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TVSTINC RBCORDSN ARE THE 'KEYII

The voting records contained herein show how the members ol the Florida Legisl,ature voted on
inte.est to the gener€l business community in Florida during the 1985 and 1986 Regular and Special

July 23, 1986

major issues of
Sessions of the

Legislature.
are

mally cases, the votes on amendments,
much more significant than votes on final passage but are seldom reported to the business community 8nd the public. This
report attempts to fiU that void. The 1986 votes on final passage of bills have not been corrected at this time, Please be
advised thet it is possible for corrections to be made in these votes. The corrected final votes will be avail,able in the
House and S€nate Bound Journals in October 1986. Since these Bound Joucnals will be unavailable prior to the Primqry
Elections, Associated Industries of Florida is basing the 1986 voting records on final passage of bills from the regular 1986
House and Senate Journals. Il there are any changes in the Bound Journals, Associaled Industries vsiU notify you after
October 1986. The 1985 votes on li!gl!g!g!gg9 of bills were taken from the 1985 House and Senate Bound Journals.

No one vote should sway your opinion of your legislators. However, afte! reviewing this booklet, it is hoped you will
draw your own conclusions as to whether or not your legislators' "votes" on major business issues have been in the best
interest of your business and the entire business community.

PICK YOUR CANDIDATES AND trGET INVOLVBDIT

It matteF little n'hat a legislator says during a campaign for office unless tris "yg1.i1g-1gg[l't supports his rhetoric.
Your company, its employees, and the stockholders have a big stake in the legislative process. The rtvotesl of your
legislators should be one of the principal bases upon which "support" or "opposition" of a candidate for election is
determined,

Yqur Association cannot tell you which legislators you should rrsupport'! or "oppose" - !!I, AIF FEELS COMPELLED
IN THE BEST INTEREST OF YOUR COMPANY TO URGE YOU TO BECOME INVOLVED IN THE ELECTIVE PROCESS BY
SUPPORTING THOSE CANDTDATES WHO, BY THEIB VOTING RECORDS, HAVE SHOWN THAT THEY SUPPORT THE
FREE ENTERPRU}E SYSTEM. IF YOU FAIL TO STAND UP FOR COMPANYIS INTERESTS AT
THEN HALF OF THE BAT'TLE

This year, 120 members of the Florida House of Representatives and 20 m€mbers of the Flo.ida Senate tvill be running
for election. For only the third time, Iegislators wiu be running in single member districts due to reapportionment.
PLEASE CONSIDER THE VCTTING RECORDS OF THE CANDIDATES BEFORE BECOMING INVOLVED IN THE ELECTIVE
PROCESS _ THEN, 'BECOME INVOLVED' BY SUPPORTING THE CANDIDATES WHO BEST REPRESENT YOUR
INTERESTS.
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Barron + + + 0 tou
BCATd + + + I 80
Castof + 60
Childers, D. + + + 8 3
chitders. lf. D. + +
Crawford + 5 {

inSw + + 60
Deratany + + + 6 3

nn + + + + + 6 4 60
+ 6 { 60

I rank + + + + 1 t
Gelsten I 4 2A
Girardeau + + + + 60
Gordon 1
Grant + + + + 6
Grizzle + + + + 57
ilsir + + o 60
giu + + + 4 50
enne + + 5 63

ng8 I' + 56
tohnson +
Johnston + I

'atrick + 'l , ti7
Kiser + 60
,arEley + + I 45

Malcholl + t 63
Mann + + 5
Margolis + I 50
McPher5on + + 7 7 50
M€ek + + 4 40
Myers 3
Neal + + + + I 80
Peterson + + 2 60
Plummer + + + 67
tcott + + + + 5 50
Jtuart + + D J
I homali + + + 63
I'hurman + 3 50
v ogt + + 50
w€mlilem + + + + 3
IJSUE t (see key
on p, 3-6) 1 , 3 I o 10 l t t 3 1,1 l 5 16 L1 18 20 20

'SBNATI VOITNG STATISNCST

1985 & 1986 Regular & Sgecial S€Esions

+ vote !9! positior of AIF
- Vote AGaIMT o$ition of AIf

of
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SEXATA AVARAGE = 60$
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KBY TO SBIIATE YOTSS

P-tPq:-cPE:4E!!t[-!o'.BTg by senator carrie Meek (D-Miami) (similar to HB 53 by Representative Helen\rgroon uayls ([Flampa), called tof the establishment of I Psy Equity Study Commission to'studv jneouities in
!av_,am^ong Florida state g_overnment employees' utilizing the dirctrine-of coriparable 

"orttr.- 
rr,"Llfi *'"t n""rooy rn€ lenate vetsonnel' Letirement & collective Bargaining Committee on April 9, 1985, whefe it was am€ndedas s result of 8n amendment offered by senator EdgaiDunalD-Daytons Beach), ch.ncing the r;ui li1nl" u,rr tobe one calling for equal pay for equal work, and iimply permitting tfre oepartmeni oi iarlni"t""iior, 

", 
tn"state.agen-cy charyed with administering the stEters pefod,nnel sysGm, to cbnsider the eftects of 

"ppiy,ng 
tn"doctri-.e oj comparable ..orth. The am;ndment passei the comriittee by 

" "ot" 
oi lli. 

-a 
iv""; 

"oiJl! " 
,ot"for the AIF oosition.

by SeDator Cerrie Meek (D-Miami) (similar to HB 63 by Representative Helenuoroon uavrs (u-I8mp8r, caued for the establishment of a Pay Equity Study Commissio-n to studv inecuiti€s inp8y emong-Florida stste gove.nment employees, uti l izing tbe'docirini of cimparaote ,o.tn. ri" i j i  s"nar"Personnel, Retitement & Colleetive Barg-aining Cbmmittei approved senate Bilt i80 as amended on lprii s, rses,by a vote of 5-1. A "nay. vot€ is a votelor rha AIF position.

, t

f3

, .

fs

, 6

,7

: : ._:": :  " .  r , ,E ee,6!E Appr qprr.,  rron_s. r/ommrrlee meetrng oI M8y 16, 1985, to reduce the mru(imum weekly
?i1"ll^t3il-,: T_:"111-T9.ln-rh" CS/SB 66-0,. from $200 to ?5. A -yea" vote is a vote for the ArF position,rhe amendment was defeated iy a vore of e'in favor io i-"ii,i"rt.-- riJ-cs,Ed ;;; ;;;;;"i;;'in5 s"n","Approprrattons commrttee on May 16' Ig85' by I vote of l9-0. A nnay" vote is a vote for th; AIF oo;ition.

unemptoyme_nt eompensation purposei from $lso to 65-27i piro"nt oi ii':' ;iil;i;;-;'";;;;';;li 
""s".||:g:-ilt."j- ll9_ttl,,-o stronglv opposed the automatic imposiiion ot a ro.rura. 

- 
an 

"^"na'.?nt 

'*-i"irr.."a,
sl l l (mg ln€ lormuh a9proach and increasine the mrr iml l r |  w. . t  lv  rDn' f i t  rh^, ,nr  f ,^6 (r<n '^ . r^n fL^ f . . r 'suiking-th€ formul,a approach and increasing the maximuir weet<ty uenefit amount from siio to-izijo, iire rurrsenate commerce committee passed rhe a;ended bill 

"r 
tr," cs/ss sso, uy a vote'Jt'to-d. e;n"y; uot" i" 

"vote for the AIF Dosition.

communicable diseas€s ar€ in fact occupationally related i; ute'context Jr ritiiighi"J 
"nc'p"."rfio". 

rrr"committee reported the bills f8vor8bly 8s the committee substiiute for senate Bilis 1200 
"nc'eiz. 

r," e vote ot

An amendment was

Senators.Peter
a firefighter or

consolidated ill the Personnel, R€tirem€nt;-;!-::...-_".;--j:,,, j.*,_ wlsrE.uvr.uJ_r Elarw. r ne orus w€re consouoareo rrr the personnel, R€tirem€nl d
:j:::*:: -'::g:115.:iTlll"1^r"""!1nc in.. the senate on May -1r1, rs8i, 8nd amended to etiminate anytmmediate change in the treatment of thele diseases for of the Workels:,l, j l ::: l .: u,<.rreu(menr or rnese qlseases tor pu.poses of the Workefs, Compensation Law or stalerellrement pulposes' and instead to call for the creqtion of a study commission to determine whether cancer and

by Senator Gwen
a change In the maximum weekly b€nefit amou$t for

committee reported the bills favor8bly ss the Committee Substiiute for Senate 1200 and 697, by a vote of6-0, with I ,'yea" vote b€ing 8 vote for the AtF poEition.

i*iiiffi :,:ilfi ,3'll"TTiiH"",irff Tffl"!.,111x1J;health care services plans, and other.such contrrcts^far the paJment of medical 
"6"nr; 

b;;"ii6-;;'iioceoures,include chiropractic cov€rag€ as an inregral part of the *nlrit suucture. 
-i;G;;;;;'il;;rirle'q;reo 

thatanv limit8tior or condition placed upon- gnyhent to any ricensed physician b" a;pii; 4uiirio'ii' tieer,"eoph!'sicians. The biu reached tie senate prioi on r'rqyzg;igis, *J 
"i"" 

p""t"a oy a'iote or io-oj a "n-ay" vote isa vot€ for the AIF tpsition.

@ b y s e n a t o r T o m | u c P h e r s o n ( D - F t . L 8 u d e r d a l e ) v r o u t d h a v eallowed the stEte to reclaim lanG thSt it claimed were sovereiRnty lands and sold to citizens of ii'" siate over
:::,,i."t-l!0TlT^y,"::.^.J11"_"-I1d" h"d. been occupied End .lsediy'priv8te citizens wno nave L""n-in fr"r"*rion,Puro taxes' maoe lmprovements' tarme!, extract€d minerals, cut timber, ard comglied with the r€il propertylaws ot th€ st€te' Through this bill,_ the rtste clsimed o*n"".trip of tnij prope*y,'wlt} 

""ii"in-"*o-"i'tion", ",sovereignty submerged lsnds' and that the ,andowners occupying dna owning thise l,ands were witnoui ihte. rrriswas-8n attempt by the stste to renege on deeds to miiio;s of 6cres-of l,and o*n"o uy l"iu"i" 
- 
liri""n".Landowners whose titles have been perfieted woura x forceo io i""* ."ti"r in quiet title iitii"iio-n,-o*o"n,ngthem with l€ql complications ihe Marketable Record Title Acr was design€d to dtiminate. on-vay ii,1ses, $resenste Natural Resources commitr€e,. by a. vote of g-r, favored the-stat€,s e;;iti;; il;;;;iG, tn" o.rproceeded to the senate Floor for _considaration, where it was 8mended uy suustitutift-'a stuoy comrnission rorthe biurs stat€ takeover langlage' The bill lhere;ftef b"o"r" t"* ano a study commission was establisheo.

_. . Th€ entire legislstive issue of the Marketabl€ R€cord Title Act was lsid to rest when, on May lS, 19E6, theFlorids suFeme cou voted in support of the state of Florida ro assert iG claim to sovereignty sutmergeo ranosthat had in the past be€n convey# to private citizens. c;;equ;ntly, no legislation addrelsirg the :\r;rketEbteRecord Title Aci was considgred-afrertie Supreme-Courtls rlecjs'ion.

A "yea'r vote on sB 6?3 in the senate Natural Resoulces committee was against AtF s position.

vqrqxrwrs nsqurres c.tncet or some commurucsbte disease such as hepatitis ot AIDS, white employed 8stiretighter or paramedic' that a presumption would arise that the diseas€ vras acquired in the scot€em?loyment and was occupationally-related. The bilLs w€re consolidated in the pekonnel. n.ri""-"",

a
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,8 SB 9t - COIITAINBB DEIGIT by S€nator Jeanne Melchon (D\St. Petersbutg) was pes€d by the Economic,
Comm[nity & Consumer AffriF Committe€ by a vote of 6-0. The biu was omended to include the crsation of a
Joint study committee to study the issues raised by opgon€nts and proponents of contalner &posit Isgisletion.
The study eommittee levi€wed the litter situation in the state 8nd prepared a cost-benefit sne4Eis promoting
litter control and reeycling efforts, They also propos€d legislstlon implementing their tindirEs in the 1986
Legislature.

Every Florida study which AIF has reviewed over th€ years indicetes that contain€rs ere 8 minority of the
litte! slorE highvrays. Furth€r' it eppeaF that existing litter l,aws are not being enforced properly. AIF oplros€s
the container deposit legislation. A iyea'r vote is against AIFrs 9o6ition.

SB ll?C - l|t LTBTATA TAI COIIPACT During the 1s85 Legblative Session, two significart votes made it
@omeai lembero f t t l -eMul t i s te teTorCompic t .on lyahandfu lo f
Etates aDd the Dirtrict of Columbis are membets of the Multistste TEx Comoact. with thGe states b€inc
principaUy located in the westefn part qf the United States. One of the main oblections to membe$hip in th;
compact is thet Florida would abdicate legislEtive and administrative responsibilities for conducting certain
audits to a group of other stat€! not answerable to th€ peopt€ of florida. ihe power to administer and coll€ct
tax€ thould,. be eerefully controlled, with accouliability lor actions remainirg with Floridab elect€d and
appointed officials.

The bills that would have ineluded Flolida as a member of the compact were House Bill 631, by
Representative Cerl Ogden (D{acksonville) &nd S€rute BiU 11?6, intrcduced by Senator Bob Cratvford (D-Wintei
llavenl Representative Ogd€nrs bill ceme b€fore the Finerce & Taxation Committee on May 1, 1985, and the biU
failed to pass on a tle vote.

At its meeting of May 9' 1985, the Senate Finsnc€, Tsxation & Cl,aims Committee consid€fed Senator
Ctawfordrs bilL which contsined a provision providing for Florida's m€mb€rship in the Multistste Tax Co'Itpact.
By a vot€ ol 9-3' th€ committee removed that provisiol from the bill that would have inctuded Florida es a
compact memb€r.

A nnayn vote on the House bill is a vot€ for th€ AIF position, and a 'tyean vote on lhe Senate bill also fevors
AIF'S posltion.

la

ft0 by Senator Mattox Hair

is a doctrine of law
(u-t acKsonvrue, called ro!, among other things, the abolttion of Joint and s€vefal lil
ard the requirement of leave of court to plerd punitive damege& Joint and s€veral

in ncg{igenc€ aetions,

whieh says that 8.11 defeldants are jqinUy and severs]ly liable for the injuri€s suftered by I gLaintiff, and that
plaintiff-may seek all of_ his damages from any given defendant, regardless of that defendanfs degree of fault.plaintiff nay seek all of his damages from any given defendant, regardless of that defendanfs degree of fault.
That d€fendant tapped for the plaintiffs demeg€s yroutd th€n heve the right to seek sontribution lrom otherThat d€fendant tapged for the ptaintiffs demeg€s yroutd th€n heve the right to seek contribution from other
tortfeasos$ to the degree that they are solvent. This doctrin€ has resulted in an inequitsbl,e system whereby one
deferdant may be r€sponsible for 100 pereent of the plaintiffs dsmsges whell that defeldant was only minimally
at fau.lt. Associated IndEtries s$ongly supported an attempt to abolish lh€ doctrin€ of joint and several
liability' 8nd a 'ryea'r vote is s vote for the AIF position, The Senate Commerce Committee voted on this
measule on April 29, 1985, passing th€ biu by a vote of ?-6.

tll H! ]'l1$ - qABqBB A@IEVEXEXT PBOGBAI On June 6, 1986, the Legisl,ature passed HotEe BiU 1240,
@2.Thevotewas3t+ in th ;senateu i i t t r ' ' yeanvotesoe i r rg in
supgort of AIP'S position.

The bill recognizes that teacher compensation should be based on performanee. It establish€s thrre career
achievement levels ard provides for substrnti8l monetary rewards lor attaining each level through achi,ev€ment
and perlotmance,

Teacher contrects trhich include the Cafeer Achievem€nt Program for teacheN will be n€gotiated st the
local school distfict level, but within th€ criterie s€t forth in the bill.

The biu furth€r establilhes the Professional T€acher Career Development Council, consisting of tnelve
memb€F appointed by th€ Covernor. Six memb€rs shall b€ representatives from the education community, with
at least one regresentative from the school boerds and one representative flom the school administrators. Six
members shall be representativ$ from th€ business community.

Associeted Industries of Plorida feels thet the Career Achievement Program, as adopted by the LegisLatur€,
i8 8n excellent on€ providing 8n incentiv€ for quality teacheF to remain in thc teaching profession and actirE as
a catalyst for sttrecting bright yourg idividuels into the teaching $ofession. With appropriate fundirE, the
Care€r Achi€vement Program will thrust Floride into the forefront of educatioml innovation aimed at producing
quality teaohers end' in tufn, improring student achievement. A major aspeet of the progrsm is that it should
result in weeding out less capable teachels.

3B ll2 - LBBTT PAI During the 1984 Legislative Session,.e merit pay bill for t€acheF was pcs€d with
language ta place-theJndiviglal Jcboolpt'ilcio&l in . C.lcirion"of-ey|,lratio$J...ber pet{or.n8nce to detesmi e
who wss qualified to receive merit pay. Becaus€ of this legisLetive action, Associated Ind6tries of Floridawho wss qualified to receive merit pay. Becaus€ of this legisLetive action, Associated Ind6tries of Florida
supported a one-half of on€ percent increaEe in the corporate tax cete duling the Special Sessiqn of the
Legisleture in Decemb€r 1984.

l r t
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lmplementstion of the merit pay program met with many obstaeles because of its perc€iv€d inadequacy in
determining vrho es quslified for merit pay. This was because of a too-rapid attempt to implement the
progrem, and bureaucratic mishandling of certain of its aspects. However, the concept of performance+esed
merit pay and the merit pay legislatio& as passed, w&s valid and supported by AlF.

But, beceuse of the problems that aroEe from implementation of the program, the Senate Education
Committee during the 1986 Legislative S€ssion voted to abolish the merit p8y progTam on May 13, 1986, when it
passed Senate Bill 4{2 by Senator W. D. Childers (D-Pensacola). Senator Childers'bill would have sbolished the
grogrsm entirely, and discontinued all payments to previously sel€cted candidates if the biU had become law,

The vote to sbolish the pro$.m was 6{, with 6 lyeai vote being against .{lF's Frosition,

cs/sB zaa - EDUCATIOI|AL BENEFIIS FOf,, SPOITSES by Senator Cafrie l4eek (D-Miami) (similar to the
Committee Substitute for the Committee Substitut€ for House BiU 753 by Regresentative Eleanor Weinstock (D-
West Palrn Beach)) calls for the creation ol an sdditional death benefit under the Worke.s! Compensation Law in
the form of paym€nt of tuition for a surviviog spouse ol a deceased wotker at a vocational school o. eommunity
college. The cost of this benefit is scheduled to range from 0400 to $1,100 per individual. No evidence has been
presenled vyhich substantiates the need for an additiooal benefit when the surviving spouse of a deceased
employee may .eceive ug to t100,000, rrhich could b€ used for the purpos€ of pursuing an education. CS/SB 244
pass€d the Senat€ Personnel, Retir€ment & Collective Bargainirg Committee on April 21, 1985, by a vote of

vote is a vote for the AIF position.

The Senate Commerce Committe€ passed this bill by a vote of 12 to 0. A "yea'r vote is a vote against the
AIF p'osition.

sB 305 - ASIOCIATED IXDnSTRIAS OP FLOruDA WOnKEn$ COtiipErSATtON PROP(XAL An amendment
uincy) to senate

Bill 395 by Senator Mattox Hai! (D-JscksonviUe), I biu csUing for a two-year extension of that provi$ion in the
lr{orkersr Compensation Lavr permitting lumg-sum in contested cases of compensability. The amendment
clarified the computation of wage-loss benefits for commissioned salespeople, mandated an offset for recoveries
f.om third?arty tortfeasors made pdor to the filing of a claim for workers' eompensation ben€fits against Sueh
benefits' and required attorneys to itemize their bill8ble time per issue in workersr comp€nsation cases. The
amendment qlso contsiled p.ovisions requested by the Florida Department of Labor & Employment Security'
eliminating th€ requirement thet employers file a copy of the "First Report of lnjury" forrn with th€ Division of
workers' Compensatiol office in Ta]lahassee, instead lesving that reporting requirement to the camiers and self-
insured employ€rs. Fudhermore, the amendme[t contained a provision permitting the Governor to germanently
reassign 8ny assentilg deputy commissioner from the county of the deputy commissioner's principal otfice to any
other county of the state, The amendment was passed by the Senste Commerce Committee by a vote of 13{,
with a "yea!'vot€ being s vote for the AIF position,

t la

f15 SB 453 - WOREING OYERTIIf,E by Senator Arnett Gilardeau (D'JacksonviUe) (similar to House BiU 528 by
Representative Helen Gordon Davis (D-Tampa) and House BiU 544 by Rep.esentative Corrine Brown (D-
Jacksonville)) would have Fohibited an employer of fifty or more workers from terminsting or taking any other
disciplinsry action against an employee for refusing to work in excess of a legal day's work (ten hours) o. any
other time peliod which may have been provided for by a collective bsrgaining agreement. Associated Indwtries
opposed the bi[' which would have placed uEeasonable restrictioN on the obility of employers to establish
workirg hours and policies for hiring, termination and retention of employees. The limitation on the types of
employers subject to the bill's provisions was evid€nce of the bill's real purpose, to encoufag€ union organizing
among large employers. The biU psssed the Senate Commerce Committee on April l?, 1896, by a vote of
to 6 to 5. A "oayl vote is a vote for the AIF position.

t r 6 SB 11108 - LITrEB CONTBOL The Senate Natural Resources Committee met on May 13, 1986, to consider
legislalion .ecommended by the Florida Container Deposit, Litter Control and Recycling Study Committee. The
bilt, Senate Bill 1008, a no tar, no deposit bitl, was intfodueed b!' Senator Ed Dunn (D-Daytona B€ach) snd it
proposed mechanisms to tecove! snd recycle waste, to encourage pfivate entities to participste in sueh recovery
gnd .ecycling, and to promot€ a plblic awareness of the litter problem, State and local governmenG were
direct€d to conSider establishing recycling programs and evaluate the cost-effectiveness of separation
proc€dures' collection services, and public notilication with the Depsrtment of Environmental Regllations in the
head of this effort.

Associated Indu5tries ol Ftorida supports €. stroBg recycling progiam, enforeement of existing litter laws,
and a siror8 public aryareness program. A dy€ar!vote favored AIF'S positiqn. In the House, Representative Jim
Hargrett introduced Ho|rse Bill 8??, which, when passed by a vote of 4-1 by the Subcommittee on Environmental
Quatity of the House Natursl Resoulces Committee, would have imposed an annual litter generation fee on
manufacturers' wholesalers, or retsilers that sell letter generation products. AIF opposed this and any othef
form of tsxation aimed at the business comrnunity. A "nayi'vote f8voied AIFs position.

ll7 CSAB a6! - cI .I) EBALTH ASSITnANCB ACT by the Senate Appropriations Committee and Senator l(en
@min i t teeSuust l tu i i fo rHor rseBiu287bytheHouse! lea l th
Care & Insurtrnce .Commitl€e llrd R-Fr.<F talivsJohn ..Lenis (Ddaoksoqyille). cr€ates th€ "C.hild Health
Assulance Act"' requiring all heslth insurance golicies 'rhieh provide coverage for family m€mbers to elso
plovide coverage fof child health supervision services from the moment of birth to age 16 years. These child
health seryices are to be €x€mpt from any deductible provisions v{hich may be in force in such policies or
contracts. The bill vrould apply to a1l group, blanket or franchise health insurance policies, but would not apply
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to Eny plan wNeh is €stEblfuhed or maintained by Nn individusl employer in accordance with the Employm€nt
R€tirement and lncome S€eurity Act of 19?4 (ERISA). As8ociated lndustries a!8ued egainst the bitl on the
grounds that it would be extremely eostly to employ€rs. The biu was passed on the Fl@r of th€ Senate on
June '1, 1986, by a vote of 25-0. A I'nayi vote is a vote for the AIF p6ition.

,NCB The legislation, now chagtes 86-18, Lews ol
psssed lsst year, as a r$ult of which all owners of

tr9

commercial motor vehicles having a gross vehicle weight of 26,000 lbs. o! more; or having three o[ more axles,
tegtrdtes! of vveight; or when used in combination that such weight excee& 26,000 lbs. had to Fovide proof of
$750'000 liability insurrnce per vehicle. As passed by the Legislature, CS/HB 953 provides that minimum levels
of lirbility insurance cequired wiu be 83 followsr g?oss vehicle weig,rt of 26,000 to 45,000 lbs., minimum liability
insursnce of $50,000i 35,000 to 44,000 lb€., minimum liebility insufsnce of $1.00,000i in exc€ss of 44,000 lbs., but
not $bject to U.s, Department ol Transportation regulations, $300,000 minimum liability imufance. Fina.Uy,
v€hicles subject to US. Department of Transportation insurance reguletions (mainty those operated by ICC-
regulated interstate carriers) would be requir€d to maintein the minimum federel level of $?50,000 per vehicle.
The legislation atso reinstitutes the self-insfance mechanism vrhich existed prior to 1985. A3sociatcd Industries
lupported the legislation which passed on tbe Senate on May l, 1986, by a vote of 39{. A I'yea,,vot€ is s vote
for the AIf position.

SB {6 - SILES TAX EXBXPI|OI€I3IIN8BX After a great deal of controversy centering &round budgetsfy
ffi;a;6mmitteeagre;dtoasalestaxexemptionsunset5iuwhichwasthen
adopted by the Legislature on June 6, 1986. The vehicle used to prss out the sunset bUl was House Bill 130?,
which originated as a bill proposed by th€ Hol.rse Comnittee on Finance & Tsxation, chsired by Repr$ent&tive
Carl Ogden (Dlrsck8onville). The biu establishB a 5 percent sal€E tax beginning July 1, f986; on drycleaning,
Iaundry' and germent servicGs. Thereatter, on July l, 1987, a number of eremptioB now in effect are sch€duled
to b€ sunsetted, They include the sal$ tax exemption on profe$ionsl servic$ (doctor$ lawyers, erchiteqB,
accountants' etcJi magszineq file fighting and rescue service equipment aIld suppliest county or mudcipality
resoulce reqovetT equipment; solar enelgy systems and componentsi energy-efficient devic$, syst€ms, and
compo[ent$ partisl e:(emptions for motor vehicles sold to a Florida resident in snother statq pe*ial exemptions
for flyeble sircraft purchased in th€ stete by an out-of€tete purchaser; and boats removed from ths state alter
purchase.

Oth€r exemptions now in force which are also scheduled to sunret olt JuIy 1, 198?, are rent paid to
merchantsr associstionsi sgace leased for convention or industry trede showsi rent paid by a fair a8sociation;
space leased by a movie th€ater owner to a person providing food and drink within the pc€misesi admission
tickets to athletic or other events sponsored by Floridars schoob; and super bowl admi$ion tick€ts,

Retained iII the bill as exempt items afe gen€ral groceries aBd medical supplies. However, candy costing
less than 25 cent$ f€minine hygien€ ploducts, and chlorine used lor swimming pools wUI no longer b€ exempt aDd
will be texed commencing July I, 1986.

Senate Bill 46, introduced by Senator Bob Crawford (D'Winter Haven), !.vas coBidered on Februery 5, 1986,
by the Senate Financ€, Taxatiol & Claims Committee. lt was approved by a vote ol ?-3, with a I'y€a'! vot€
favoring AIF'S position.

Although SB 46 was not adogt€d by the Legislature, in its final form it contained ?? of the 30 exemptions
Associated lndustries recommended be retained.

t20

With respect to the tort system, in civil sctions lor damages based oll negligence, joint and several liability
would not apply to noneconomic dameges, As to ecorcmic darnages, joilt aad several would agply wh€re total
damages ar€ less than S25,000, end in poUution cases, intentional torts, ections brought under RrcO,
environmenta-l protection, sntitrust, l,and sal€s and s€curities fraud cases. Onc€ economic damSges exceed
f25'000' joint and several would only spply to thoce defeldants who are more at fault than the ctraimant. The bill
pleces a eap on nonecotlomic dam8ges at $450,000. ln aetions for personal injury or wronglul death, there would
b€ structuring of future economic damsges as to smounts exceeding $250,000, The bill requif€E the it€mization
of verdiets and a qualified mandatory otfs€t for collateral sources. A loo8€ cap ls pl,rc€d on punitive dsmrges, as
well' 8nd punitive damages are to be distlibuted, {0 percent to the plaintiff, End 60 p€rc€nt to the Public M€dical
Assistsnce Trust Fund or to the Gercral Revenue Fund, as approoriate. A 1990 sunset is provided on all tort
reforms,

Of pa|ticular significance in the bill is the creNtion of commercial seu-insurence lunds, v,hich wiU do much
to improve availability of insurance, tht8 easing e crisis whieh has plagtied the state during the last feyr yeals.

AssoqiqtEdrlqduglrieE activglyl|$gorbd,tbepessage.of this legislatioB,which, in a solB€v,hat di,fl€rent form
th.en finaly passed by the Legislature, p$sed the Senate Commerce Committee by a vote of 13{), A nyea" vot€
is I vote for the AIF position,

The full Senate pa$ed the conference report on the CS/CS/SB 4€5 on June 6, 1985, by 8 vote of 3?-2. A
'iyea" vote is a vote for th€ AIF position,
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Ranking of the Florida Senate by Pereentage of votes
FOR the Position of Associated Industries of Florida

During 1985-1986 Regular & $ecial Sessions
(Highest to lowest)

SENATOR

Total # Votes
FOR Position

of AIF

Total # Votes
AGAINST

Position of AIF
% of Votes
with AIF

Banon 0 100

Johnston

? F r a n k 5 2 7 l

Malchon

Kiser

Grant
Grizzle
Johnson
Weinstein

5031 Scott c a

31 Thurman

Gordon

Note: Rankinp are based on overall position within each house, with all members with the same
percentage of votes with AtF receiving the same ranking.

Senator Ander Crenshaw was elected to the Senate on April 1. 1986.
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KEY IQ IIoqEE VqTTq

EE tS =COMPARIfEIE I{98fH by Representative Helen Gordon Davis (D-Tampa) (simitar to SB lE0 by Senator
Carrie Meek (D-i\{iami)) ealled for the establishment of a Pay Equity Study Commission to study inequities in pay
alnong Florida state gavernment employees, uti l iaing the doetrine of eomparable worth. The Horrse Retirement,
Persc;inel & Colleetive Bargaining Committee put argument on this measure on May l, 198$, and reported the
bil l favorably by I vote of 6-5. A "nay" vote is a vote for the AIF position. The ereation of a study eommission
and the issusnee of I neport by the eommis$ion may simply be rrsed as a basis for a suit by AFSCME (a
governmental employees'union) against the State of Florida as I means of foreing major ehanges in the way the
st8tets personnel system is stfuetured.

HE t30* =III{EMtLOYMENT q by Representative Jaek
l'oDtn (D-Mgrgate), ss smended in the House Commeree Committee on April 23, 1985, would have increased the
maximum weekly benefit smount for unemployment eompensation purposes from $150 to $200. This inerease was
opposed by Assoeiated Industries on the grounds that it would be an unreasonable inerease, in the magnitude of 33
percent in one year. The bil l , as amended, was reported favorably by the House Commeree Committee by a yote
of 154. A "nay' vote is a vote for the AIF position.

HB {30 - EI{EMP|I)YUENT-gqMlENSA'I'IOElilAIn!_qil_lEEllLY BEIIEFIT AMOUI|T Representatives Sam
t crove) offered an

amendm€nt to reduee the maximum weekly benefit amount from 66-2/3 peieent of the statewide average weekly
wage, which would have been in exees$ of $200, to $l?5. The amendment passed by a vote of ?l-36, with a 'yea"
vote being a vote for the AIF position.

FE l?0 : 4ANDATED CHITOPRACTIC CQYELAC- by Representative Elvin Martinez (D-Tampa) (similar to
Senste Eil l ?48 hy Senator Toni Jennings (R-Orlando)) would have required that all health insurence polieies,
health care serviees plans, and other sueh eontraets for the payment of medieal expense benefits or proeedures,
inelude chiroPractie eoversge as an integral part of the benefit strueture. Furthermore, the bilt required that
any limitation or eondition placed upon payment to any lieensed physieian be applied equally to all licensed
physieians. The Health Care & Insursnee Committee passed the bil l  on May 8, lg8$, by I vote of 16 to l. Arryea' vote is I vote against the position of AIF.

On May 23, 1985, the House Appropriations Committee passed the bil l  by I vote of 23 to 1. A "yea" vote is
I vote agsinst the position of AIF.

The bil l  was passd on the Floor of the Horrse on May 29, 1985, by s vote of 104-5. A "nay" vote is a vote
for the AIF position, since Assoeiated Industries opposes any attempt to msndate benefits in health insuranee
polieies whieh are purehased by employers for their employees.

t5 T392 - EMINENT DOMAIN WAY by the House Transpartatian Committee called for
w g o main and the purehsse of r ights of way for publ ie roads,

whieh would have negatively affeeted the r ights of property holders in situst ions where s notiee of taking has
been made by a governmental authority, but signif ieant t ime has elapsed without the actu8l tsking. The bi l l
would not have permitted the Property owner the value of any inerease or deerease in the value fnom the t ime of
the notiee of taking. An amendment was offered by Representst ive Msrt in€z whieh provided that i f  a taking
does not oeeur within twelve months after a resolut ion has been exeeuted by the condemning authority, the
property ewner is enti t led to have eonsidered any inerease or deerease in the value of the property, in arr iving at
the value of the property should it be aequired during the subsequent twelve-month period. At the end of eaeh
twelve-month period fol lowing the date the eondemnor exeeutes suqh a resolut ion, the value of the property to
be acquired would have been adJusted to refleet any sueh increase or deerease in the value and this adjusted
value would have been eonsidered in arr iving at the value of the property aequired, for eaeh $ubsequent twelve*
month period. This trnendment was defeated on the Floor of the Hor.rse by I vote of 3?-64, with B "yea" vote
being a vote for the AIF posit ion. The Mart inez amendment would have brought fairness into I system where a
proPerty owner is total ly at the wil l  of a eondeftning authority, and must lose the benefi t  of any increase in value
during a period when the condemnjng authority fai ls to make a t imely taking.

B_E _6_3_r _ MUITBIAEI TAI C_Q_i4PAClf During the 1985 Legislative $ession, two signifieant votes mad€ it
o m e a m e m b e r o f t h ! M u l t i s t a t e T a x C o m p i e t . Q n l y a h a n d f u I o f

states and the Distr ict of Columbia are members of the Mult istate Tax Compaet, with those states being
prineipal ly loeated in the western part of the United Ststes One of the main objeetions to rnembership in the
eompaet is that Florida would abdieate legislat lve and administrat ive responsibi l i t ies for eondueting certain
audits to I  gtoup of other states not answerable to the people of Florida. The power to Edminister and eol lect
taxes should be eareful ly eontrol led, with aeeountabi l i ty for aetions remaining with Florida's eleeted and
appointed off ieials.

The bi l l  that would have ineluded Florida as a member of the eompact was House Bil l  63f by
Representative Carl Ogden (D-Jaeksonvi l le) (similar to Senate Bi l l  l l?6, introdueed by SenEtor Bob Crawford {D-
l{ inter Haven)). Representative Ogden's bi l l  eame before the Finance & Taxation Committee on Msy t,  1985,
and the bill failed to pass on a tie vote.

A "nay" vote on the House bi l l  is a vote for the AIF posit ion.

f6
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by the House Commeree Committee and
ytona ealled for the total abolition of joint and several llability. The bill

was passed on May 15, lgES, on the House Floor by a vote of ?0-45, with a "yea" vote being a vqte for the AIF
Position. It was essential that the House of Representatlves send a strong message to the Senate Bs to the need
for tort refonm.

CS/ffi f0f? -. JOINI-AHD SEVIEAI, I{ABEdtrVABOLI1'!OH by the House Commerce Committee and
thedoe t r i neo fJo in tandseve ra1 l i 8b i l i t y i n

negligence setions. An amendment was offered on the Floor of the House of Representatives by Representative
Tom Woodruff (R-$t. PeterSurg) to strike the total ebolishment of joint and several liability and instead offer a
watered-down measure, stiu permitting joint and several liability in negligenee aetions but requiring thst eourts
determine and state in the judgment eaeh party's equltable share of the obligation to eaeh elaimant in
aecordanee wlth the respeetlve pereentages of fault. Then, not leter than one year after a final Judgment is
enteredr the eourt would be reguired to determine whether a]l or part of the party's equitable share of the
obligation is uneolleetible from thst party, and the eourt would then realloeate any uneolleetible amount among
the other parties, exeluding a elaimant at fault, aeeording to the parties' respeetive pereentages of fault. A
party whose liability is realloeated would stiil be subjeet to the right of eontribution and to any eontinuing
liability to the claimant on the judgment. The ultimate effeet of the proposed amendment would be to leave in
plsee the doctrine of joint and several liability, but to simply delay its full impaet for over one year after a final
judgment is entered. The amendment was moved by Representative Woodruff on the Floor of the House on
May l5' 1985r but on motion by Representative Tom Gallagher (R-Coeonut Grove), the smendment was laid on
the tabl€ by a vote of 63'4?, with I "yea" vote being a vote for the AIF position.

EE- .tll0 - EaEEER ACIffiYEIf,ENT P_BOGRAU On June 6, 1986, the Legislature passed House Bill l?40,
. T h e v o t e ; a s 1 o e t o I i n i - h e t t o u s e , w i t h a ' ' y e 8 ' ' v o t e b e i n g

in support of AIFrs position.

The bill reeognizes that teaeher campensation should be based on performanee. It establishes three career
aehievement levels and provldes for substantial monetary reward8 for attaining each level through aehievement
and performanee.

Teseher eontracts whieh inelude the Career Achievement Program for teaehers witl be negotiBted at the
loeal sehool distriet level, but within the eriteria set forth in the bill.

The bil l  further estsblishes the Professional Teaeher Career Development Couneil, eonsisting of twelve
members apPointed by the Governor. Six members shall be representatives from the edueation eommunity, with
at l€ast one rePresentative from the sehool boards afld one representative from the sehool Bdministrators. Six
members shall be representatives from the business eommunity.

Associated Industries of Florida feels that the Career Aehievement Program, as adopted by the Legislature,
.is an exeellent one providing an ineentive for quslity teaehers to remain in the teoehing profession and aeting as'a 

eataly$t for attraeting bright young individusls into the teaehing profession. With-appropriate funding, the
Career Aehievement Program will thrust Florida into the forefront of educational innqvation aimed at produeing
quality teaehers and, in turn, improving student sehievement. A maJor aspeet of the program Is that it should
result in weeding out less eapable teaehers.

IED DUSTnIES OF

ls

f r0 T l l
w8s o House to

Weinstoek (D-West Palm Beaeh) (similar to CS/SB 244 by Senstor Carrie Meek (D-Mismi)), whieh would have
alarified the computation of wage-loss benefits for eommissioned salespeople, mandated an offset for reeoveries
from third-party tortfeaeors made prior to the filing of I elaim for workers'compensation beneflts against sueh
benefitsr and required attorneys to itemize their billable time per Issue in workersr compensation eases. The
amendment also contained provisions eliminating the requirement that employers fi le a eopy of the trFirst Report
of Injury" form with the Division of Workers' Compensstion offiae in Tsllahassee, instead leaving that reporting
requirement to the carriers and self-insured employers. Furthermore, the amendment contained a provision
permitting the Governor to permanently reassign any sssenting deputy eommissioner from the eounty of the
deputy eommissioner's prineipal offiee to any other eounty of-the state. The amendment was passed by the
Appropriations Committee in the House on June 2, 1986, by I vote of 28-2. A "yea" vote iE a vote for the AIF
position. The proposals of Assoeiated Industries were designed to eounteraet aetionE by the First Distriet Court
of Appeal whieh have undermined the philosophy of the Workersf Compensation Law and ereated uneertainty as
to its applieation.

- MAXITUT WEEKLY by Representative
mi la r  to  SB tor Gwen Ma iami Beaeh)) would

provided that the maximum weekly benefit amount shall be equal to 66-2/3 pereent of the statewide

An

H B T
Efr'
have

frr

average weekly wage. As amended in subeommittee, the bil l  woutd simply have increased the maximum weekly
benefit smount by $5, from iG eurrent $l?5 to $180. Assoetated Industries strongly opposed any lncrease in thb
msximum weekly benefit amount, since it had been inereased from $150 to $1?S the year before. The bil l  was
defeated in the Labor, Employment Seeurity & Oversight Subeommittee of the House 

-Commeree 
Committee on

April ?2, 1986, by a vot€ of 3-2. A nnay" vote is I vote for the AIF gosition.
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sB 5 r - Ul{EMPLoYltlEIlLcOilPEll$ATlOl{-/EIP-41lE'lq-tf OF AGRICITLTURAL coYERAcE PROVI$IOHS An
; diii

whieh would extend the Alien Agrieultural Exemption fnom the Unemployment Law for an additional two-year
period. The House Emendment sought to expand eover8ge under the Unemployment Compensation Law to inelude
all employers employing one or more agrieultural workers, thus bringing all agrieultural workers into the
unemployment eompensBtion system. .{ssoeiated Industnies has consistently opposed sny attempt to €xpand
unemployment eompensation agricultural eoverage, sinee to bring the additional agricultural employers into the
unemployment comPen$8tion system would be to unfairly burden all other employers with added taxation, sirrce
agrieultural employers are generally exeess uti l iaers of the unemployment compensstion system and eannot be
taxed at a rate high enough to compensste for their experienee. The amendment was defeated on the Floor of
the House on June 4, 1986, by s vote of 4l to 70. A "nay vote is a vote for the AIF position.

An amendment was offered in the House Appropriations Committee to SB 564, which sorrght to expand
eoverage under the Unemployment Compens8tion Law to inelude all employers employing one or more
agrieultural workerg, thus bringing all agrieultural workers into the unsmployment rompcnsation system.
Assoeiated Industries has consistently opposed any attempt to expand agricultural eoverage. The amendment wss
defeated in the Horrse Appropriatlons Committee on June 2, 1986, by a vate of 13-16. C"nay" vote is a vote for
the AIF position.

FE !4! - !!9nHIilG OVERTIME by RePresentative Corrine Brown (Ddacksonvil le) {slmilar to Senate Bil l 153 by
Senator Arnett Girardeau (D-Jscksonvil le) and Horlse Bil l 5?8 by Representative H€len Gordon pavis{D'Tampa))
would have prohibited 8n employer of f ifty or hore workers from terminating af tsking sny other diseiplinary
setion against sn employee for refusing to work in excess of a legal day's work (ten hours) or sny other time
period which may have been provided for by a eolleetive bargaining agreement. Assoeieted Indus{ries opposed
the bil l , whieh would have plaeed unreasonable restrietions on the Bbil ity of €mployers to establish working hours
and polieies for hiring, termination end tetention of employees. The linitation on the types of employers subjeet
to the bills provisions was evidence of the bills real purpose, to eneourage union organizing among large
emPloyers. The bil l  was defeated in the Labor, Employment Seeurity 6r Oversight Subeommittee of the House
Commeree Committee on April 30, 1986, by a vote of 0-4. A "na5r" vote is I vote for the AIF po8ition.

HB tt? - LITIER CQlfTB L The Senate Natural Resourees Commlttee met on May 13, 1986, to eonsider
legislation reeommended by the Florida Container Deposit, Litter Control and Recyellng Study Committe€. The
bil l Senate Bil l 1008, a no tax, no deposit bil l , wss introduced by $enator Ed Dunn (D-Oaytorra Beaeh) and it
proposed meehanisms to reeover and reeyele wsste, to eneourage private entit ies to p8rticipate in such recovery
and recyeling, and to promote a publie a$,sreness of the l itter pro'blem. Stste and locel governments were
direeted to eonsider establishing recyeling programs and evaluate the eost-effectiveness of separation
proeedures, eolleetion services, and publie notif ieation with the Department of Environmental Regulation in the
Iead of the effort.

Assoeiated Industries of Florida suPPorts a strong reeyeling program, enforcement of exlsting l itter laws,
and a strong publie awareness program. In the House, Representative Jim Hsrgrett introdueed House Bil l 82?,
whieh, when passed by I vote of l-t uy the Subeommittee on Environmental Quality of the House Natural
Resources Committee, would have imposed an annual l i tter generation fee on manufacturers, wholesalers, or
retailers that sell l€tter gener8tion produets. AIF opposed this and any other form of taxation aimed at the
business eommunity. A "nay" vote favored AIF's position.

f r 5 What comprised the Environnentsl Eff ieieney
vC-Tarnes Ward (D-FL wslton Beaeh), was included in an

omnibus pieee of legislation, the Committee Substitute for Committee Substitute for Senate Bil l 432. Earlier in
the session, when House Bil l 250 was heard by the House Nstural Resourees Committee, the bil l  provided for the
ereation of an Environmental Effieieney Study Commlssion. Currently, the Depsrtment$ of Environmentat
Regulation' Natural Resoureeq Community Affairs, Health & Rehabil itative Services, the Florida Game ,& Fresh
Water Fish Commission, Agrleulture & Consumer Serviees, the WBter Mansgement Distriets, and the Regional
Planning Couneils aU administer laws and rules pertaining to the proteetion of the environment and publie
health. In 19?5, the Legislsture enacted the Florida Environmental Reorganizstion Act of 19?5, the purpose of
whieh was to ppomote more effieient, effeetive and eeonomiesl operstion of environmental ageneies and to
promote the proPer administration of Florida's landmark environmental law. Subsequently, numerous statutory
additions and revisions have been enaeted pertaining to the proteetion of the envifonment and public health,
resulting in duplieation. The study eomrnission ealled for in this legislation regulres identif ieation of duplieation
in the administration of stste environmental and publie health laws and rules, and requires reeommendations to
eliminate the duplieation. The bil l  was passed by the Natural Resourees Committee in the Horrse on April I,
1986, by a vote of 23-0. A rryean vote is I vote for the AIF position.

ff6 S4P 953,- COMFER,flAL B vEEqLE INSURAHCE The lesislation. now chapter 86-18, Laws of
hapTer S-5rtT-d.;-Fd'ssed last yeir, as a result of 

-whieh 
all owners of

eommercial motor vehieles having 8 gross vehiele weight of ?6,000 lbs. or more; or having thre€ or rnore sxles,
regardle* of weight; or when used in combination that sueh weight exeeeds 26,000 lbs., had to provide proof of
$?501000 liabil i ty insuranee per vehiele. As passed by the Legislature, CS/HB 9$3 provides that minimum levels
of l iabil i ty insuranee required wil l be as follorvst gross vehiele weight of ?6,000 to 35,000 lbs., minimum l.iabil i ty
insuranee of $50,000;351000,to,4{r000, lhs., minimurn.l iabitity-insuranee of $100,000; in exc€ssof 441004 lbs., but
not subjeet to U.S. Department of Transportstion fegulations, $300,000 minimum liabil ity insurance. Finally,
vehieles subjeet to U.S. Department of Transportation insurance regulations (rnainly those operated by ICC-
regulated interstate carrlers) would be required to maintain the minimum federal level of $?50,000 per vehiele.
The legislation also reinstitutes the self-insuranee meehanism whieh existed prior to 198S. Assoeiated lndustries
supported the legislatlon which passed on the House Floor on Aprit ?1, 1986, by a vote of 1134. A "yea" vot€ is a
vote for the AIF pa$ition.

HB ?50 - EHVINONMEIMAL
et oI I$Utt,  as eontS

- r 3 -



lu

f r r

IIB ?ll * MARKEIABLE RECOBD Tm,E ACT by Senator Tom MePherson (D-Ft Lauderdale) would have
allow-e-ilthe s-tEtE-to-reel-Cim-tantriThatT-elaTmJ were sovereignty lands dndsold to eitiz€ns of the state over
the last 100-plus Stears. These lands had been occupied and wed by private eitizens who have been in possession,
pald tsxes, made improvements, farmed, extracted mineralE eut timber, and eomplied with the resl property
laws of the state. Through this bill, the state claimed ownership of thls property, with eertain exeeptions, as
sovereignty submerged lands, and that the landowners oecupying and owning these lands were without title. This
was an attempt by the state to renege on deeds to milllons of aeres of land owned by private citizen+
Landowners whose tit les have been perfeeted would be foneed to seek relief in quiet t it le l i t igation, burdening
then with legal eomplieations the Marketable Record Title Aat was designed to eliminate. In 1985, the Florida
Legisla_ture sdended the bill by substituting a study eommission for the bills state takeover language. The bill
thereafter became law and I study eommission was established.

During the 1986 Legislative Session, Representative Fred Dudley (R-Cape Coral) introdueed Horrse Bill 2{3,
establishing the Publie Truet Doetrine ta preserve the rights of the publie to use nsvigable waterbodies for
eommerelal and reereational activit ies, but reeogniuing the right of property owners to r€tain tit le to lands
conveyed by the state. AIF supported this position, and on May ?, 1986, the Hor.rse Judieiary Committee
unanimowly adopted Horse Bill 243. A "yea'r vote on HB 243 favored AIFfs position.

The entire legislative issue of the Marketable Record Title Act was laid to rest when, on May 15, 1986, the
Florida Supreme Court voted in support of the State of Florida to sssert its elaim to sovereignty subm€rged lands
that had in the past been eonveyed to private eitizens. Con$equently, no legislation addressing the Marketable
Reeord Title Act was eonsldered af ter the Supreme Court's deeision.

AVqgEE lf5-:IQET REfOnH The CS/CS/SB 1165 was pffised by the Legislature and signed by the covernor
on June 26, 1986. Known aE the Tort Reform and Insuranee Aet of 1986, its key provisions inelude a rate
rollback, a tort/insursnee study, vsriow tort reforms, insursnee reforms, and provision for the formation of
commerei8l l ishil i ty self-insuranee funds by the busines$ eommunity slmilar to those formed in the areas of
workers' compensation and health insuranee.

With respeet to the tort system, in aivil aetions for damages based on negligenee, joint and several liability
would not spPly to noneconomic damages. As to eeonomie damages, joint and several would apply where total
damages are less than $25,000, and in pollution cases, intentional torts, setions bror€ht under RICO,
environmental proteetion, antitrust, land sales and seeurities fraud eases. Once eeonomic damages exceed
$25'000' joint and several would only apply to those defendants who are more at fault than the claimsnL The bil l
Plsees E eaP on noneeonomic damages st $4$0,000. ln &ctions for personal injury or wrongful death, there would
be strueturing of future economie damages as to amounts exeeeding $250r000. The bil l  requires the itemization
of verdiets and a qualified mandatory offset for collateral sourees. A loose cap is placed on punitive damages, as
well and Punitive damages are to be distributed, 40 pereent to the plaintiff, and 60 pereent to the Publie Medieal
Assistsnee Trust Fund or to the General Revenue Fund, as appropriate. A 1990 sunset ls provided on al} tort
reforms.

Of particular signifleanee in the biU is the ereation of eommereial self-insuranee funds, whieh wil l do much
to improve svailability of insuranee, thus easing a crisis whieh has plagued the $tate during the last few years.

Assoeiated Industries setively supported the passage of this leglslation. Final passage on the eonference
rePort on the CS/CS/SB 465 in the House took plaee on June 6, 1986, where the vote was 108-3. A "ysstt vote is a
vote for the AIF pasition.
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Rankirg of the Flo,rida Houre of R€presentatives by
Percentage of Votes FOR the Position of Associated Industries of Florlda

DurirE the 1985-1986 Regular & Special Serssions (Highest to Lowest)

Total # Votes
REPRE- FOR Po$itiorr

RANK SENTATIVE of AIF

Total # Votes
AGAINST

Position of AIF

Total # voteg
% of Votes REPRE- FOn Positlofl
with AIF RANK $ENTATIVE of AIF

Total # Votes
AGAINST 96 of Votes

Position of AIF with AIF
6790 Liberti

56 Messersmith
l_ Hgwkins, M.E. 9 I  90
r H i U 9 l 9 r

56 Mil ls 2 6 7
5?

5 6 N e r e a r d 6 3 6 7

I Thomas, D.L. I  t  90 56 Wstt O J

BelI

I ' 4 r m s t r o n g  I  I  T 9
? B r a n t l e v B t S 9
T l r v i n e S l S 9
7 Mitehel l I  a o

7 Patehett
7 Simone 89 sd
7 Souto 89
15 Dantzler 88
15 Evans-Jones 8 8
]E Gareia 8 8
15 Gutman 8 8

? 8 M o r g a n L , 8 _ J ! _
? 9 l e w i s S 4 5 6

l5 Ros-Lehtinen 88
I5 $anFom 8 8
2l Gonzalez-Quevedo 6 ? 9 M a r t i n 5 4 5 6

EZ Bass
2,3 l,entinen E 3
23 Wartl l 0 83
2E Bronson 82
26 Carlton 82
26 C8rpenter
26 MeEwan
2 6 P e e p l e s 9 2 8 2

8? Msrtlnez

8 2

26 Webster 8 2 8? Meffert
33 Clements 80 8? Metealf
33 Grindle
33 Hanson
33 Harris
33 Smith
33 Tobiassen
39 Jones,  C.F.  I1 3 73

s0

80
80

B ' l M o r $ e 4 4 5 0

8? Titone

4 0 J e n n i n g s T ! 1 8
4 0 K e l l y 7 2 ? 8

Reddlck

f03 Reaves

l0? Davis

Wetherell

3 I o ? W e i r u t o e F 4 8 3 3
3

s s Q e l t a e l ] e f 9 4 6 s

Combee
s6 Dunbar

2 5
2 767

Frl$he 67 l l8 Gustafson
r l 9 l o g a n 0 6 0

HOUSE AVERAGE = 655

HOIS: Rankings Bre based on overall po€ition within eaeh House, with all members with the same pereentage of votes with AIF
reeeiving the same ranking.

Representative Pajcie resigned from the House and Representatlve Langton was el€eted to his vacated seat in the House on
Oetober  22 ,1985.

Representative l{utun resigned from the House and Representative Bloom was eleeted to his vaeatcd *at in the House on
M o r e h  1 8 , 1 9 8 6 .
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