 for CS/HB 4l 07. CS/

HB 4107 was laid on the table.

I Record 3a: On April 29, 1998, the House adopted amendments and passed

CS/SB 1458 as amended.by a vote of ll8 yeas to 0 nays. The House re-
quested the Senate to concur. A '!ea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 30. 1998, the Senate concurred with the House amendments and
passed the bill by a vote of 37 yeas to 0 nays. A '!ea" vote is a vote for the

' AIF position.

CS/SB 1458 became Law without the Governor's signature on May 22,
1998; refer to Ch. #98.201. Laws of Florida.
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CSIHB 3549 Citizen
Porticipation in

Government Act
by the House

Committee on Civil
Justice ond Clcims

H O U S E  .  E N V I R O N M E N T A L

or several years, bills have been filed in the Legislature addressing u'hat have

become known as SLAPP suits. SLAPP stands for Strategic Lawsuits Against

Public Participation and refer to civil lawsuits brought against persons thal have

panicipated in a public forum against a govemmental action or coffimented aglinst

a governmental action. Recently, these suits have been used by governtnentul en-

tities against private citizens who have taken action in a public tbrum.

AIF has long opposed legisladon which limits access to courts and redresses

ofgrievances by privare cirizens and private businesses. This bill addresses citizen

panicipadon and government action by limiting SLAPP suim brought onl;'b1'gov'

ernmental entiries against its citizens by providing forexpedited motions and sanc-

tions against a governmental entity bringing suit.

Record 4a: On March I l, 1998, the House Committee on Civil Justice and

Claims passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of I yeas

to 0 nays. O t'yef," vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 4b: On April T, 1998, the House Committee on Governmental Op-

erations passed the bill as favorable by a vote of 5 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea"
vore is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 4c: On April22, 1998, the House passed the bill by a vote of I l2
yeas to 3 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/HB 3549 died in the Senete Judiciary Committee.

he bill expands the scope of the Community Redevelopment Act. It provides

Legislative intent tbr redevelopment of coastal resort area$ which are deterio-
rating or are economically distressed. The bill also contains.a pilot project for the
Daytona Beach area containing exemptions from certain coastal construction re-
quirements and targeting the area for meaningful development.

The legislation is designed to establish pilot projects to encourage redevel-
opment of those areas to promote economic growth. Tax incentives, technical
assistance to expedite permitting, and the EPA exemptions from cenain siting and
design criteria will be allowed. so long as the redevelopment meets other design
and structural requirements,

If this concept works in pilot project areas, the implications fbr expanding
into other coastal areas could provide a boost to economies of older, dilapidated
coastal areas throughout the state.

I Record 5a: On March 24, 1998, the House Committee on Environmental
Protection passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of 9 yeas to 0 nays.
A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

ond Represenlolive
Cqrl Lifflefield
(R-Dode City)

I

cslHB 4rO7
Cosstal

t

I

Redevelopment
by the House

Committee on
Community Affoirr

ond Represenlqlive
Doug Wiles

(D-St. Augustine|
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CSIHB 4lO7 Conlinucd

HB 4435
Bruwnfields

H O U S E  r  E N V I R O N M E N T A T

I Record 5b: On March 30, 1998, the House Committee on Communit;" Af-

fairs passed the bitt favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 9 veas to

0 nays, A '?ea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April27, 1998, the }Iouse substituted CS/SB 1458 for CSiHB 4107.

CS/IIB 4107 was laid on the table; refer to CS/SB f458.

f n 1997, the Legislature passed the Brownfields Redevelopment Act, Sections
1376J7-376.84, Florida Statutes. The Act authorized local governments to des-
ignate brownfields areas by rcevaluation if specified criteria are met. The Act
establishes processes and provides for regulatory oversight of the clean-up pro-

cess,

Cleanup language has now been passed to clarify these provisions. The
Brownfields "glitch" bill addresses several issues that were identified since the
passage of the I 997 Brownfields Redevelopment Act as "glitches." The Brownfields
bill also provides a brownfields area loan and guarantee program and other eco-
nomic incentives to encourage the redevelopment and reuse of these brownfields
areas. The bill authorizes closed military bases to be designated as brownfields
areas. Additionally, the bill revises eligibility criteria and liability protection pro-
visions.

I Record 6a: On April 6, 1998, the House Committee on Environmental Pro-
tection passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of I yeas to 0 nays. A

"yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 6b: On April 14, 1998, the House Committee on Finance and Taxa-
tion passed the bill as favorable by a vote of I 3 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote
is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 6c; On April 21, 1998, the House Committee on General Govern-
ment passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of I I yeas to 0 nays. A

"yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 29, 1998, the House substituted CS/SB l2OZfor HB 4435.

IIB 4435 was laid on the table; refer to CS/$B 1202.

Redevelopment by
Representstive

Lee Constontine (R.
Altomonre Springs)
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+i* il#i* Silver (D) F F F A F
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H O U S E  .  H E A L T H  C A R E

HB 4l Mentol
Heqlth Pority by

Representqtive
Mcry Brennqn

(D-Pinellos Pork)

CSISB ?.?'8 Heolrh
lnsursnce/Cleft tip/

Cleft Polote by the
Senote Commiftee

on HeElth Csre snd
Senqtor Alberto

Guimsn (R,-Miumi)

Hnnlts Cmn

his is the Mental Health Parity bill. The bill mandates that all health insurance

policies cover mental illness to the same exrcnt that they cover physical ill'

ness. The bill has no limits on inpatient or outpatient days, no premium caps. lnd

applies to all biologically-based mental illnesses.

In 1966, Congress passed the Kassebaum/I(ennedy bill, which is the t'ederrl

mental health parity law If Florida passes its own version of parity, Floridr em-

ployers and workers will be forced to pay more for covera=Ee than employers and

workers in other states.

AIF strongly opposes tIE 41. Amendments adopted in the senate would

have made this bill acceptable; however, they were not adopted in the House.

I Record la: Qn March 18, 1998, the House passed the cany-over bill as

amended by a vote of82 yeas to 35 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote against the

AIF position.

HB 41 died in the Senate Committee on Banking and Insurance.

f, m has consisrently opposed additional mandated insurance coveraBe because

Fl the resultant cost irrcreases could force some insurers out of the market and

price health care insurance out of the reach of many small businesses.

This bill requires an insurance policy that covers a child under age l8 to

provide coverage for treatment of cleft lip and cleft palate for the child. Insurers

must cover medical, dental, speech therapy, audiology, and nutrition serviccs, if

such services are prescribed by a treating physician or surgtron and the physician

or surgeon cenifies that such services are medically neces$ary and impact treat-

ment of cleft lip or cleft palate. The bill specifies terms and conditions which may

aPply,

Under cunent law, treatment for cleft palate is covered under most insurance

policies. This is considercd a birth defect, and its Featment is covered. However,

the bill mandates additional coverage for cleft palate birth defects. This bill would

require insurance coyerage when certified as medically necessary by the treating

physician.

Due to amendments adopted in the Senate Committee on Health Care that

allow the care to be managed, AIF supports the bill.

1 9 9  8  A I F  V O T I N G  R E C O R D g r5 , t



CS/SB 228 Continued

CSIHB 3lO5 Heolrh
lnsurqntelCleft Lipl

Cleft Pqlote by rhe
House Committee

on Heohh Csre
Services ond

H O U S E  .  H E A T T H  C A R E

On March 31, 1998, the Senate Committee on Health Care passed the bill

favorably as a comminee substitute by a vote of I yeas to 0 nays. A "vea"

vote is a vote for the AIF posidon.

On April 24, 1998, the Senate passed the bill by a vote of 39 1'eas to 0 nays'

A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF posidon'

I Record 2a: On April29, 1998, the flouse passed the bill by a vote of l19

yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote il a vote for the AF position.

CS/SB 228 was signed by the Governor and becsme Law on May 21,
19981 refer to Ch. #98-66. Laws of Florida.

f, m has consistently opposed additional *ondut*d insurance coverage because

Fl the resultant cost increases could force some insurers out of the market and

price health care insurance out of the reach of many small businesses.

This bill requires an insurance policy that covers a child under age I I to

provide coverage for treatment of cleft lip and cleft palate for the child. Insurers
must cover medical, dental, speech therapy, audiology, and nutrition services, if
such services are prescribed by a treating physician or surgeon and the physician

or surgeon certifies that such services are medically necessary and impact treat-
ment of cleft lip or cleft palate. The bill specifies terms and conditions which may
apply.

Under current Iaw treatment for cleft palate is covered under most insurance
policies. This is considered a birth defect, and its treatment is covered. However,
the bill mandates additional coverage for cleft palate binh defects. This bill.would
require insurance coverage when certified as medically necessary by the treating
physician.

Due to amendments adopted in the House Committee on Health Care that
allow the care to be managed, AIF suppons the bill.

I 'Record 3a: On March I l. 1998. the House Committee on Health Care Ser-
vices Appropriations voted the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a
vote of I yeas to 2 nays. A "ye&" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 3b: On April 21, 1998, the House Committee on Health and Human
Services passed the bill as favorably as amended by a vote of I yeas to 0
nays. A ('yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/HB 3105 died in the House Goyernment Services Council pending
ranking.

Representotive
Stocy Ritter

(D-Tomoroc)
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trS/HB 3487 Dentsl
lnsurqnce Coveroge

by rhe House
Committae on

Heolrh Csre
Stondords ond

Regulotory Reform
ond Represenlstive

Sondy Sofley
(R-Clearwoter)

H O U S E  .  H E A L T H  C A R E

1f, mft* consistently opposed additional mandated insurance covera*se because

Fl the resultant cost incrcases could force some insurers out of the market and

price health care insurance out of the rcach of many small businesses,

At the present time, coverage for anesthesia for dental care is not a mandated

covered benefit of subscribers of a health maintenance organization (HIr'IO). an

excl usi ve provider organization, or pref'erred provider.

This bill mandares coverage for anesthesia given to dental patients. As ori*ei'

nally filed, this bill also had wide implications. A series of amendments were

adopred that narrowed the scope of this bill. The amendments clarified this bill to

say rhat the dental procedurcs must have implications to the patients general health

and that there must be a joint consultation with a primary care physician. They

also limited the provision of anesthesia to a hospital or ambulatory surgical center

only. These amendments also make this bill much more acceptable, since the man-

date is not as broad as it was in the original bill.

I

r

I

Record 4a: On March 31. 1998. the House Committee on Health Care Stan'

dards and Regulatory Reform passed the bill favorably as a committee sub-

stitute by a vote of I yeas to 0 nays. A "yeat' vote is a vote for the AIF

position.

Record 4b; On April 21. the House Committee on Health and Fluman Ser-

vices Appropriadons passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of 8 yeas

to 0 nays. A "yea" vorc is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 4c: On April 28, 1998, the House passed the bill as amended by a

vote of I 19 yeas to 0 nays. o ttyee" vote is a vote for the AIF position. 
'

On May l, 1998, the Senate substituted CS/HB 3487 for CS/SB 792. CS/SB
792 was laid on the table. The Senate passed CS/HB 3487 by a vote of 40

yeas to 0 nays. A '!ea" vote is a vote for the AIF posidon.

CS/HB 34E7 wns signed by the Governor and became Law on May 29'
l99E: refer to Ch. #9E-312. Laws of Florida.
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4 0 r00 Albright (R) F F F F

3 0 l00l Alexander (R) F F F

I I 50 Andrews (R) A F

2 I 67 Argenziano (R) A F F

3 I 75 Arnall (R) F F A F

2 I 67 Arnold (D) A F F

3 0 100 Bainter (R) F F F '

3 0 r00 Ball (R) F F F

3 0 r00 Barreiro (R) F F F

2 I 67 Betancourt (D) A F F

3 0 100 Bitner (R) F F F

3 I 75 Bloom (D) A F F F

7 I 67 Boyd (D) A F F

3 0 100 Bradley (D) F F F

2 1 67 Brennan (D) A F F

3 0 100 Bronson (D) F F F

4 I 80 Brooks (R) A F F F F

F - Vote for position of AI F . A - Vote against position af AI F
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,, I 6V Brown (D) A F F

2 I ,67 Bullard (D) A F F

3 0 100 Bunoughs (R) F F F

2 I 67 Bush (D) A F F

4 0 r00 Byrd (R) F F F F

., I 67 Carlton (R) A F F

3 I 75 Casey (R) A F F F

2 I 67 Chestnut (D) A F F

3 0 100 Clemons (D) F F F

3 0 100 Constantine (R) F F F

7 I ffI Cosgrove (D) A F F

., I 67 Crady (D) A F F

,, 1 67 Crist (R) A F F

2 I 67 Crow (R) A F F

7 I 67 Culp (R) A F F

3 I 7S Dawson-White (D) A F F F

4 I 80 Dennis (D) A F F F F

F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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., I 67 Fasano (R) A F F

3 0 100 Feeney (R) F F F .

) 1 67 Fischer (D) A F F

3 0 100 Flanagan (R) F F F

4 I 80 Frankel (D) A F F F F

3 0 100 Fuller (R) F F F

2 I 67 Futch (R) A F F

3 0 100 Garcia (R) F F F

2 I 67 Gay (R) A F F

3 I 75 Goode (R) F F A F

2 I 67 Gottlieb (D) A F F

2 I 5V Greene (D) A F F

F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vore against position of AIF
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4 1 80 Hafner (D) A F F F F

"3 0 100 Hanington (R) F F F

, I 67 Healey (D) A F F

3 I 75 Heyman (D) A F F F

', I 67 Hi l t (D) A F F

,, I 67 Horan (D) A F F

7 I 67 Jacobs (D) A F F

I 83 Jones (R) A F F F F F

3 I 75 Kelly (R) A F F F

3 0 100 Kine G) F F F

., 1 67 Kosmas (D) A F F

5 0 100 Lacasa (R) F F F F F

1 I 67 Lawson (D) A F F

3 I 75 Lippman (D) A F F F

4 t 80 Littlefield (R) A F F F F

3 0 100 Livingston (R) F F F

., I 67 Logan (D) A F F

F - Vote for position of AI F . A - Vote against position of Al F
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2 I 67 Lynn (R) A F F

2 I 67 Mackenzie (D) A F F

2 I 67 Mackey (D) A F F

6 0 100 Maygarden (R) F F F F F F

2 t 67 Meek (D) A F F

2 t 67 Melvin (R) A F F

2 I 67 Merchant (R) A F F

., I 67 Miller (D) A F F

4 0 100 Minton (D) F F F F

,, I 67 Mononi(R) A F F

3 0 r00 Morse (R) F F F

2 I 67 Murman (R) A F F

2 I 67 Ogles (R) A F F

3 I 75 Peaden (R) A F F F

7 I 67 Posey (R) A F F

2 I 67 Prewin (D) A F F

2 t 67 Pruitt (R) A F F

F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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3 0 100 Putnam (R) F F F

2 t 67 Rayson (D) A F F

, I 67 Reddick (D) A F F

7 t 67 Ritchie (D) A F F

", I 67 Ritter (D) A F F

,| I 67 Roberts-Burke (D) A F F

3 I 75 Rodriguez-Chomat (R) A F F F

2 0 r00 Rojas (R) F , F

2 I 67 Safley (R) A F F

3 0 100 Sanderson (R) F F F

3 I 75 Saunders (R) A F F F

3 0 100 Sembler (R) F F F

,, t 67 Silver (D) A F F

2 t 67 Sindler (D) A F F

2 I TI Smith (D) A F F

3 0 100 Spratt (D) F F F

2 I 67 Stabins (R) A F F

F - Vote for position of AI F . A - Vote against position of AIF
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,, I t6V Stafford (D) A F F

'1 I 67 Starks (R) A F F

i'3 0 r00 Sublette (R) F F F

3 I 75 Thmargo (R) A F F F

3 0 100 Thrasher (R) F F F

2 I 67 Tobin (D) A F F

3 0 100 Trovillion (R) F F F
,, I 67 Turnbull (D) A F F
,, 0 100 Valdes (R) F F
,, I ,,67 Villalobos (R) A F F
., I 67 Wallace (R) A F F

", I 67 Wamer (R) A F F

3 I "75 Wasserman-Schultz (D) A F F F

n 0 100 Webster (R) F F

3 0 r00 Westbrook (D) F F F

2 I 67 Wiles (D) A F F

2 I 67 Wise (R) A F F

2 I 67 Ziebarth (R) A F F
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H O U S E  '  L E G A T  A N D  J U D I C I A L

CSIHB 767 Bad
Check Chorges

by rhe House
Committee on Crime

ond Punishment
ond Represenistive

Tony Hill
(D.Jocksonville)

Elections by rhe
Sensle Committee

on Execulive
Business, Ethits,

ond Elections ond
Senslor

Jock Lotvsls
(R-Polm Horbor)

his bill as adopted by the House and Senate substantially rewrites areas of the

cslsB r402 Florida Election Law with an emphasis on absenrce balloting. This is in re'

Lncm ANI) Jutcnt,

IF SuppOrts greater rcmedies made available to businesses seeking recovery

from dishonored checks. This bill provides for the imposition of treble

damages when a stop-payment order is placed on a check by the issuer with the

intent to defraud. The bill also removes "race" as an identifying background t'ea-

ture that can be used to determine the identity of the issuer.

f Record la: OnMarch 17, lggS,theHousepassedthecarry-overbillasamended

by a vote of I l7 yeas to 0 nays. A *yeat' vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 24, 1998, the Senate substituted CS/HB 767 fot SB 2 12. SB 212

was laid on the table. The Senate passed CS/HB 767 by a vote of 32 yeas to

0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/IIB 767 became Law wlthout the Governor's signature on May 28'

1998; refer to Ch. #98-297, Laws of Florida.

sponse to issues of voter fraud which arose in the 1997 City Commission race in

MiamiBeach.

The bilt tighrens the.law.primarily in voter registration and absentee voting

procedures. It enhances the penalties for existing crimes, create$ penalties for new

crimes, expands Supervisor of Elections authority and creates a voter fraud hot-

l ine.

AIF has continued to demand tighter controls over absentee ballots to pre-

vent voter fraud and has opposed efforts to allow fax ballots to overseas electors.

CS/SB 1402 goes a long way in guaranteeing election integrity.

On April 24, 1998, the Senate passed the conference committee repon for

CS/SB 1402 by a vote of 30 yeas to 9 nays. A 'oyea" vote is a vote for the

AIF position

I Record 2a: On April 28, 1998, the House passed the confencnce committee

reponforCS/SB 1402by a voteof73 yeasto42 nays. A "yes" vote is a vote

for the AIF position.

CS/SB 1402 became Law without the Governor's signature on May
21, 1998; refer to Ch. #9t-129, Laws of Florlda.
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HB 3077 Medicoid
Third-Porty tiobility

by Representtrtive
Horry Goode

(R-Melbourne) ond
Representqtive
Pouls Dockery

(R-Lokelond)

H O U S E  .  L E G A L  A N D  J U D I C I A L

fftit bill repeals the 1994 amendments to Florida's Medicaid Third-Pany Li-

I ability Act. During the final hours of the 1994 Legislative Session. CS/CS/SB

2l l0wasamended,wh ichdras t ica l l ya l te red thescopeof theb i l l .  Pr io r lo the las t -

minute f'loor amendment, the bill was a non'controversial bill that merelv sought

to transf'er the Medicaid Fraud-Control Unit of the Auditor General to the Depun-

menr of Legal Affairs. As amended, the bill removes the det'enses of third parties

who are sued by the State to recover Medicaid expenditures. The State has used

the removal of these defenses to sue the tobacco industry.

AIF supports the repeal of the amendments to the Medicaid Third-Party Li-

ability Law.

t Record 3a: On April 9, 1998, the House passed the bill by a vote of I l2 yeas

to 2 nays. A'!ea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 23, 1998, the Senate substituted HB 3077 fbr CS/SB l l9?. CS/SB
I 192 was laid on the table.

On April 24, 1998, the Senate passed HB 3077 as amended by a vote of 39
yeas to 0 nays. A ddyea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 3b; On April 28, 1998, the House adopted an amendment to the
Senate amendments, concurred with the Senate amendments as amended,

and passed the bill by a vote of I 17 yeas to 1 nay. The House requested the
Senate to concur. A '{yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May I, 1998, the Senate refused to concur and requested the House to
recede.

Record 3c: On May l, 1998. the House receded and passed the bill by a vote
of I I3 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

HB 3077 was received by the Goverror on June I, 1998; deadline of
June 16,1998.

I

t
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F - Vote Jor position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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H O U S E  .  T A X A T I O N

TnxmroN

he intangibles tax is one of the biggest dercrrents in Florida to ilttructirltl ne$'

cslsB 1450 business to the state. Intangible personal Propeny to which the tax applies

Inrongible Personsl
Properfy Tox by rhe

Senste Committee
on Woys ond

Mesns ond Senslor
Bill Bonkheod

(R-Jocksonville)

includes among other things, stocks, bonds. notes, other obligations to pay money,

and accounts receivable. The term "accounts receivable" is not currentll' defined

by statute.

The major provisions of the bill include the following:

. Raises the minimum amount of tax due beforc a return and payment are

required from $5.00 to $60.00 dollars. This equates to an exemption of

taxable securities of $80,000 for a single taxpayer. $ I00'000 exemption for

a married taxpayer filing a joint return, and a $30,000 exemption of taxable

assets for business;

. Defines "accounts receivable" as a "business debt that is owed by another

to the taxpayer on the taxpayer's assignee in the ordinary course oftrade or

business and is not $upported by negotiable instruments";

' Begins a three year phase out of the tax on accounts receivqble;

. Exempts banks, savings associations, and insurance companies from the

tax;

. Reduces penalties signifrcantly.

On March 26. 1998, the.senate Committee on Ways and Means pussed the

bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of lg yeas to 0 nays. A

"yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position,

On April 29, 1998, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a vote of 37 yeas

to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record la: On April 30, 1998, the House passed the bill by a vote of I 17
yeas to 0 nays. A "yee" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 1450 became Law wlthout the Governor's signature on May 21,
1998; refer to Ch. #98.132, Laws of Florida.
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CSIHB 3l7l Soles
Tsx Exemptions/

Aircraft by rhe
House Committee

on Finsnce qnd

Tsxation qnd

Representative
Bob Stsrks

(R-Cosselberr;y)

H O U S E  .  T A X A T I O N

unently, the State of Florida imposes a sales tax on pans and equipment used

in the repair and maintenance of commercial aircrati. Consequentlr'. the

airline industry perfbrms only such repair or maintenance that must be perlbrnled

in this state, since other states exempt aircraft pans from taxation. An1' planned or

scheduled maintenance is performed in other states, even though Florida is better

suited for performing year round mainrcnance because of its climate.

This bill exempts from sales tax the purchase or lease of cenain commercial

aircraft for use by a common carrier. The bill also exempts replacement engines,

parts, and equipment used in the repair and maintenance of certain aircrafi. includ-

ing rotary wing aircraft.

t Record 2a: On December 4, 1997 the House Committee on Finance and

I

t

Taxation passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of l0

yeas to 0 nays. A 'tea" vote is a vote for the AIF position'

Record 2b: On February 19, 1998, the House Committee on Transportation

and Economic Development passed the bill as favorable by a vote of I yeas

to 0 nays. O t'yee" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 2c: On March 24, 1998, the House passed the bill as amended by a

vote of I l6 yeas to 3 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 29, 1998, the Senate substituted CS/HB 3 l7l for CS/SB 328. CS/

SB 328 was laid on the table. The Senate passed CS/HB 3 l7 I by a vote of 37
yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/IIB 3l7l was signed by the Governor and became Law on May 15,
1998; refer to Chapter #98-60, Laws of Florida.
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cs/cslHB 3229
Ssles Tsx

Exemption/
Pollution Contml

Equipmenf bY the
House Committee

on Finqnce qnd

Toxstion, fhe
Committee on
Environmentsl

Prctecfion, ond

John Thrssher
(R-Oronge Pork|

Representotive t

H O U S E  .  T A X A T I O N

IF SuppOrts remgval Of the Sales tax On pollution control and prevention equip-

ment devices. Providing tax incentives for business and industry on the

purchase and consrruction of pollution control and prevention facilities is good

public policy, since it will cncourage business to go beyond the minimum require-

ments for pollution control.

This bill provides an exemption for cenain facilides, devices, fixtures. equip'

ment, machinery, and structures used for pollution prevention or control in manu-

facturing, processing, compounding, or producing for sale cenain items of per'

sonal propeny. The bill also provides an exemption for cenain machinerv. equip-

ment, or materials purchased for use at privately owned or Operated waste manage-

ment facilities.

t Record 3ar On February 4, 1998, the House Committee on Environmental

Protection passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of I I

yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 3b: On March 5, 1998, the House Committee on Finunce and Taxa-

tion passed the bill favorably as a cornmittee substitute by a vote of l5 yeas to

0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 3c: On April 14, 1998, the House Committee on General Govern-

ment passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of l0 yeas to 0 nays. A
alea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 3d: On April 28, 1998, the House passed the bill as amended by a

vote of I l8 yeas to 0 nays. A "yef," vote is a vote for the AIF position' .

On April 29, 1998, the Senate substituted CS/CS/HB 3?29 for CS/SB 434.

CS/SB 434 was laid on the table. The Senate passed CS/CS/HB 3229 as

amended by a vote of 39 yeas to 0 nays and requested the House to concur. A

"yea" vote is a vote fo5 the AIF position.

Record 3e: On April 29, 1998, the House concurred with the Senate amend-

ments and passed the bill by a vote of I t7 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a

. vote for the AIF position.

CS/CS/HB 3229 became Law without the Governor's signature on
May 29, 1998; refer to Ch. #98-317, Laws of Florida-

I

t

t
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cs/cslHE 3249
Soles Tox

Exemption on
Elecrricity by fhe

House Committee
on Finqnce qnd

Tqxation, the
Committee on

Business I

H O U S E  T  T A X A T I O N

f, f supports cenain changes to the previously passed electric energ)' sales tax

tf exemption to include steam energy and to clarifv the threshold fbr qualifv-

ing for the exemption.

This bill clarifies the provisions of the exemption for electricitl used in manu-

facturing that was granted in 1996, The new provision does not require seParlte

metering of electricity use, but requircs at least 75 percent of the use to be ibr

manufacturing to receive a 100 percent exempdon. It also grants a 50 percent

exemption if morc than 50 percent, but less than 75 percent of the electricit-v is
used in manufacturing. Steam energy is also granted the same sales tax exemption

as electrical energy.

Record 4a: On March 4, 1998, the House Committee on Business Develop-
ment combined the HB 3249 with FIB 3305 and passed the bill favorably as

a committee substitute by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays. This action created CSi
IfB 3249. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record4b: On March 18, 1998, the House Committee on Finance andTaxa-
tion passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of I5 yeas to

0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 4c; On April 21, 1998, the House Committee on General Govern-
ment passed the bill as favorable by a vote of l0 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vete

is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 4d: On April 28, 1998. the House passed the bill by a vote of l16
yeas to 2 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 29, 1998, the Senate substituted CS/CS/HB 3249 tbr CS/SB 338.
CS/SB 338 was laid on the table. The Senate passed CS/CS/HB 3249 by a
vote of 39 yeas to 0 nays. A r'yee" vote is.a vote for the AIF position.

CS/CS/HB 3249 became Law wlthout the Governor's signature on
May 29, 1998; refer to Ch. #98-318, Laws of Florida.

Development snd
Infernsfionsl Trode,

Representstive I
Mike Fqsono
(R-New Port
Richey), ond I

Representstive
Jeny Burroughs

(R-Poce) I
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cs/cslHB 33st

H O U S E  '  T A X A T I O N

IF supports legislation that would encourage the development of high tech-

nology industry by making available a business climate more receptive tg

research and development.

The bill provides that any company willing to contract with a state universitl

or cenain private universities to conduct sponsored research in connection with its

research and development activities would be able to have proPerty or payroll in'

volved with that research and development excluded from the apportionment for'

mula used to apponion income among the various states in which the comPanlr

operates. This exclusion would ignore any expenses in the state related to research

and development and, therefore, not increase the amount of corporate tax due to

the State of Florida as a result of research and development activities done in con-
junction with the universities. Further, any expense tbr propeny and puyroll would

not subject a company to Florida's corporate tax if it is otherwise not subject to

Florida's mx. The propeny and payroll would become transparent to the State of

Florida.

Record 5a: On March 5, 1998, the House Committee on Colleges and Uni-

versities passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of I I

yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 5b: On March 18. 1998. the House Committee on Finance and Taxa'

tion passed the bill tavorably as a committee substitute by a vote of l4 yeas to

0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 5c; OnApril 21, 1998, the House Committee on General Govern-

ment passed the bill as favorable by a vote of l 0 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote

is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 5d: On April 28, 1998, the House passed the bill by a vote of I l9
yeas to 0 nays. A "yeat' vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 29, 1998, the Senate substituted CS/CS/HB 3351 for CS/CS/SB
742. CS/CSl5B742 was laid on the table. The Senate passed CS/CS/HB

3351 by a vote of 40 yeas to 0 nays. O "yea" vorc is a vote for the AIF
posidon.

CS/CS/HB 3351 became Law without the Governor's signature on
May 29, 1998; refer to Ch. #98.325, Laws of Florida.

(R-New Fort Richey) I

I

I

I

Sponsored Resosrch
ond DeveloPment

by fhe House
Committee on

Finsnce snd
Toxotion, the

Committro on
Colleges ond

Universities, ond
Representofive

Mike Fqssno
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cslcslHB 3899
lntongible Personol
Prcperty Tox by the

House Committee
on Finsnce ond

Toxstion, lhe
Committee on

Finonciol Services,
ond Representslive

Bob Storks
(R.Cosselberry)

H O U S E  .  T A X A T I O N

Tn" intangibles tax is one of the biggest deterrents in Florida to attracting neu

I business to the state. Intangible personal property to which the tax applies

includes among other things, stocks, bonds, notes, other obligations to pav mone).

and accounts receivable. The term "accounts receivable" is not currentll detined

by statute.

The major provisions of the bill include the following:

. Raises the minimum amount of tax due before a return and payment are

required from $5.00 to $60.00 dollars. This equates to an exemPtion of tax-

able securities of $80,000 for a single taxpayer, $100,000 exemption for a

married taxpayer filing a joint return, and a $30,000 exemption ot taxable

assets for business;

. Defines *'accounts receivable" as a "business debt that is owed by another

to the taxpayer on the taxpayer's assignee in the ordinary course of trade or

business and is not supported by negotiable instruments":

' Begins a three year phase out of the tax on accounts receivablel

. Exempts banks, savings associations, and insurance companies from the

mx:

. Reduces penalties significantly.

Record 6a; On February 19, 1998, the House Comminee on Finance and

Taxation passed PCB FT-98-3 as favorable by a vote of l2 yeas to 2 nays. A

"yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

PCB FT 98-3 became HB 3899.

Record 6b: On March 23, 1998, the House Committee on Financial Services
passed the bill favolably as a committee substitute by a vote of 7 yeas to ?

nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 6c: On April 2, 1998, the House Committee on Finance and Taxation
passed the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of I I yeas to 0

nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 6d: On April 21, 1998, the House Committee on General Govem-
ment passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays. A

"yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/CS/HB 3E99 died on the House Calendar.

t

I

t

I
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F - Votefor position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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F - Vote for position of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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as/sB t o92
Workers

H O U S E  T  \ A / O R K E R S  C O M P E N S A T I O N

WonnERs CompBNsATIoN

his bill corrects the Burger King decision by the First District Court of Ap'

peals and the Grice decision by the Supreme Coun of Florida. AIF suppons

clarificadon of both decisions.

In the case of Burger King Corporatiorr/Cigna Insurance Company r'. Moreno.

the District Coun of Appeals held that the workers compensation supplemental

benefirs ceased at age 62, if the claimant is eligible for social security retirement

benefits and social security benefits. The bill coffect$ the interpretation of the

Appeals Court so that supplemental benefits will cease at age 6? when the claim-

ant is receiving either social security retirement benefits or social security disabil-

ity benefits. An injured worker cannot collect both, thereby, rendering the 1994

amendment ineffective.

In the case of Escambia County Sheriff's Depanment v. Grice. the Supreme

Coun held that the employer could offset a claimant's workers compensation ben-

efits to the extent that the total of the compensation benefits, disability retirement,

and social security disability benefits exceeded his "average weekly wage." The

bill clarifies the interpretation of the Coun by: allowing the employer to take

offsets to allow 100 percent of the employee's average weekly wage, including

supplemental benefits to age 62, to be calculated by combining workers compen-

sation benefits, social security benefits, and employer-f'unded benefits provided to

the employee and his dependents for which the employer has contributed more
than 50 percent of the costs of benefits. This includes: retirement benefits: disabil-

ity benefits; and any other payment of wages by the employer.' Supplemental ben-
efits are excluded from the definition of benefits. The language is stronger for

business than in the House bill.

On March 31, 1998, the Senate Committee on Banking and Insurance passed

the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 9 yeas to 0 nays. A

"yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 16, 1998, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a vote of 26 yeas

to I I nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 22, 1998. the House substituted CS/SB 1092 for HB 4781. HB
4781 was laid on the table.

I Record la: OnApril 27, I99S,theHousepassed CS/SB l092as amended by
a vote of I l6 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On May I, 1998, the Senate adopted an amendment to the House amend.

Compenssfion/
Benefits by rhe

Senofe Committee
on Bonking ond

lnsuronce snd
Senslor

Jock Lstvols
(R-Polm Horbor)
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CSISB lO92 Continued

cslsB t346
Division of Sofety

by fhe Senqte
Committee on
Eonking ond

lnsursnce ond
Senqlor Morio Dioz'

Bslsrt (R-Miomi)

H O U S E  r  \ { O R K E R S  C O M P E N S A T I O N

ments. concurred with the HOuSe amendments as amended, and passed the

bill by a vote of 36 yeas to 2 nays. The Senate requested the House Io concur.

A "yeat' vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 1092 died in messages to the House.

fftir bill authorizes the Division of Safety of the Depanment of Labor and Em-

I ployment Security to adopt rules in relation to public-sector employers and

employees. These arcas include: investigations of public sector employees: record'

keeping requirements for public-sector employers; and regulation of public-sector

employees. The bill also requircs temp agencies to enact workplace sat'ety pro-

8rams.

In the four years since becoming a Division, the Division of Saf'ety has qua-

drupled in size and now has an annual budget approaching $ I I million. In a recent

report by OPPAGA, the Divi$ion is cited as not tbllowing statutory guidelines and

wasting taxpayer money. AIF believes much of the Division's services are dupli-

cative of federal agencies, and the past four years have. not justified such a large

bureaucracy and budget. AIF also believes the private consultation program by the

Division is ineffective and not cost-productive.

Further. AIF believes that the Division's functions should be fbcused in the

public-sector, and not the private-sector, where the Division has no Power to inde-

pendently investigate or penalize employers.

On March 17. 1998, the Senate Committee on Banking and lnsurance passed

the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 7 yeas to 0 nays. A

"yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April l, I 998, the Senate passed the bill by a vote of 36 yeas to 0 nays. A

"yea?' vote is a vote for the AIF position.

t Record 2a: On April 9, 1998, the House Committee on Financial Services
passed the bill as favorable by a vote of l0 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a
vote for the AIF position.

I Record 2b: On April 28, 1998, the House passed the bill by a vote of I l8
yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

CS/SB 1346 became Law without the Governor's signature on May 2l'
l99E; refer to Ch. #98-126, Laws of Florida.
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5B 1348 AHCA/
Workers

Compensstion
Monoged Care by

Senotor Ginny
Brown-Woite

(R-Brtoksville)

l - I O U S E  r  \ y ' y ' O R K E R S  C O M P E N S A T I O N

IF believes the currcnt administrative rules enacted by the Agency for Health

Care Administration (AIICA) do not work. This bill delegates the rule-

making authority to AHCA for the sufficient oversight of the workers compen$a-

tiOn managed care arrangements, under which the current workerS compensation

law requires individual self-insured companies to provide coverage. The bill di'

rects the agency to adopt rules that specify procedures for the following; the au-

thorization and examination of managed carc alrangements by AHCA: the autho-

rization of provider networks; the authorization of exceptions from the accessibil-

ity of services; case management, utilization management, and peer revieu': qual-

ity assurance and medical records; dispute rcsolutioni provider education; and data

reporting relating to the grievance procedure, return-to-work outcomes, and pro-

vider networks. AIF supports amending AHCA s rules to require the use of nction-

ally recognized guidelincs for devising practice parameters.

On March 17, 1998, the Senate Comminee on Health Care passed the bill as

favorable by a vote of 6 yeas to 0 nays. O eryea" Yote is a vote for the AIF

Position.

On April l, 1988, the Senate passed the bill by a vote of 35 yeas to 0 nays. A

"yeat' vote is a vorc for the AIF position.

t Record 3a: OnApril 15, 1998, the House Committee on Health Care Reform
passed the bill as favorable by a vote of7 yeas to 0 nays. O '*yea" vote is a

vote for the AIF position.

I Record 3b: On April 28, 1998, the House passed the bill by a vote of I 17
yeas to 0 nays. A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

SB 1348 became Law without the Governor's signature on May 21,
1998; refer to Ch..#98.127, Laws of Florida.
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cslcslsB 1406
Workers

Compensotion
Insuronce Froud

by rhe Senste
Committee on Woys

ond Meons, the
Committee on
Bonking ond

Ingurqnce, ond
Senotor Chcrlie
Clory (R-Destin)

H O U S E  T  \ A / O R K E R S  C O M P E N S A T I O N

his bill addresses the fraud issues in the workers compensation con$truc-

tion industry. Hundreds of thousands of dollars are lost each year due to the

many way5 construction workerS can be exemPt from carrying workers comPensa-

tion coverage. AIF believes that by requiring all emplovees in the construction

industry to carry workers compensation insurance, overall rates fbr emplol'ers in

the construction industry would decrease. AIF estimates this at a l0 percent reduc-

tion in one year.

This bill allows an independent contractor to elect to be exempl as an em'

ployee for workers compensation by affidavit and by an cxemption. The person

acknowledges they are not an employee and cannot recover benefits. The bill

gives authority to the Division of Workers Compensation to revoke the exemption

certificates and limits their validity to two years-

AIF believes that the penalties for insurance fraud are not tough enough to

deter employers from committing fraud. The bill smns to remedy this bf increas-

ing penalties against employers who are found not providing the required workers

compensation coverage for their employees. lt increases criminal penalties for

workers compensation fraud to match the criminal penalties for general theft for

first, second, and third degree felonies. The statute of limitations for bringing

action against a person for fraud is increased to five years. The Division would

also be required to issue an order when an employer is suspected to be commining
fraud. The employer would have 24 hours to produce documentation that he is in
compliance with coverage; neglecting to do so would rcsult in the issuing of a
stop-work order by the Division.

AIF suppons increasing the investigatory powers fbr state officials seeking
to confirm an employer's compliance with workers compensation coverage require-
ments. This bill allows the Division of Workers Compensation to monitor compli-
ance by inspecting business records and to utilize subpoena authority of these
records.

On March 17, 1998, the Senate Committee on Banking and Insurance passed

.. the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 8 yeas to 0 nays. A

"yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 8. 1998, the Senate Committee on Ways and Means passed the bill
favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 29 yeas to 0 nays. A "yeat'
vote is a vote for the AIF posidon.

On April I 6, I 998, the Senate passed the bill by a vote of 37 yeas to 0 nays.
A *'yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 4a; On April 28, 1998, the House substituted CS/CS/SB 1406 forHB
4523. HB 4523 was laid on the table. The House passed CS/CS/SB 1406 as
amended by a vote of I l8 yeas to 0 nays and requested the Senate to concur.
A "yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.
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CSI CS I SB | 406 Continued
On April 30, 1998, the Senate concuned with the House amendments and

passed the bill by a vote of 40 yeas to 0 nays. A'!ea" vote is a vote for the

AIF position.

CS/CS/SB 1406 was signed by the Governor and became Lan' on May

22, 1998; refer to Ch. #9&f74, Laws of Florids.

he bill provides that investigatory rccords, obtained by the subpoena power

c5l58 t408 given to the Division of Workets Compensation to insure compliance with

Confidentiolity of
coverage requirements by employers, bc held confidential and exempt from public

records. This applies if the disclosure would jeopardize the integrity of another

investigation; reveal investigative techniques or procedures; Ieveal a trade secreu

reveal business or personal information; reveal the identity of a confidential source;

defame or cause unwarranted damage to a good name or reputation of an indi-

vidual; or jeopardize the safety of an individual. This bill is tied to CS/CS/SB

1406, which contains the subsmntive provisions rclating to the $ubPoena power of

the Division of Workers Compensation.

Clory (R-Desrin)

On March 17, 1998, the Senarc Committee on Banking and Insurance passed

the bill favorably as a committee substitute by a vote of 9 yeas to 0 nays. A
'.yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 7, 1998, the Senate Committee on Governmental Reform passed

the bill favorably as amended by a vote of 5 yeas to 0 nays. A 'dyer" vote is

a vote for the AIF position.

On April 16, 199E, the Senate passed the bill as amended by a vote of 35 yeas

to 0 nays. A '!ea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

I Record 5a: On April 29, 1998, the House adopted amendments and passed

the bill as amended by a vote of I l9 yeas to 0 nays. The House requested the

Senate to concur. O 'ryef," vote is a vote for the AIF position.

' On April 30, 1998, the Senate adopted an amendment to the amendment.

concurred with the House amendments as amended, and passed the bill by a

vote of 40 yeas to 0 nays. The Scnate rcquested the House to concur. A

"yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 30, 1998, the House refused to concur with the Senate amendment

and requested the Senate to rpcede.

On May I , 1998, the Senate concurrcd with the House amendments and passed

the bill by a vote of 40 yeas to 0 nays. A "yea' vote is a vote for the AIF

position.

CS/SB 1408 was received by the Governor on June l, l99t; deadllne of

June 16,1998,

Workers
€ompensqtion
Records hy the

Sensle Cpmmiftee
on Banking ond

lnsursnce ond
Sensfor Chsrlie
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HB 3907 Continucd

HB 4523 Workers
ComPensotion

lnsurqnce Frqud
by fte House
Committee on

Finoncisl Services,
Reprerentstive

Sundy SofleY
(R-Cleorwoter)'
Representstive

Fred [iPPmon
(D.Hollywood),

H O U S E  r  $ y ' O R K E R S  C O M P E N S A T I O N

On April ?1, lggl'the House substituted SB 1625 for HB 3907'

IIB 3907 was lsld on the table; refer to CS/SB 1626'

ff,i, bill addresses the fraud issues in the workers compensation constructron

I ;;;;r;". Hundreds of thousands of dollars are lost each year due ro the man)'

ways construction workers can be exempt from carrying workers compensation

covefage'AlFbelievesthatbyrequiringallemployeesintheconstructionindus.
trytocarryworkerscomperrsat ioninsurance.overal l ratesforemployersinthe
construction industry *oujO decrease. AIF estimates this ar a l0 percent reduction

in one year'

Thisbi l la l lowsanindependentcontractortoelecttobeexemptasanem-
ployeefor workers compensation by affrdavit and by an exemption' The person

acknowledges they are nbt an employee and cannot recover benefits' The bill

gives authority to the Division of workers compensation to revoke the exemption

certificates and limits their validity to two years'

AlFbel ievesthatthepenalt iesfor insurancefraudarenottoughenoughto
deteremployersfromcommitdngfraud.Thebi l lstanstoremedythisbyincrcas.
ingpenalilesagainstemployerswhoarefoundnotprovidingtherequiredworkers
comPensat ioncoveragefortheiremployees.I t increasescrimina|penalt iesfor
workers compensf,tion fraud to match the criminal penalties for general theft for

first, second, and third degree felonies. The statute of limimdons for bringing

ac t ionaga ins tapersonfor f raud is increasedto f iveyears .TheDiv is ionwou ld
alsobercquiredtoissueanorderwhenanemployerissuspectedtobecommitt ing
fraud. The employer would have 24 hours to produce documentation that hc is in

compliance with coverage; neglecting to do so would result in the issuing of a

stop-work order bY the Division'

AlFsupponsincreasingtheinvesti8atoryPowersforstateofflcialsseeking

to confirm an employer's compliance with workers compensation coverage require-

menrs. This bill allows the Division of workers compensation to monitor compli-

ance by inspecting business records and to utilize subpoena authority of these

records.

l Record 9a: on March 18, 1998, the House Committee on Financial Services

passed PcB FS 98-6 as favorable by a vOte of I I yeas to 0 nays. A "yefl"

vote is a vote for the AIF Position'

PCB FS 98-6 became HB 4523'

l Record 9b: on April 2l , l 998, the House Committee on Finance and Taxa-

t i o n p a s s e d t h e b i l l f a v o r a b l y a s a m e n d e d b y a v o t e o f 1 2 y e a s t o l n a y . A
{(Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position'

and RePresentqfive
John Corgrcve

(D-Miomi)
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HB 4523 Continucd

HB 4705 Workers
Compenrution/

Intoxicotion/Drugr
hy the House
Commiftet on

Finsncisl Sarryices'
Representotive

Sondy Sofley
(R-Clearrvoter)' ond

Representsfive
Fred Lippmon

(D-Hollywood)

HB 4781 Workers
Compensstion/
Benefits by the

House Commitlee
on Fintrnciql
Services nnd

Represenlqtive
Sondy 5ufley

(R-Cleurwoter)

H O U S E  r  l t y ' O R K E R S  C O M P E N S A T I O N

I Record 9c: OnApril ?3, 1998, the House Comminee on Transportation and

Economic Development passed the bill as favorable by a vote of I3 yeas to 0

nays. A'?ea" vote is a vote for the AIF posidon'

On April 28, I998, the House substituted CS/CS/SB 1406 for HB 4533.

IIB 4523 was laid on the tsblel refer to CS/C$/SB 1406.

f, f suppons the adoption of a rebuttable presumption for drug-frce work-

Flplace injuries. In the case. Hall v. Recchi American, lnc. and Palmer and

Cay Carswell, the Supreme Court held that the prcsumption of Chapter 440 of the

Florida Satutes that any employee who had an injury on a drug-tiee workplace

premise was automarically denied worker$ compensation benefits was unconstitu-

tional. This bill establishes that employees of drug-free workplaces found to be

intoxicated or under the influence of drugs at the time of an injury, must show "'that

there is no reasonable hypothesis supporting the possibility that the intoxicalion or

drug use contributed to the injury." This bill is necessary in order to keep the

protection of the Drug-Freel#orkplace Program in the workers compen$ation sys'

tem in placc.

Record l0a: On March 30, 1998 the House Commimee on Financial Ser-
vices passed PCB FS 98-8 as favorablc by a vote of 12 yeas to 0 nays' A
('yea" vote is a vorc for the AIF position.

PCB FS 98-E became HB 4?05.

On April 20, 1998, the House substituted SB 1972 for HB 4705'

IIB 4705 was laid on thd table; refer to SB 1972-

his bill corrects the Burger King decision by the First Disrict Coun of Ap
peals and the Grice decision by the Supreme Coun of Florida. AIF supports

clarification of both decisions.

In the case of Burger King Corporation/Cigna Insurance Company v. Moreno,

the District Coun of Appeals held that the workers compensation supplemental

benefrts ceased at age 62, if the claimant is eligible for social security tttircment

benefits and social security benefits. The bill corrects the interpretation of the

appeals courl $o that supplemental benefits will cease at age 62 when the claimant
is receiving either social security retirement benefits or social security disability

benefits. An injured worker cannot collect both, thereby, rendering the 1994 amend-

ment ineffective.

In the case of Escambia County Sheriff's Department v. Grice, the Supreme

I 9 9 8  A I F  V O T I N G  N E C O R D s t8.9



HB 478t Continued

H O U S E  r  l t y ' O R K E R 5 '  C O M P E N S A T I O N

Coun held that the employer could offset a slaimant's workers comPensation ben-

efits ro the extent that the total of the compensation benefits, disability retirement,
and social security disability benefirs exceeded his "average weekly wage." The
bill clarifies the interprctation of the Court by: allowing the employer to take
offsets to allow 100 percent of the employee's average weekly wage, including
supplemental benefits to age 62, to be calculated by combining workers compen-
sation bcnefits, social security benefits, and employer-funded benefits provided to
the employee and his dependents for which the employer has contributed more
than 50 percent of the costs of benefiu. This includes: rctirement benefiu; disabil-
ity benefits; and any other payment of wages by the employer. Supplemental ben-
efits are excluded from the definition of benefits.

I Record I la: On April 2, lgg8, the House Committee on Financial Services
passed PCB FS 98-l I favorably as amended by a vote of6 yeas to ? nays. A
'?ea' vote is a vote for the AIF posirion.

PCB FS 98-11 became IIB 4781.

On April 22, 1998, the House substituted CS/SB 1092 for HB 4781.

IIB 478f was laid on the table; refer to CS/SE 1092.
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Alexander (R)

Bainter (R)

Ball (R)

Bloom (D)

Bronson (D)

F - Vote tor position of AIF . A - Vote Egainst posilion of AIF
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rffiffi ++r+E#H,E I$,,#iDiaz de la Portilla (R) F F F F F F F F

Dockery (R) F F F F F F F F

Edwards (D) F F F F F F F F F F

nitd#g{i
:l;;;i+iilLiljL;irl

Effman (D) F F F F F F A F A F F

++i mffi Eggelletion (D) F F F F F A F

ilffi j#ffi Fasano (R) F F F F F F F

ffi Feeney (R) F F F F F F F

ffi Fischer (D) F F F F F A F

'ffiiliffi+ilffi Flanagan (R) F F F F F F F F F F F F

Frankel (D) F F F F A

Fuller (R) F F F F F F F Fr#li4$ffiirxffii
ilii!i;r:ri;ii;iii:! #i1#.Hpii

fi#,iffi Futch (R) F F F F F F F

Garcia (R) F F F F F F

tll;+++ffiGav (R) F F F F F F F

,ffiffiffi Goode (R) F F F F F F F
::i!i;::;:;..:::::::;::j:rtiri

:ii+9"111+:ffi Goulieb (D) F F F F F A F

Greene (D) F F F F F A F

F - Votefor position of AIF . A - lbte against position of AIF
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F F F F F F FLynn (R)

f++$ffiiiif+ffiiffi Mackenzie (D) F F F F F A F

++ffi;Mackey (D) F F F F F

Maygarden (R) F F F F F F F F

|ltirif+i Meek (D) F F F F F A F

Melvin (R) F F F F F F F

tiiliti iffi$#Merchant (R) F F F F F F F F
.::::i:::it:;::.it.i

ififfi ffii# Miller (D) F F F F F A F

Minton (D) F F F F F F F F F

Mononi (R) F F F F F F F

.: ii,iii i;ii:i:i+iiiiii i

iitirii'-oii+i*i Morse (R) F F F F F F

ffi Murman (R) F F F F F F F F

iitiiiiii

iii,+
Ogles (R) F F F F F F F

:itilffi l+ffiPeaden (R) F F F F F F F

ffiiffirfiffit##ffiPosey (R) F F F F F A F

rffii Prewitt (D) F F F F F A F

+i+iffiiiffi iiiL,#:rt
Pruitt (R) F F F F F F

F -Voteforpositionof AIF . A-Varcagainstpositionof AIF
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Putnam (R)

Ritchie (D)

Roberts-Burke (D)

Silver (D)

Sindler (D)

$mith (D)

Spratt (D)
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iiffiffi :.f,j.-ffi.ffiStarks (R) F F F F F F F F

ffififfi ffi Sublette (R) F F F F F F F

+ti;rij+ri +ffitiirur+l Thmargo (R) F F F F F F F F F F F F F

itrffi# Thrasher (R) F F F F F F F

ffii++Tobin (D) F F F F F A F F

iilr1!il,r+ii ,iiiiitiixi,+l,I
Trovillion (R) F F F F F F Fji,ii'ii,illiiiii:

Turnbull (D) F F F F F A F

{f+ilitid#Valdes (R) F F F F F F F F

Villalobos (R) F F F F F F F

Wallace (R) F F F F F F F
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iiiirii$i i +-#ffiWarner (R) F F F F F

fit#iiillilasserman-Schultz (D) F F F F F F A F
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EfiFil+tfiffiWise (R) F F F F F F F

Ziebarth (R) F F F F F F F F F F F A
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F - Vote for posirion of AIF . A - Vote against position of AIF
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HB 3775
Telecommunicstions

Services by the
House Commiftee

on Urilities ond
Communicotions

ond Represenlqtive
Joe Arnqll (R-

Jocksonville Beoch)

HB 4785
Telecommunicstions

Services by House
Gommittee on

Uriliries ond
Communicstions

and Representative
Joe ArnEll (R-

Jscksonville Beach)

H O U S  E  T  T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S

TnmcoMMUNICATIoNS

f, f suppons passage of legislation unanimously endorsed by the telecommu-

tf nications industry which addresses access fees, universal service, and rate

re-balancing as basic comPonents. Proposed committee legislation, PCB UCO

98-1, addressed these concepts. The proposal would create support fbr universal

service to ensure continued availability of affordable basic local telecommuntca-

tions service, especially in high-cost and low-income areas.

The proposal allows rebalancing of basic telecommunications service rates

to achieve self-sufftciency and foster effective competition. This is provided for

by allowing for increases in local rcsidential rates. Long distance rates for all

customers would be lowered through mandatOry reductions in access fees chnrged

by local providers to all long distance providers.

The proposal creates the "Telecommunications Consumer Protection Act" to

provide merhodology for consumers rights, provide remedies fbr violations of those

rights, and establish billing practices requirements.

I Record la: On February 17,1998 the House Committee on Utilities and

Communications passed PCB UCO 98-l by a vote of l4 yeas to 2 nays. A

"yea'r vote is a vote for the AIF position.

PCB UCO 98-l was filed and became HB 3775.

l{33715 died in lhe Horue Committee on Utilities and Communications.

his bill was initially filed as PCB UCO 98-3. As substantially amended, the

bill imposes a major workload on the Public Service Commission (PSC) to

study telecommunications issues and report to the Legislature by February 15,

1999. The bill requires the Commission to address universal service to assist the

Legislature in establishing a permanent mechanism to nddress services to low-

income customers and high-cost service areas. The PSC is also required to report

on long distance rates, business rates, and special services a$ they impact local

phone rates; and provide conclusions as to a fair and reasonable rate for residential
local phone service.

The bill further extends from I 999 to 2000 the caps on local phone rates for
GTE and Sprint. The bill requires a total reduction of l5 percent in network access
charges by GTE and Sprint.

The bill creates the "Tblecommunications Consurner Protection Act" to ad'
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dress selected consumer rights.

I Record 2a: On April 9, 1998, the House Committee on Udlities and Com-

munications passed PCB UCO 98-3 as favorable by a vote of I I yeas to 5

nays. A'!ea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

PCB UCO 98-3 became HB 4785.

Record 2b: On April 23, 1998, the House Comminee on Transponalion and

Economic Development passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of l2

yeas to 0 nays. A "yer" vote is a vote for the AIF posiilon.

Record 2c: On April 28, 1998, the House passed the bill as amended by a

vote of I I I yeas to 4 nays. A t'yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Qn April 29, 1998, the Senate substituted HB 4785 for CS/SB 640. CS/SB

640 was laid on the table. The Senate passed HB 4785 by a vote of 37 yeas to

0 nays. A 'Yea" vote is a vote for the AIF position.

IIB 4785 became Law without the Governor's signature on Mey 27,
1998; refer to Ch. #98-277,Laws of Florlds.

I

I
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iiiiiinffiFj Starks (R) F
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Tumbull (D) F

Valdes (R) F F
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;t#ilry0,'fi Wallace (R) F
li iiiiii:iini.rlir
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Wasserman-Schultz (D) A A F

Webster (R) F
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