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HB 3775
Telecommunications
Services by the
House Committee
on Utilities and
Communications
and Representative
Joe Arnall (R-
Jacksonville Beach)

HB 4785
Telecommunications
Services by House
Committee on
Utilities and
Communications
and Representative
Joe Arnall (R-
Jacksonville Beach)
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IF supports passage of legislation unanimously endorsed by the telecommu-

nications industry which addresses access fees, universal service, and rate
re-balancing as basic components. Proposed committee legislation, PCB UCO
98-1, addressed these concepts. The proposal would create support for universal
service to ensure continued availability of affordable basic local telecommunica-
tions service, especially in high-cost and low-income areas.

The proposal allows rebalancing of basic telecommunications service rates
to achieve self-sufficiency and foster effective competition. This is provided for
by allowing for increases in local residential rates. Long distance rates for all
customers would be lowered through mandatory reductions in access fees charged
by local providers to all long distance providers.

The proposal creates the “Telecommunications Consumer Protection Act” to
provide methodology for consumers rights, provide remedies for violations of those
rights, and establish billing practices requirements.

B  Record la: On February 17, 1998 the House Committee on Utilities and
Communications passed PCB UCO 98-1 by a vote of 14 yeas to 2 nays. A
“yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

PCB UCQ 98-1 was filed and became HB 3775.

HB 3775 died in the House Committee on Utilities and Communications.

This bill was initially filed as PCB UCO 98-3. As substantially amended, the
bill imposes a major workload on the Public Service Commission (PSC) to
study telecommunications issues and report to the Legislature by February 15,
1999. The bill requires the Commission to address universal service to assist the
Legislature in establishing a permanent mechanism to address services to low-
income customers and high-cost service areas. The PSC is also required to report
on long distance rates, business rates, and special services as they impact local
phone rates; and provide conclusions as to a fair and reasonable rate for residential
local phone service, '

The bill further extends from 1999 to 2000 the caps on local phone rates for
GTE and Sprint. The bill requires a total reduction of 15 percent in network access
charges by GTE and Sprint.

The bill creates the “Telecommunications Consumer Protection Act” to ad-
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dress selected consumer rights.

Record 2a: On April 9, 1998, the House Committee on Utilities and Com-
munications passed PCB UCO 98-3 as favorable by a vote of 11 veas to 5
nays. A ‘“yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

PCB UCO 98-3 became HB 4785.

Record 2b: On April 23, 1998, the House Committee on Transportation and
Economic Development passed the bill favorably as amended by a vote of 12
yeas to 0 nays. A “yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

Record 2¢c: On April 28, 1998, the House passed the bill as amended by a
vote of 111 yeas to 4 nays. A “yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

On April 29, 1998, the Senate substituted HB 4785 for CS/SB 640. CS/SB
640 was laid on the table. The Senate passed HB 4785 by a vote of 37 yeas to
0 nays. A “yea” vote is a vote for the AIF position.

HB 4785 became Law without the Governor’s signature on May 27,
1998; refer to Ch. #98-277, Laws of Florida.
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1Ces

}a - Telecommunications Services
2a - Telecommunications Services
ations Servi

REPRESENTATIVE
2b - Telecommunic

Albright (R)

Alexander (R)

Andrews (R)

Argenziano (R) Al A

Arnall (R) F

Arnold (D)

Bainter (R)

Ball (R)

Barreiro (R)

Betancourt (D)

Bitner (R) F

Bloom (D)

Boyd (D) F|A

mlmimliwlialmiosiminio im0l 2c - Telecommunications Services

Bradley (D) F{A|F

Brennan (D)

Bronson (D) F

13

Brooks (R)

F - Vote for position of AIF + A - Vote against position of AIF
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